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BEHEING  SEA  ARBITRATION. 


ARGUMENT  OF  HER  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT. 


PREFACE. 


In  August  1880,  without  any  previous  protest  or  warn- 
ing, the  Government  of  the  United  States  seized  the  British 
schooners  "Carolena,"  "Onward,"  and  "Thornton"  in 
Beliring  Sea,  which  were  then  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing 
there. 

The  "Carolena"  was  seized  in  latitude  55°  50'  north, 
longitude  lO.'^^  53'  west ;  the  "  Onward  "  in  latitude  54°  52' 
north,  longitude  167°  55'  west,  and  the  "Thornton"  in  about 
the  same  latitude  and  longitude  as  the  "  Carolena."  These 
schooners  were,  at  the  time  of  their  respective  seizures,  at 
a  distance  of  more  than  GO  miles  from  the  nearest  land,  St. 
George  and  Unalaska  Islands.  After  capture  they  were 
taken  by  tlie  United  States  revenue-cutter  "  Corwiu  "  to 
Unalaska.  They  were  tried  before  Judge  Dawson,  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  of  Sitka,  and  the  masters  and 
mates  of  the  vessels  were  fined  in  a  considerable  sum,  and, 
in  addition,  sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonment.  The 
vessels,  meanwhile,  were  detained. 

On  receii)t  of  intelligence  of  these  seizures,  Sir  L.  S. 
Sackville  West,  British  Minister  at  Washington,  at  once 
made  inquiries;  and  by  the  instructions  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  on  the  21st  October,  1886,  he  entered  a  formal 
I)rotest  against  these  seizures  of  British  vessels. 

Mr.  Bayard,  the  Secretary  of  State,  wrote,  on  the  3rd 
February,  1887,  to  Sir  L.  S.  Sackville  West,  announcing 
tlie  discharge  of  the  vessels,  and  tlie  release  of  all  ])eis()ns 
under  arrest,  adding  that  this  order  was  issued  "without 
conclusion   of  any  questions  which  may  be  found  to  be 

involved  in  these  cases  of  seizure." 
2  The  men  in  custody  were  released  under  circum- 

stances of  great  hardsliip,  being  turned  adrift,  with- 
out means,  in  a  place  maiiy  hundreds  of  miles  from  their 
homes. 

On  the  12th  April,  1887,  Mr.  Bayard  wrote  that  Regula- 
tions and  Instructions  Ut  Govertiment  vessels  were  being 
framed,  and  tliat  he  would,  at  the  earliest  possible  <late, 
cominunieate  witli  Sir  L.  West;  but  without  any  such  com- 
muiiiration  being  made  fresh  seizures  took  phice  in  July 
and  August  of  1887,  and  renewed  protest  was  made  by 
Great  Britain. 
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1^0  seizure  was  effected  in  1888,  though  pelagic  sealing 
by  British  vessels  was  pursued  in  that  year  in  Behring  Sea, 

In  1889  live  Britisli  ships  were  seized  in  Behring  Sea, 
and  tliree  others  were  peremptorily  ordered  out  of  the  Sea. 

In  1800  no  seizures  were  made,  though  pelagic  seahng 
"was  still  carried  on  in  Behring  Sea. 

The  Government  of  the  Queen  remonstrated  against  the 
high-handed  action  of  the  United  States  as  witliout  war- 
rant of  law,  and  as  an  unjustifiable  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  British  subjects.  But  the  correspondence  has  been  car- 
ried on  by  them  with  an  earnest  desire  to  avoid  recourse  to 
measures  of  force  in  retaliation  for  those  adopted  by  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  confident  belief  that  their  rights 
wouUl  be  surely  and  effectively  vindicated  by  j)acific 
methods,  and  just  redress  obtained  for  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted. 

As  the  result  of  prolonged  negotiation  and  discussion 
the  Treaty  of  Arbitration,  from  Avhich  this  Tribunal  derives 
its  authority,  Avas  entered  into,  and  on  the  18th  April,  1892, 
the  Convention  or  modus  vivendi  (intended  to  cover  the 
period  wliich  miglit  elapse  before  the  award  of  the  Arbi- 
trators) was  concluded. 

Hence  it  is  that  now,  and  for  the  seventh  time  in  the  course 
of  the  present  century,  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  the  United  States  appear  before  an  International 
Tribunal  of  Arbitration.  To-day  they  submit  existing  dif- 
ferences to  a  distinguished  body  of  jurists,  with  the  full 
confidence  that,  in  so  far  as  the  adjustment  of  those  differ- 
ences depends  upon  the  ascertainment  of  legal  rights,  this 
august  Tribunal  will  act  upon  recognized  princiidesof  law, 
and  upon  such  principles  alone;  and  with  equal  confidence 
that,  in  so  far  as  that  adjustment  may  properly  have 
3  regard  to  other  than  legal  riglits,  the  decision  of  this 

Tribunal  will  be  just  and  equitable,  having  regard  to 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  to  all  the  important 
interests  involved.  This  Tribunal  will  seek  neither  to 
diminish  nor  to  add  to  the  powers  witli  wliich  it  is  invested, 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  each  of  the  Governments 
will  loyally  accept  its  authoritative  judgment. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  Argument,  which  is  now  pre- 
sented in  accordance  with  the  procedure  prescribed  by  the 
Treaty,  and  which  recapitulates  the  facts  and  discusses  in 
some  detail  the  principles  applicable  to  them,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Queen  deem  it  ex])edient  to  put  before  the 
Arbitrators  a  general  view  of  the  claims  advanced  by  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  contentions  which  arise  in  rela- 
tion to  them. 

Those  claims  are  divisible  into  two  heads.  Under  the 
first  head  the  United  States  claim,  in  various  modes,  exclu- 
sive riglits  in  and  over  the  greater  extent  of  that  part  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean  called  Behring  Sea,  and  in  the  fur-seals 
frequenting  that  sea, rights  which  they  contendjustify  them 
in  excluding  the  ships  of  every  other  nation  from  the  pur- 
suit of  pelagic  sealing  therein,  and  in  searching,  seizing, 
and  condemning  such  ships  as  engage  in  that  pursuit. 

This  is,  indeed,  hardly  a  full  statement  of  the  pretensions 
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advanced,  for,  carried  to  their  logical  conclusions,  some  of 
the  arguments  of  the  United  States  would  eqiiully  justify 
them  in  treating  that  vast  expanse  of  water  as  a  min-e 
clausum  to  all  the  world:  so  that  the  navigation  of  those 
waters  by  the  nations  of  the  world  would  be  dependent 
solely  on  the  moderate  exercise  by  the  United  States  of 
rights  which  they  claim  to  possess,  but  upon  wliich  they  do 
not  insist. 

Under  the  second  head  the  United  States  claim  that,  by 
the  authority  of  this  International  Tribunal,  concurrent 
rules  shall  be  established  for  the  proper  i)rotectiou  and 
preservation  of  fur-seals  in  or  habitually  resorting  to  Beh- 
ring  Sea. 

It  will  be  seen  how  essentially  these  two  divisions  of  claim 
differ  one  from  the  other. 

Under  the  first  di\ision  the  United  States  invoke  the  high 
authority  of  this  Tribunal  to  affirm  in  them  the  existence 
of  dominion  and  jurisdiction  which  conflict  with  long-estab- 
lished principles  touching  the  rights  of  nations  and  the 

freedom  of  the  seas. 
4  The  Government  of  the  Queen  deny  the  existence 

of  any  such  dominion  and  jurisdiction,  and  to  their 
assertion  have  offered  and  continue  to  offer  strenuous 
opposition. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  rights  asserted  are  dis- 
tinctly abandoned  or  are  negatived,  and  when  it  is  admitted 
tliat  the  concurrence  of  Great  Britain  is  required  to  any 
Regulations,  the  Government  of  the  Queen  will  willingly 
join  with  the  United  States  in  seeking  the  aid  of  this  impar- 
tial Tribunal  in  the  consideration  of  Rules  which  shall 
recognize  that  the  protection  and  jireservation  of  fui-seals 
is  not  a  matter  affecting  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
alone,  and  wliich  shall  be  just  and  expedient  in  view  of  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  having  regard  to  all 
interests  which  are  concerned. 

How,  tlien,  is  the  case  put  as  one  of  right? 

Seldom,  if  ever,  has  such  a  claim  been  based  upon  such 
varying  contentions. 

Seldom  have  the  arguments  supporting  a  claim  of  right 
been  shifted  so  lightly  from  one  standjjoint  to  another. 

l^Tow  it  is  assorted  as  a  claim  of  old  (lescent  from  Russia; 
then,  when  it  is  sh(twn  that  Russia  neither  had  nor  claimed 
to  have  a  right  at  all  commensurate,  it  becomes  a  claim  l)y 
the  United  States  in  their  own  right  of  dominion. 

At  one  time  it  is  a  (ilaim  to  a  vast  area  of  liehriiig  Sea  as 
territorial  waters;  but,  when  the  limits  of  territorial  waters 
assent<'d  to  by  all  nations  are.  insisted  on,  it  becomes  reduced 
to  a  claim  of  jurisdi(;tion  on  the  high  sea — a  claim  based 
upon  a  false  analogy. 

Fur-seals  are  nndt'iiiahly  animals/er^r  naturcc,  yet  a  claim 
to  property  therein,  with  all  its  attendant  riglits,  is  asserted, 
and  they  are  gravely  relegated  to  the  same  category  as  a. 
herd  of  eattle  <m  the  jdains.  Then,  when  the  impossihilily 
of  establishing  pi-operly  in  free-swimming  animals  in  the 
ocean  is  demonstiated,  the  pret<'nsion  j-esolves  itscrif  into  a 
general  and  undefined  claim  to  protect  the  seals  in  the 
Pacific. 
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Finally,  a  vasue  appeal  is  made  to  the  principles  of  tlie 
common  and  the  civil  law,  to  the  practice  of  nations,  the 
laws  of  natural  history,  and  the  common  interests  of  man- 
kind; but  one  looks  in  vain  for  any  vindication  of  the 
unprecedented  pretensions  put  forward  upon  any  such  prin- 
ciples. 

Yet  the  issues  are  clear : 

5  Was  the  Government  of  the  United  States  legally 
justified  in  seizing  British  vessels  engaged  in  pelagic 

sealing  in  Behring  Sea  outside  territorial  waters? 

Did  the  sailors  on  board  those  vessels,  who  owed  no 
allegiance  but  to  their  Queen,  violate  any  right  of  the 
United  States  or  of  its  citizens  in  such  pelagic  sealing? 

The  historical  and  jurisdictional  aspects  of  the  matter 
have  been  discussed  at  length  in  the  British  Case  and 
Counter- Case.  In  the  United  States  Counter-Case  it  is 
stated  that  the  questions  involved  in  them  are  of  secondary 
and  A^ery  limited  importance. 

But  the  historical  and  jurisdictional  considerations  have 
a  bearing  upon  the  case,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be 
thus  lightly  dismissed. 

The  United  States,  in  extending  their  laws  over  the  east- 
ern i^art  of  Behring  Sea,  have  made  a  distinct  claim  to 
include  that  part  of  the  Pacific  within  their  territorial 
dominions,  and  also  to  protect  the  seals  in  Behring  Sea,  as 
if  the  prelagic  industry  were  carried  on  within  their  domin- 
ions. Judges  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  have 
declared  this  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  Statutes  they 
were  called  upon  to  interpret  and  to  enforce  against  the 
British  vessels. 

The  United  States  cannot  substantiate  their  claim  in 
virtue  simply  of  their  possession  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 
They  must  rest  it  on  the  Treaty  of  Cession.  The  efl'ect  of 
that  cession  depends  upon  two  points: 

1.  What  did  it  profess  to  cede? 

2.  What  had  Eussia  the  title  to  cede,  for  Eussia  could 
not  assign  what  she  did  not  possess? 

In  this  connection  the  Treaties  of  1824,  1825,  and  1867 
are  important,  since  their  text  and  history  show  that  Eus- 
sia never  made  claim  to  such  rights  as  are  now  alleged; 
that  she  made  a  claim  of  a  different  nature,  and  made  that 
claim  only  immediately  to  abandon  it:  and,  lastly,  that 
Eussia  did  not  even  pretend  to  cede  the  rights  now  asserted. 

Yet  the  Sections  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  relating  to 
Alaska  under  which  the  British  vessels  have  been  con- 
demned, as  interpreted  by  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
are  based  on  dominion  and  on  the  doctrine  of  mare  clausum. 
And  by  this  interpretation,  not  the  prohibition  against 
sealing  alone,  but  all  "  the  laws  of  the  United  States 

6  relating  to  customs,  commerce,  and  navigation,"  have 
been  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  eastern  part  of 

Behring  Sea.     If  this  interj)retation  were  sound  and  war- 

rnited  stntos ranted  by  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  the  answer  is  complete; 

vor'if  pr92'' e«  tli6  law  of  nations  does  not  recognize  such  an  extension  of 

««y-  municipal  law  against  foreigners;  and  the  law,  in  so  far  as 

it  ai)plies  to  foreigners,  is  ultra  vires.    But  if  this  interpre- 
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tation  is  not  correct,  then  tliese  Sections  do  not  extend 
beyond  the  territories,  islands,  and  territorial  waters  of 
Alaska  Territory,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  have  no 
warrant  even  in  the  legislation  of  the  United  States. 

Consideratious  such  as  these,  sapping  as  they  do  the  very 
foundations  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be 
treated  as  other  than  most  material  to  the  due  determina- 
tiou  of  the  questions  submitted  to  the  Arbitrators. 

Xor  is  it  of  less  importance  to  recapitulate  with  some 
insistence  and  circumstance  of  argument  the  fundamental 
principles  on  which  the  freedom  of  the  sea  reposes. 

Can  it  be  denied  that  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  with 
or  without  its  pretensions  of  descent  from  Russia,  finds  no 
warrant  in  these  fundamental  principles?  If  denial  were 
possible,  it  would  have  been  unnecessary  to  dive  into  the 
Statutes  of  other  nations  for  analogy.  Yet  never  was  the 
argument  from  analogy  put  to  such  strange  uses.  Princi- 
ples of  construction  have  been  applied  to  foreign  laws  which 
the  Judges,  in  whose  hands  the  construction  of  those  laws 
rests,  would  never  recognize.  And  on  foundations  so 
loosely  put  together  conclusions  have  been  based  at  vari- 
ance with  the  fundamental  principles  of  legislation  and 
inter])retation. 

Shorn  of  all  support  of  international  law,  and  of  justifi- 
cation from  the  usage  of  nations,  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  possess  and  to  jn-otect  the  seals  in  the  high  sea 
takes,  at  last,  its  final  form — as  claim  of  i)i'operty. 

Yet  not  wholly  is  it  rested  on  ])roperty.  The  greatest 
jurists  of  the  world  have  dealt  with  "property"  and  "pos- 
session "  in  such  fashion,  have  defined  their  meanings  with 
such  j)recision  of  thought  and  language,  that  it  is  not  sur- 
l)rising  the  United  States  should  shrink  from  the  hopeless 
task  of  attemi)ting  to  i'ormulate  a  new  species  of  ownership. 
And  so,  at  last,  driven  from  all  the  standpoints  of  admitted 
and  hAiig-known  riglits,  the  argument  of  the  United 
7  States  takes  refuge  in  a  claim  for  ])rotection  where 

there  is  no  property,  under  circumstances  so  novel 
that  its  sui)i)oiters  confess  with  candour  that  it  can  be 
rested  on  no  precedent,  but  that  a  precedent  ought  to  be 
established  by  international  law  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  case. 

To  all  this  shadowy  claim  the  Government  of  the  Queen 
submit  but  one  answer — the  J^aw. 

It  is  sought  to  sii])port  this  strange  right  by  reason  of 
th(!  industry  of  the  United  States  citizens,  and  the  benefit 
which  that  industry  is  said  to  confer  oi»  the  markets  of  the 
world.  JJnt  th(^  rights  of  industry  and  tin;  benefits  of 
others  interested  therein  are  already  (;ared  for  by  the  law. 

It  is  said  that  tlie  United  States  has  a  right  to  the  seals 
as  to  the  ])roducts  of  the  soil.  Tiie  law  already  sufficiently 
l)rf)tecfs  the  products  of  ihe  soil. 

Animals  are  not  jjidduets  of  the  soil.  The  Itirds  build- 
ing in  the  trees,  the  rabbits  burrowing  in  tiie  ground,  are 
but  wild  animals  to  the  law.  Yet  in  respect  ol  tliein  the 
law  has  already  defined  tlie  extent  of  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty, and  has  protected  these  rights. 
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A^ain,  the  claim  is  to  the  increase  of  the  seal  as  to  the 
sheep-farmer  is  given  the  increase  of  his  flock.  Tlie  law 
deals  with  the  increase  of  the  flock;  and  the  increase  of 
wild  animals  it  deals  with  too. 

"An  indnstry  the  property  of  the  nation  on  whose  shores 
it  is  carried  on  " — snch  is  the  form  in  which  the  United 
States  claim  is  presented  by  one  of  its  ablest  advocates,  a 
form  which  evades  the  most  elementary  questions  as  to  the 
f<)un<lation,  the  nature,  and  the  extent  of  the  rights  so 
claimed. 

The  whole  case,  and  every  part  of  it,  and  every  form  in 
which  ingenuity  can  frame  it,  are  covered  by  the  law.  And 
to  this  law  Her  Majesty's  Government  most  confidently 
appeal. 

And  there  is  another  law  to  which  that  Government 
appeal  with  equal  confidence — the  law  on  which  depends 
the  freedom  of  the  sea. 

What  is  the  freedom  of  the  sea? 

The  right  to  come  and  go  upon  the  high  sea  without  let 
or  hindrance,  and  to  take  therefrom  at  will  and  xdeasure  the 
produce  of  the  sea.  It  is  the  right  whi(;h  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  endeavoured,  and  endeavoured 
S'  successfully,  to  maintain  against  the  claim  of  Russia 
seventy  years  ago.  It  is  the  right  in  defence  of 
which,  against  excessive  claims  of  other  nations,  the  argu- 
ments of  the  United  States  have  in  former  times  held  so 
prominent  a  place. 

And  what  is  this  claim  to  protect  the  seal  in  the  high 
sea?  It  is,  as  of  right  and  for  all  time,  to  let  and  hinder 
the  vessels  of  all  nations  in  theii'  pursuit  of  seals  upon  the 
high  sea;  to  forbid  them  entrance  to  those  vast  seas  which 
the  United  States  have  included  in  the  denomination  of 
the  "waters  of  Alaska;"  to  take  from  these  vessels  the 
seals  they  have  lawfully  obtained ;  and  to  search,  seize,  and 
condemn  the  vessels  and  the  crews,  or  with  show  of  force 
to  send  them  back  to  the  i)orts  from  which  they  set  out. 

And  so,  according  to  the  contention  of  the  United  States, 
"protection  of  an  industry"  at  sea  justifies  those  acts  of 
high  authority  which  by  the  law  of  nations  are  allowed 
only  to  belligerents,  or  against  pirates  with  whom  no  nation 
is  at  peace. 

From  giving  its  high  sanction  to  these  views  this  Tribu- 
nal may  well  shrink ;  and  it  is  with  no  mere  idle  use  of 
high-sounding  phrase  that  Great  Britain  once  more  appears 
to  vindicate  the  freedom  of  the  sea. 

This,  then,  Her  Majjesty's  Government  submit  is  the  issue 
raised  by  the  dispute,  an  issue  which  they  leave  with  con- 
fidence in  the  hands  of  this  Tribunal.  Were  the  British 
vessels  right  or  wrong?  If  the  United  States  Congress 
could  by  the  law  of  nations  legitimately  pass  this  Statute 
to  bind  foreign  vessels  upon  the  high  seas,  they  were  wrong 
in  refusing  to  obey;  but  if  Congress  could  not  legitimately 
bind  foreign  vessels,  theii;  seizure  was  unjustifiable,  and 
their  owners  must  be  compensated. 

But  there  is  another  aspect  of  the  question  to  which  (the 
legal  questions  having  been  decided  in  favour  of  Great 
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Britain)  tlie  attention  of  tlie  Arbitrators  must  be  called 
before  their  laboiu\s  are  complete:  the  question  whether 
any,  and,  if  so,'  what  Sealing  Kegulations  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  formulate. 

The  position  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  con- 
sistently maintained  on  the  subject  of  these  Eegulations  is 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  Introduction  to  the  Second  Part  of 
the  Counter-Case  presented  on  its  behalf.    It  sufliices 

9  now,  in  the  briefest  manner  possible,  to  insist  on  that 
position. 

So  long  as  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  impose 
Regulations  on  pelagic  sealing  is  based  on  the  assertion  of 
a  legal  right,  that  claim  is  strenuously  opposed,  and  the 
right  as  strenuously  denied. 

But  when  the  (jucstion  is  put  on  the  lower  and  practical 
plane  of  common  benefit  to  all  the  nations  interested,  on 
the  recognition  of  the  right  of  the  pelagic  sealer  as  well  as  of 
that  of  the  island  sealer,  then  the  British  Covernnient  will 
cordially  co-operate  in  giving  effect  to  such  measures  as 
may  be  found  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  fur- 
seals. 

On  this  basis  the  question  assumes  the  negation  of  the 
right  which  the  United  States  now  claim,  and  admits  the 
necessity  for  the  coiu;urrence  of  Great  Britain.  Her  Maj- 
esty is,  and  always  has  been,  ready  to  concur  in  Kegula- 
tions just  and  equitable  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned; 
but  she  has  been  unable  to  join  in  the  consideration  of 
Regulations  based  on  the  principle  that  the  United  States 
have  a  legal  right  to  the  protection  which  those  Regula- 
tions are  intended  to  give. 

Should  any  regulations  be  the  outcome  of  this  Arbitra- 
tion, it  is  (fonlidently  expected  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  they  will  be  such  as  not  to  protect  only  the  United 
States  in  the  manner  which  their  ])res('nt  contention  urges, 
but  to  protect  an  industry  in  which  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  have  an  interest. 

It  were  useless  to  make  Regulations  which  should  bind 
only  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  United  States  ami  (ireat 
Britain.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Jan  Mayen  fisheries,  so  in 
the  case  of  the  Pacific  fisheries,  the  subjects  of  all  the 
nations  who  now  participate  in  them,  or  who  may  be  rea- 
sonably expected  to  do  so,  ought  to  be  equally  bound. 

Her  Majesty's  (government  cannot  leave  this  sultjcct  with- 
out expressing  regret  and  disappointment  at  tlie  ])osition 
aj)parently  assuuK'd  l)y  the  United  States  on  the  (|uestion 
of  JiCgulations.  It  is  discussed  by  the  United  Slates  as  if 
the  (rxchisi(»n  of  all  the;  otlier  nations  of  the  woild  tVom  a 
share  in  the  fur-seal  industry  in  the  western  sens  were  to 
be  the  aim  and  i)urpose  of  sucli   Reguhitions.     Iler 

10  Majesty's  Government  al)sohitely  dissent  from  this 
view,    and    feel   confident    this   Tribunal    will     not 

approve  it.  If  the  existing  rights  of  nations  are  to  bo 
aliridged,  they  can  justly  be  abridged  oidy  in  the  interests 
of  all,  and  the  United  Stulesof  America  must  be  ]U'e]>are(l 
to  do  their  part  by  the  adoj)fion  of  Regulations  and  im- 
l^roved  methods  on  the  islands  to  preserve  the  fur-seals. 


12  ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

Finally,  the  broad  contentions  of  the  respective  Govern- 
ments, stated  in  popnlar  langnage,  are  these: 

1.  The  United  States  claim  dominion,  and  the  right  to 
legislate  against  foreigners,  in  two-thirds  of  that  part  of 
the  waters  of  the  Pacilic  Ocean  called  Behring  Sea. 

2.  They  claim  a  right  of  property  in  wild  animals  which 
resort  for  a  certain  season  of  the  year  only  to  their  terri- 
tory, derive  no  sustenance  therefrom,  and,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  live  many  hundreds  of  miles  away 
from  that  territory  in  tlie  ocean. 

3.  They  claim  tlie  right  to  i)rotect  that  alleged  right  of 
property  by  search,  seizure,  and  condemnation  of  the  shii)S 
of  other  nations. 

4.  Failing  the  establishment  of  the  right  of  property, 
they  claim  a  right  to  protect  the  fur-seals  in  the  ocean,  and 
to  apply,  in  assertion  of  that  right,  the  like  sanctions  of 
search,  seizure,  and  condemnation. 

5.  And  lastly,  failing  these  assertions  of  right,  they  claim 
that  Rules  shall  be  framed  in  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  alone  which  shall  exclnde  other  nations  from  the 
pursuit  of  fur-seals. 

On  the  other  hand,  Her  Majesty's  Government  claim — 

1.  Freedom  of  the  seas  for  the  benetit  of  all  the  world. 

2.  That  rights  of  ]n-operty,  and  rights  in  relation  to  prop- 
erty, be  confined  within  the  limits  consecrated  by  practice, 
and  founded  on  general  expediency  in  the  interests  of 
mankind. 

3.  That,  apart  from  agreement,  no  nation  has  the  right  to 
seize  the  vessels  of  another  nation  on  the  high  seas  in  time 
of  peace  for  offences  against  proi)erty  excepting  piracy. 

4.  That  any  Regulations  to  be  established  should  have 
just  and  equitable  regard  to  all  interests  affected. 

In  support  of  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
11        ment  thus  generally  stated,  the  following  Argument 
is  resi)ectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  this 
Tribunal  of  Arbitration. 

STATEMENT    OF    QUESTIONS    RAISED    IN    ARTICLE  VI  OF 
THE   ARBITRATION   TREATY. 

Article  VI.  (1.)  What  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  Behring 
Sea,  and  what  exclusive  rights  in  the  sea  hsheries  therein, 
did  Russia  assert  and  exercise  prior  and  uj)  to  1807*? 

(2.)  How  far  did  Great  Britain  recognize  and  concede 
"  these  claims  of  jurisdiction  as  to  the  seal  fisheries"? 

(3.)  Was  Behring  Sea  included  in  "Pacific  Ocean"  in 
theTreaty  of  1825? 

What  rights,  if  any,  in  Behring  Sea  did  Russia  hold  and 
exclusively  exercise  after  this  Treaty? 

(4.)  Did  not  all  Russia's  right:  (a)  to  jurisdiction,  (b)  as 
to  the  seal  fisheries  in  Behring  Sea,  east  of  the  water 
boundary,  pass  to  the  United  States  unimpaired  under  the 
Treaty  of  18G7? 

(5.)  Has  the  United  States  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  right 
(a)  of  protection  (h)  or  property  in  the  seals  frequenting 
the  islands  of  the  United  States  in  Behring  Sea  when  they 
are  found  outside  the  ordinary  3-mile  limit? 
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The  points  raised  by  these  questions  are  met  by  Great 
Britain  in  this  written  argaraent  by  establishing  the  fol- 
lowing principal  i)ropositions : 

PROPOSITIONS  MAINTAINED  IN  PART  I  OF  THE  ARGUMENT 
OF   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

1.  That  the  size  and  geographical  conditions  of  Behring 
Sea  are  such  that  no  nation  has  a  right  to  close  the  sea 
against  the  navigation  of  the  ships  of  other  nations;  nor 
to  claim  or  assert  territorial  dominion  over  the  sea;  nor  to 
claim  or  assert  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  nor  to  exercise 
jurisdiction,  over  the  sea  beyond  the  3  miles  of  territorial 
waters,  as  recognized  by  international  law. 

2.  That  Behring  Sea  is  the  high  sea,  and  forms  part  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean;  and  that  no  nation  has  a  right  to  claim, 
assert,  or  exercise  jurisdiction  on  the  sea  in  any  other 
cases  than  those  recognized  by  international  law. 

3.  That,  in  1821  only,  and  at  no  other  time,  JRussia 
12  asserted  a  jurisdiction  over  so  much  of  Behring  Sea 
as  was  included  in  a  belt  of  100  Italian  miles  from 
the  shores  of  her  territories  : 

That  she  never  exercised  such  jurisdiction,  but,  on  the 
protest  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  immediately 
withdrew  her  assertion  of  it,  and  limited  her  claim  to  the 
3  miles  of  territorial  waters  recognized  by  international 
law: 

That  Eussia  did  not  at  any  time  assert  or  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion over  tlie  whole  of  Behring  Sea,  nor  claim  to  close  that 
sea,  nor  did  she  at  any  time  assert  or  exercise  the  rights  of 
territorial  dominion  over  any  part  of  such  sea. 

4,  That  the  withdrawal  of  the  claim  to  100  mile  juris- 
diction was  conlirmed  by  both  the  Treaties  whicli  Jtussia 
entered  into(l)  with  the  United  States  in  1824,  and  (2)  with 
Great  Britain  in  1825. 

5.  Tiiat  the  United  States  acquired  from  Russia,  under 
the  Treaty  of  1807,  no  rights  beyond  the  sovereignty  of 
the  ceded  territories  (which  did  not  include  any  part  of 
Behring  Sea)  and  the  right  of  jurisdiction  over  the  3  miles 
of  territorial  waters  as  recognized  by  international  law; 
and  that  the  United  States  have  no  right,  in  virtue  of  their 
possessions  on  the  shoi'cs  and  the  islands  of  I>eliring  Sea, 
to  any  doininion  over  that  sea,  or  to  any  jniisdiction  in  its 
wat<'rs,  otiiei"  than  that  recognized  by  international  law  in 
the  3  miles  of  territorial  waters. 

G.  That  it  was  I)eyond  tin;  riglit  of  the  United  States  to 
make  laws  under  wiiieh  liiilish  v<isse!s  couhl  be  con- 
demned by  the  United  States  Oonrts,  oi-  under  whieli  tiio 
United  States  ernizers  (•ouNl  interlerc;  with  IWilisli  vess«'ls 
engaged  in  |)ehigic,  sealing  in  I'.<'liriMg  Sea,  and  tliat  such 
laws  were  legitimately  disicgarded  by  iWitish  subjects. 

VARYING   CiIARA(JTj;R    OF    UMTDJ^    STATES    CONTENTION. 

In  view  of  th<;  great  complexity  and  varying  nature  of 
the  United  States  contention,  the  following  brief  Hnrscy 
of  the  manner  in  which  their  case  has  been  presented  ia 
Bubmitted. 
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This  is  the  more  essential,  as  the  United  States  diplo- 

nintic  correspond  once,  and  other  documents  in  wliich  the 

United  States  chiim  is  advocated,  do  not  keep  tlie  points 

clear,  but  move  imperceptibly  from  one  standpoint  to 

another. 

13  Tlie  points  to  which  the  argument  of  the  United 
States  is  directed  are  these : 

1.  That  Russia  claimed  and  exercised  the  jurisdiction  in 
Beliriug-  Sea  now  asserted,  and  ceded  it  to  the  United  States, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  exer- 
cise it  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession  of  1867. 

2.  That  the  United  States  have  the  like  jurisdiction  over 
Behring  Sea  in  virtue  of  their  own  possessions,  and  in  their 
own  right  of  dominion. 

3.  That  the  United  States  have  juinsdiction  over  the  east- 
ern portion  of  Behring  Sea  as  part  of  their  territorial  waters. 

4.  That  the  United  States  have  jurisdiction  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fur-seal  in  virtue  of  an  alleged  right  of  nations 
to  exercise  similar  jurisdiction  on  the  high  sea,  apart  from 
any  dominion  or  special  jurisdiction  over  Behring  Sea. 

5.  That  the  United  States  have  a  property  in  the  seals 
on  account  of  their  breeding  and  temporary  residence  on 
the  Pribyloffs,  and  a  right  to  follow  sucli  seals  and  protect 
them  in  the  high  sea,  apart  from  any  dominion  or  special 
jurisdiction. 

<3.  That  the  United  States  have  such  right  of  protection 
apart  from  any  right  of  property. 

Of  these  six  claims,  it  is  submitted  that  the  last  three, 
so  far  as  they  assert  a  jurisdiction  extending  beyond  Beh- 
ring Sea,  or  the  eastern  i)ortion  thereof,  are  not  included 
in  the  reference  to  this  Tribunal  made  by  the  Treaty  of 
Arbitration. 

DIVISION   OP   ARGUMENT. 

The  following  Argument  is  thus  divided: 
In  Part  I  the  grounds  are  set  forth  on  which  Great  Britain 
claims  that  all  the  questions  arising  under  the  first  four 
questions  propoiuided  in  the  Vlth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Arbitration  should  be  decided  in  favour  of  Great  Britain. 

In  Part  II  the  United  States  claim  of  right  of  protection 
or  property  in  fur-seals  is  considered,  and  the  grounds  are 
set  forth  on  which  Great  Britain  claims  that  the  fifth  (|ues- 
tion  pro])ounded  should  be  decided  in  her  favour. 

14  In   Part  III  the  question  of  regulations  is  dis- 
cussed; and 

In  Part  IV  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  United 
States  respectively  for  damages  are  considered. 


ARGUMENT-PART  I. 


Argument  addressed  to  the  first  four  Questions  for  Decision 
under  Article  VI  of  the  Treaty  of  Arhit ration. 


NATURE,     EXTENT,     AND     GEOGRAPHICAI.    POSITION     OP 
BEHRING  SEA. 

Beliriiis:  Sea  is  the  northernmost  part  of  the  Pacific  „ United  states 

^  *  ^  Case,  p.  12. 

Ocean. 

It  Wiislies  the  north-western  parts  of  the  coasts  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  north-eastern  ])art  of  Asia. 

The  Pacific  and  Arctic  Oceans  are  connected  by  Behring 
Strait,  48  niik's  in  width.* 

From  east  to  west,  Beliring  Sea  has  an  extreme  width  of 
1,2<J0  n)iles;  from  north  to  sonth,  it  extends  over  abont  14 
de^irees  of  latitnde,  or  more  than  800  miles. 

The  area  of  Beliring  Sea  is  stated  in  the  United  States    ibid.p.ii. 
Case  to  be  873,ll'8  scjuare  statnte  miles. 

The  Aleutian  and  Commander  Islands  are  recognized  as 
marking  the  southern  limits  of  Hehring  Sea.  Between  the 
Aleutian  and  Commander  Islands,  and  between  the  latter 
and  the  Kamtscliatkan  coast,  are  stretches  of  open  sea  190 
and  95  miles  witle  respectively.  The  western  part  of  the 
Aleutian  chain  iorms  a  widely  scattered  archij)elago,  with 
three  open  sea  stretches  of  oO  miles  or  more  in  width  each, 
and  miiny  navigable  channels  and  passes  through  all  ])art8 
of  this  gioni).  So  large  are  the  si)acesof  sea  as  compared 
with  tiie  lengths  of  the,  islands,  that  from  the  western  end 
of  the  i''ox  Islands  to  the  coast  of  Asia,  a  distance  of  some 
1,000  geographical  miles,  th<'re  ai'e  about  000  miles  of  sea, 
being  neaily  two-thirds  of  the  entire  distance. 

Tlie  free  navigalion  of  the  Pacific  north waid  to  the  Arc- 
tic Ocean  is,  in  fact,  in  no  sense  interfeied  with  by  the 
int(Mvening  islands,  but  is,  and  always  has  been,  exercised 
by  all  nations  through  and  overall  i)arts  of  Behring  Sea 
and  through  liehring  Strait. 

15  NO  NATION   CAN  CLOSE   BEIIIIING  SEA;   NOK   CLAIM 

DOMINION   OVER   IT. 

The  geograi)hical  con(lili«)ns  of  Behring  Sea,  its  enor- 
mous si/e,  the  wide  open  navigable  ]»asses  through  and  to 
the  west  of  the  Aleutians,  together  with  thci  great  width 
of  the  northern  opening  through  Uehring  Strait,  renders 

*  Geographical  inilea  iu  all  caseuj  uulvuu  otiiorwieie  btated, 

15 
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it  impossible  for  any  nation  practically  to  close  the  sea 
against  the  ships  of  other  nations. 

It  is  not  a  land-locked  sea,  or  a  sea  so  siirronnded  by  land 
as  to  entitle  nations  to  whom  the  adjacent  territories  belong 
to  assert  a  territorial  dominion  over  it,  but  is  in  every  sense 
of  the  term  the  high  sea. 

PRIBYLOFF  ISLANDS. 

The  Pribyloff  Islands,  upon  which  are  the  principal 
breeding  resorts  or  "rookeries"  of  the  fur-seal  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  i!^orth  Pacific,  are  situated  in  Behring  Sea, 
and  consist  of  four  small  islands.  Two  of  them  only — St. 
Paul  and  St.  George — are  at  present  resorted  to  by  the 
seals  for  breeding  purposes.  These  two  islands  are  40 
miles  apart. 

The  Pribyloff  group  is  situated  180  miles  to  the  north  of 
Unalaska  Island  in  the  Aleutians,  and  nearly  300  miles  to 
the  west  of  the  mainland  of  Alaska,  these  being  the  nearest 
island  and  mainland. 

WATERS  BETWEEN   THESE   ISLANDS  AND  THE  MAINLAND 
CANNOT  BE   UNITED   STATES   TERRITORY,  NOR  WITHIN 


THEIR  TERRITORIAL  WATERS. 


The  position  of  the  Pribyloff  group  of  islands  in  the  open 
sea  is  therefore  such  that  no  claim  could  legitimately  be 
made  by  the  nation  owning  Alaska  or  the  Aleutians  to 
include  the  intervening  sea  within  its  territory,  and  no 
justitication  can  be  found  for  any  attempt  to  extend  the 
territorial  waters  washing  their  coasts,  respectively,  beyond 
the  3  miles  recognized  by  international  law,  or  to  treat 
them  as  embayed  waters. 

In  the  absence  of  Treaty,  or  of  some  claim  based  on 
acquiescence,  the  right  of  exclusive  Msliing  on  the  high  sea 
conceded  to  any  country  by  international  law  is  limited  to 
the  3  miles  of  territorial  waters. 

BRITISH  VESSELS  WRONGFULLY  SEIZED. 

On  general  principles  of  international  law,  therefore,  the 
places  where  the  British  vessels  were  seized  by  the  Cnited 
States  were  not  within  the  territorial  waters  of  the  United 
States,  but  on  the  high  sea. 

ALLEGED   CLAIMS  OF  RUSSIA. 

It  is  contended  by  the  United  States  that  Eussia  asserted 
and  exercised  jurisdiction  over  Behring  Sea  not  con- 
16        sistent  with  the  foregoing  jirinciples,  and  that,  cither 
by  express  consent  of  other  nations  or  by  acquies- 
cence, Eussia  asserted  this  jurisdiction  effectively. 
The  important  periods  for  consideration  are  as  follows: 
Prior  to  1799, 
1799  to  1821, 
1821  to  1825, 
182o  to  1867, 
1867  and  subsequently. 
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Prior  to  If 99. 
BEHRIXG   SEA  OPEN  TO   ALL  NATIONS. 

Behring  Sea  was  one  of  the  vast  partially  explored  seas 
open  to  the  world. 

It  had  begim  to  be  navigated  by  all  nations,  and  the  ^^  ^o!*'^''    ^^*' 
right  to  a  highway  through  the  sea  at  all  its  openings  had 
been  exercised  and  established;  the  rights  of  fishing  and 
trading  were  also  exercised. 

Its  eastern  shores  and  islands,  though  not  fully  explored 
or  known,  were  being  explored  by  Great  Britain,  the  United 
States,  France,  and  Eussia. 

Russian  Ukase  of  1799. 

CHARACTER   OF   THE  FIRST  UKASE. 

This  Ukase  deals  with  the  coast  of  America  and  the    British  Coun- 
Islands,  giving  commercial  privileges  to  the  Russian-Ameri-  ^er-^ase,  p.  ii. 
can  Company. 

The  territory  was  claimed  by  right  of  discovery;  aright 
which  neither  Great  Britain  nor  the  United  States  admitted 
in  negotiations. 

The  Ukase  is  jnirely  territorial;  it  does  not  claim  juris- 
diction over  the  sea,  or  profess  to  aftect  foreigners.  The 
territories  were,  and  were  treated  as,  colonies  separated 
from  the  Russian  Empire  by  the  high  seas.  The  Charter  to  ^a^^' Ap,.fndi^' 
the  Company  of  1844  expressly  uses  the  term  "colonies"  voi.i.  p. 3u. 
for  the  territories  in  America;  but  for  Okhotsk  on  the 
Siberian  mainland  the  term  used  is  "province." 

No  Russian  legislation  for  Behring  Sea  exists;  it  is  not 
alleged,  nor  could  it  be  proved,  that  foreigners  in  Behring 
Sea  were  aflected  by  Russian  Laws  in  general,  or  by  the 
Ukase  in  particular. 

Russia  did  not  claim,  nor  does  the  Ukase  i>retend,  to 
make  Behring  Sea  mare  dansum. 

The  Ukase  of  17!»()  therefore  leaves  the  (|uestiou  ofp^S'^l'','',,^.^''^^' 
17        domini(m  or  jurisdiction  over  Behring  Sea  untouched. 
The  highway.to  tlie  Arctic  Ocean  was  recognized,  and 
was  afterwards  used;  also  fishing  rights  as  on  the  high  sea. 

1799  to  1821. 

EIGHTS  OF  THE  HIGH  SEA  CONTINUED  TO  BE  EXERCISED. 

Rights  of  fr«>e  navigation  continued  to  be  exercised  unro- 

HtraiiM'd  by  Russia. 

Russia  continued  only  to  enforce  iicr  territorial  Ukase.       „  ,^.  ,     _ 
Behring  Sea  was  soon  hcfjuented  by  M)reigners  compet- p.37. 

ingwith  the  Company  in  navigation,  exploration,  and  trad©. 

B  S,  TT  X li 
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Russian  Ukase  of  1821. 

CHARACTER   OF   THE   SECOND   UKASE. 

Ibid.  Appen-  Eussia  did  not  shut  Beliriiig-  Sea,  nor  claim  it,  or  any  part 
p!^i.^'ibid.,  Part  of  it,  as  territory;  she  only  claimed  by  this  Ukase  exclii- 
II,  No.  1.  gjyg  sovereignty  on  territory  in  America  from  Behring 

Straits  as  far  south  as  51°  K.,  together  with  exclusive  juris- 
diction 100  miles  from  the  coast. 
United  states     The  claim  was  of  territory  on  land,  and  jurisdiction  to 
\o\?i,  p.^ef"  ^^'  restrain  trade  along  all  the  coasts  of  that  territory. 

The  United  States  claim  to  territory  and  dominion  in 
the  Behring  Sea  east  of  the  line  of  demarcation  depends 
entirely  on  the  cession  of  1SG7  by  Eussia. 

If  Russia  had  not  territory  and  dominion  in  Behring  Sea, 
she  could  not  cede  it  to  the  United  States. 

1821  to  1825. 

NOTIFICATION   OF   UKASE. 

This  Ukase  of  1821  was  notified  to  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 
TTnited  States     The  Eulcs  auiicxed  to  it,  and  the  Charter  issued  at  the 
vou, ^'^16°^!^'  same  time,  applied  to  Eussian  subjects  and  to  foreigners. 

PROTESTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  UNITED   STATES. 

British  Case      A  protest  was  at  once  entered  by  both  Governments,  the 
^ ppencix,vo .  11  gj.j|^jgjj  protcst  being  directed  both  to  the  claim  of  exclu- 
British  Case,  giyg,  sovereignty  over  the  territories,  and  of  exclusive  rights 
Part  II,  No.  2.'  '  within  the  maritime  limits  specified.     The  United  States 
protest  was  directed  in  the  same  way  to  every  part  of  the 
claim:  to  the  claim  to  the  territories  south  and  east  of 
Behring  Straits;  to  the  extension  of  the  southern  limit 
from  55°  north  to  51°  north;  and  to  the  extension  of  mari- 
time jurisdiction. 
British  Case,  Botli  protcsts  wcpc  at  first  met  by  explanations  of 

dix^voL  it^Pa?tl8        the  reasons  for  the  Ukase:  by  statements  that  the 
I,  pp. 3  and  24.  Powcrs  wcre  expressly  to  understand  that  the  en- 

trance to  and  navigation  of  Behring  Sea  had  not  been 
affected  except  within  the  100  miles  limit,  but  that  this 
limit  was  insisted  on  for  the  jirotection  of  Eussian  com- 
merce. 
British  Case.  After  thcsc  protcsts,  Eussia  issued  instructions  to  her 
cruizers  practically  suspending  the  effect  of  the  Ukase  in 
so  far  as  the  claim  to  maritime  jurisdiction  was  concerned. 

WITHDRAWAL    BY  RUSSIA  OF  HER   CLAIM  TO    MARITIME 
JURISDICTION. 

This  withdrawal  was  notified  to  Great  Britain,  and  a  sug- 
gestion made  tl)atthe  delimitation  of  boundaries  should  be 
matter  of  negotiation. 

It  was  notified  also  to  the  United  States,  and  communi' 
cated  by  both  Poweys  tQ  tl^eir  respective  liepreseutativea. 


p.  44. 
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The  United  States  also  informed  the  British  Minister  to  (^^j^/fe  t  on  to 
the  United  States  ©f  the  same  fact,  and  this  withdrawal  Adams.) 
was  made  the  basis  of  communications  to  the  Russian  Kep- 
resentatives  during  the  negotiations,  and  was  never  denied. 
It  was  communicated  with  the  consent  of  the  Russian  Am-  ^^^ri^ti^^^  ^Case, 
bassador  in  somewhat  guarded  language  to  British  ship- p.^t^e!"  '^•^'"•"• 
owners. 

Russia  never  withdrew  or  qualified  the  abandonment  of 
the  100-mile  jurisdiction  claim,  and  on  this  basis  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  Treaties  proceeded. 

The  abandonment,  demanded  both  by  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  was  not  of  any  specific  part  of  her  claim 
to  jurisdiction,  nor  were  certain  coasts  specified  along  which 
this  jurisdiction  should  not  be  exercised,  but  she  abandoned 
the  ichole  claim  to  jurisdiction  along  the  irhole  of  the  coasts 
of  the  territories  she  claimed,  and  never  again  revived  or 
attempted  to  exercise  it  on  any  part  of  the  coasts.  British   caae 

The  action  of  the  "  Apollon"  in  the  case  of  the  "Pearl"  p.  73. 
was  disavowed  by  the  Russian  Government. 

The  United  States  Treaty  of  1824. 

The  United  States  having  objected  to  the  claim  of  terri- 
tory by  Russia  south  and  east  of  Behring  Straits,  as  far 
south  as  51°,  and  also  to  the  claim  of  maritime  jurisdiction 
along  the  shores  of  that  territory;  further,  Russia  having 
agreed  to  withdraw  that  claim  of  maritime  jurisdiction ;  the 
Treaty  was  entered  into  to  carry  out  the  arrange- 
19  ments  which  had  been  come  to.  It  is  therefore  obvi- 
ous that  the  words  of  Article  I,  "  any  i)art  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,"  include  l>ehiing  Sea. 

The  fact  that  the  Tnited  States  also  contested  the  exten- 
sion of  the  southern  Ijoundary  does  not  afiectthis  position. 

There  was  nothing  unusual  in  using  the  term  "  J'acific"  ^yt'^i'  S^^^ 
to  include  Beliring  hea;  it  was  commonly  so  used  m  de-" 
spatches,  by  writers,  and  by  geograjjliers  at  that  time,  and 
is  now;  it  is  used  in  this  sensi^  by  all  the  jurists  who  have 
dealt  with  th(;  Treaties,  and  by  Gn-cnliow,  a  i)r()ininent 
odicial  of  the  United  States  Governnieiit,  in  official  pub- 
lications. 

It  was  necessarily  used  ill  thcTreaty  in  this  sense,  because 
the  al)andoned  claim  to  restrict  freedom  of  navigation  and 
fishing  ai)plied  to  several  j)arts  of  the  Pacilic  Ocean,  viz., 
r.chriiig  Sea,  the  Seaol"  Okhotsk,  and  that  part  of  the  Pacific 
which  lies  south  and  east  of  the  Alaskan  territory. 

The  arguiiK-nt  that  it  apjtlicd  only  to  the  I'acilic  Ocean 
south  and  east  of  the  vMaskan  t<'nitory,  and  not  to  Beh- 
ring Sea,  is  (lisju-oved  by  the  fact  that  the  100  miles  <-laim 
of  jurisdiction  extended  both  to  the  north  and  tolhes(»ulh 
of  the  Aleutians.  Its  withdrawal,  I  hei-eforc,  could  not  have 
be«'n  confined  to  the  south,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  iioith, 
unless  it  had  been  expressly  so  slated. 

Other  i)iovisions  of  the  'I'leiity  (r.  //.,  Article,  II,  forbid- 
ding resort  to  any  jtoint  where  there  was  a  lliissian  estab- 
lishment) manifestly  apj)Ii<d  to  the  whole  territory  cluimed 
by  the  Ukase, 
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The  British  Treaty  of  1825. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  Treaties  of  1824  and  1825  declared 
and  recognized  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  to  navigate  and  fish  in  all  parts  of  the  non-terri- 
torial waters  over  which  the  Ukase  purported  to  extend : 
that  the  body  of  water  known  as  Behring  Sea  was  included 
in  the  phrase  "  Pacitic  Ocean  "  as  used  in  the  Treaty  of 
1825;  and  that  the  limited  meanings  placed  on  the  term 
"  north-west  coast "  or  -'north-west  coast  of  America  "  in 
the  United  States  Case  are  incorrect. 

Througliout  the  negotiations  wliich  preceded  the  Trea- 
ties, the  words  "north-west  coast"  were  used  to  include 
not  less  than  the  whole  of  the  North  American  coast 
20        from  Behring  Straits  to  51°  north.    If  it  had  been 
intended  to  limit  this  general  term  to  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  coast,  explicit  language  would  have  been  used. 

One  contention  of  the  United  States,  in  effect,  limits  tlie 
"north-west  coast"  to  the  lisiere  defined  in  the  Ilird 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1825. 

While  on  the  one  hand  Article  VI  of  the  Treaty  was 
confined  to  the  lisiere  indiquee,  on  the  other  hand,  the  recip- 
rocal liberty  of  access  and  commerce  with  each  other's 
territories  secured  by  Article  VII  was  clearly  not  con- 
fined to  the  lisiere]  the  main  proposals  made  with  regard 
to  this  related  to  its  possession  by  Russia.  The  other  pro- 
l^osals,  including  that  as  to  reciprocal  liberty  of  access, 
related  to  the  whole  of  the  north-west  coast.  In  the  words 
of  Mr.  Canning,  writing  in  1824,  the  object  was  to  secure 
reciprocal  access  to  the  territories  of  the  respective  Powers. 
British  Conn- This  was  effected  by  adopting,  as  Article  VII  of  the 
ter-case,  p.  4'j.  British  Treaty,  Article  IV  of  the  United  States  Treaty, 
which  gave  to  Eussia  and  the  United  States  a  reciprocal 
right  of  frequenting  for  ten  years  the  interior  seas  on  the 
coast  mentioned  in  Article  III  of  that  Treaty.  This  coast 
was  clearly  the  whole  of  the  north-west  coast  from  Behr- 
ring  Strait  southwards  to  about  54^  40',  Russia  agreeing 
not  to  form  any  establishment  south  of  54°  40',  and  the 
United  States  agreeing  not  to  form  any  to  the  north  of  that 
latitude. 

It  is  submitted,  therefore,  that  Behring  Sea  is  clearly 
included  in  the  term  "  Pacific  Ocean "  in  the  Treaty  of 
1825. 

ANALYSIS   OF   THE   TREATY. 

Article  III  of  the  Treaty  of  1825  traces  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  two  Powers  on  the  coast  of  the 
continent  and  the  islands  of  I^orth-western  America. 

Article  IV  defines  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the  lisiere 
which  was  to  belong  to  Russia. 

Article  V  emphasizes  the  possession  of  the  lisiere  by 
Russia  by  reiterating  that  the  reciprocal  prohibition  against 
forming  establishments  in  the  possessions  of  the  two  parties 
respectively  applied  in  the  case  of  the  Russian  possessions 
both  to  the  coast  and  to  the  lisiere  comprised  within  those 
possessions, 
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Article  YI  dealt  only  with  the  lisicre,  graiitii)g  to  Great 
Britain  a  i)erpetual  right  of  navigation  of  ail  the  rivers 
flowing  to  the  Pacitic  across  the  line  of  demarcation  of  the 

lisicre  iudicixted  in  Article  III. 
21  Article  VII,  on  the  other  hand,  dealt  with  the  coast 

of  the  continent  mentioned  in  Article  III:  it  gave 
to  the  two  parties  a  reciprocal  right  of  visit  to  all  the  inland 
waters,  harbours,  &c.,  on  this  coast:  it  applied,  tlierefore, 
to  the  coast  of  the  whole  of  the  Russian  possessions,  as 
well  as  to  the  wlioleof  the  coast  of  the  British  possessions. 

If  the  right  of  access  under  Article  VII  were  limited  to 
the  coast  of  the  lisiere,  the  reciprocal  character  of  the 
Article  would  be  destroyed. 

The  text  of  the  Treaty  clearly  shows,  therefore,  that  the 
exijression  "  north-west  coast "  included  the  whole  of  the 
coast  on  the  north-west  of  the  American  continent;  and 
that  the  term  "Pacific  Ocean"  included  all  the  Avaters 
washing  the  north-west  coast,  including  BehringSea. 

This  argument  is  supported  bv  the  fact  that  in  the  Trea-    i^ritish  conn 
ties  of  1811, 1843,  and  1859,  concluded  by  Kussia  witli  Great  *"-^''^^^'  »•  ^^• 
Britain  and  other  Powers  (and  wliich  are  examined  in  the 
British  Counter-Case,  pp.  51-52),  the  term  "  North-west 
coast  of  America"  is  used  in  a  manner  showing  conclusively 
that  it  included  the  coast  of  Behring  Sea. 

The  Treaty  of  1859  did  not  expire  till  1869,  i.  e.,  after  the 
cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  Stales. 

The  notice  issued  by  the  United  States  in  1845  at  the 
request  of  Russia  warns  the  United  States  citizens  against 
infringing  the  Treaty  of  18-4  by  "resorting  to  any  i)()int 
upon  the  Russian- American  coast  where  there  is  a  Russian 
establishment."  This  notice  clearly  applied  to  all  the  coast 
of  Behring  Sea. 

The  Cession  of  Alaska  to  United  States  in  1867. 

The  whole  of  the  Russian  territories  on  the  north-west 
coast  of  Ameri(;a,  together  with  the  islands,  were  ceded  by 
Russia  to  the  United  States  Treaty  of  1807. 

UNITED   STATES   STATUTES,  &C.,  DEALING  WITH  ALASKA. 

It  is  submitted  tliat  the  United  States  oflicial  Acts  and 
Statutes  dealing  witii  Alaska  Tc-rritory  next  mentioned, 
whate  v(!r  their  <;onstruction,lia\(' no  force  or  validity  against 
foreigners,  and  therefore  allord  no  sup])ort  to  llic  i)osition 
assumed  by  tli<i  IJiiilcd  Stales.     ^IMicy  ar(!  as  follows: 

'^riic  Act  of  .hily  I8(i.s,  seel  ion  1,  extending  the  laws    ignited  states 
22         of  the  United  Slates  relating  to  customs,  eommeree,  ''"""••'•''«■ 

and  navigation  over  all  the  mainland,  islands,  and 
watersof  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  liussia. 

Se(;ti(m  1950,  Jtevised  Statutes,  Cliai)ter  .'J,  title  23,  pro-  n.i.i.,  Ai-pon. 
liibiting  the  killing  of  fur-seals  and  other  animals  within  •''''•  ^"'■•i'"''- 
the  limit  of  Alaska  'i'enilory,  oi-  in  the  waters  thereof. 

"An  Act  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  Salmon    ii''*!-. p09. 
Fisheries  of  Alaska,  1.S89,"  section  3,  de<;laring  that  Sec- 
tion 1950,  above,  shall  "include  and  ai)plytoall  the  domin- 
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ion  of  the  TTnited  States  in  the  waters  of  the  Behrinj?  Sea;" 
and  that  the  Proclamation  of  tlie  President,  warning-  all 
persons  from  entering'  such  waters  for  the  i)uri)Ose  of  violat- 
ing- the  Statutes,  shall  be  published  at  each  United  States 
port  of  entry  "on  the  Pacific  coast." 
Ibid.,  p.  112.  A  Proclamation  of  the  United  States  President  in  1889 
(and  also  in  1890,  1891,  and  1892),  warning  all  persons 
entering  the  waters  of  Behring  Sea,  within  the  dominion 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  violating  Section 
1956,  and  authorizing  seizure  of  vessels. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  application  of  these  Statutes  and 
official  Acts  to  foreigners  is  not  warranted  by  the  Treaty 
of  Cession  of  18G7,  and  cannot  be  supported  by  any  prin- 
ciple of  law. 

TREATY  OF   CESSION,   1867. 

United  States     The  Treaty  of  Cession  contained  the  following  j)rovisions : 

Case,  Appcudix, 

vol.  i,  p.  46.  ,  _ 

^  Article  I. 

[United  States  translation  and  constraction  of  the  Treaty  incorrect.] 

"  Sa  Majesty  I'Empereur  de  Toutes  les  Russies  s'eugage  .... 
h  c^der  aux  Etats-Unis  ....  tout  le  territoire  avec  droit  de 
8ouveraiuet6  actuellement  poss6d^  par  Sa  Majestd  sur  le  Continent 
d'Am6rique  ainsi  que  les  lies  contignes,  le  dit  territoire  ^taut  compris 
dans  les  limites  gdographiques  cidessons  indiquoes     .     .     .     ." 

A  line  running  through  Behring  Straits,  and  thence  to  the  south- 
west to  a  point  between  Attu  and  Commander  Islands,  is  drawn  as  "la 
limite  occidentale  des  territoires  c(5dt^8,  de  maniere  k  enclaver  dans  le 
territoire  c^d6,  toutes  les  lies  Aleoutes  situ^es  a  I'est  de  ce  mt^ridien." 

The  eastern  boundary  was  the  line  of  demarcation  traced  by  the 
Treaty  of  1825. 
23  Article  II. 

The  right  of  property  in  all  the  vacant  lands  and  public  places,  &c., 
is  included  "dans  le  territoire  c6d^." 

Article  VI. 

"  .  .  .  .  La  cession  du  territoire  avec  droit  de  souverainet^ 
faite  par  cette  Convention,  est  d^clar<5e  libre ;  .  .  .  .  et  la  ces- 
Bion  ainsi  faite  transf^re  tons  les  droits,  franchises,  et  privileges 
appartenaut  actuellement  a  la  Rnssie  dans  le  dit  territorie  et  ses 
dependances." 

United  States     Thcsc  articlcs  are  thus  rendered  into  English  in  the 
vou'.p^r''^' United  States  Case: 

British     Case, 
Appendix,  vol.  ii,  ,  t 

Part  III,  No.  3.  ARTICLE  I. 

"  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  All  the  Russias  agrees  to  cede  to  the 
United  States,  ....  all  the  territory  and  dominion  now  pos- 
sessed by  His  said  Majesty  on  the  Continent  of  America  and  in  the 
adjacent  islands,  the  same  being  contained  within  the  geographical 
limits  herein  set  forth     .     .     .     . " 

A  line  running  through  the  Behring  Strait,  and  thence  to  the  south- 
west to  a  point  between  Attu  and  Commander  Islands,  is  drawn  as 
"the  western  limit  within  which  the  territories  and  dominion  con- 
veyed are  contained  so  as  to  include  in  the  territory  conveyed  the 
whole  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  east  of  that  meridian." 

Article  II. 

The  right  of  property  in  all  the  vacant  lands  and  public  places,  &c., 
is  included  "in  the  cession  of  territory  and  dominion." 
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Article  VI. 

".  .  .  .  The  cession  of  territory  and  dominion  herein  made  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  free,  ....  and  tlie  cession  hereby  made 
conveys  all  the  rights,  Iranchises,  and  privileges  now  belonging  to 
Russia  in  the  said  territory  or  dominion,  and  appurtenances  thereto." 

In  this  translation  tlie  expression  (twice  nsed)  "Le  terri- 
toire  avec  droit  de  soiiverainete"  is  translated  "the  terri- 
tory and  dominion.'^ 
24  The  accnrate   translation  is,  "The  territory,  to- 

gether with  the  riglit  of  sovereignty." 

It  expresses  not  merely  a  grant  of  territory,  bnt  also  of 
the  sovereign  rights  over  snch  territory.  It  says  nothing 
of  sovereign  rights  or  dominion  over  the  sea.  The  west- 
ern bonndary-line  is  drawn  not  to  inclnde  as  territory  or 
dominion  the  waters  to  the  east  of  it,  bnt  to  show  that  the 
islands  and  territory  to  the  east  of  it  pass  to  the  United 
States  by  the  cession. 

In  this  translation  also  the  expression  "  territoires  cedes" 
is  translated  "the  territories  and  dominion  ceded." 

Snch  translation  is  only  permissible  as  a  free  rendering 
of  the  French,  and  as  incorporating  the  same  dominion  or 
sovereignty  which  is  alluded  to  in  Article  I,  i.  e.,  sover- 
eignty over  the  ceded  territories. 

1  n  the  YIth  Article  the  ex[)ression  "le  dit  territoire  et  ses 
de])endances"  is  translated  "the  said  territory  or  dominion 
and  appurtenances  thereto." 

The  accurrate  translation  is,  "The  said  territory  and  its 
dependencies." 

UNITED   STATES  ARGUMENT  AND   JUDGMENTS  BASED   ON 
SUCH  ERRONEOUS  TRANSLATION  AND   CONSTRUCTION. 

On  these  mistranslations  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  are  caYJp.w.^***^ 
founded  the  United  States  argument  and  certain  judicial 
decisions,  to  the  eftcct  that  the  waters  referred  to  in  the 
Statutes  were  included  in  the  dominion  ceded  by  Russia, 
and  include  all  Beliring  Sea  to  the  east  of  the  boundary- 
line. 

Further,  the  inference  drawn  by  the  United  States,  and 
submitted  to  the  Arl)itration  Tribunal,  is  that  n])  to  the 
time  of  the  cession  Russia  continued  to  claim  dominion  over 
Behring  Sea,  reliiuiuisliing  ]»:ut  of  it  to  the  United  States; 
that  tliis  dominion  so  claimed  forty  years  after  the  Treaties 
of  1824-25  is  evidence,  of  British  acquies(;en(;e  in  such 
claim;  and  that  therefore  the  United  States  are  entitled  to 
have  (Question  o,  and  all  other  ([uestions  depending  on 
it,  answered  in  favour  of  the  United  States. 

A  reference  to  the  language  of  the  1'reaty  of  1807  shows 
that  both  arguments  and  inference  are  unfounded. 

There  is  nothing  to  warrant  any  larger  nn-aning  being 
given  to  "waters  tiiereof  than  tlie  usual  meaning,  i.e.,  3 
miles  of  territorial  waters. 

Diawing  an  iinaginai-y  boundaiy  line  thntugh  the  high 
sea  for  the  puipose  of  deliniilation  of  territories  on  either 
side  of  it  does  not  warrant  the  inference  that  dominion 
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over  the  high  sea  on  eitlier  side  is  claimed.     Such 

25  definition  of  a  boundary  line  is  tlie  only  one  jjossible 
where  the  cession  is  of  many  islands  and  rocks,  many 

of  which  are  not  named  or  surveyed,  and  some  of  which 
are  even  perhaps  uidcnown. 

The  cession  was  of  all  territories  within  the  boundary- 
line,  and  the  Treaty  so  expressed  it. 

An  exauiple  of  the  use  of  water  boundary-lines  for  this 
purpose  is  furnished  by  the  United  Kingdom  Statute  defin- 
ing the  limits  of  New  Zealand,  which  plainly  refers  only  to 
United  states  territories  and  islands  within  those  limits.  Yet  the  United 
^^'^'  '  States,  for  consistency,  assert,  contrary  to  the  fact,  that 
Great  Britain  thereby  claims  as  within  the  Colony  all  the 
high  sea  within  those  limits. 

The  United  States  contention  has  been  shown  to  depend 
on  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  Treaty  of  18G7. 

The  decisions  of  the  United  States  Courts  condemning 
British  vessels  for  a  supposed  breach  of  the  United  States 
sealing  laws  adopt  a  similar  construction,  and  are  therefore 
not  to  be  supported. 

Three  examples  of  such  decisions,  with  the  judgments, 
are  set  out  in  the  United  States  Api^endix : 

Case  of  the  "  TJiornton,^^  1886. 

DECISIONS  OF  UNITED  STATES   COURTS  CITED   IN  UNITED 

STATES   CASE. 

caY"'AtpendS     Bawsou,  J.,  held  that  ''all  the  waters  within  the  bound- 
voi.i'.p.iu.      '  ary  set  forth  in  this  treaty    ....     are  to  be  considered 
as  comjirised  within  the  waters  of  Alaska." 

The  "  Thornton,"  a  British  vessel,  was  seized  when  fish- 
ing 70  miles  south-east  of  St.  George  Island,  the  nearest 
land,  and  was  condemned. 

Case  of  the  ^^Dolphin^^  and  other  ships,  1887. 

Ibid., p.  115.  Dawson,  J.,  held  that  Eussia  had  claimed  jurisdiction 
over  Behring  Sea,  and  that  Great  Britain  had  acquiesced 
in  that  claim;  that  the  United  States  had  purchased  the 
sea  east  of  the  boundary-line,  and  that  the  action  of  the 
United  States  was  "  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  powers  of 
sovereignty  under  the  law  of  nations,  with  which  no  nation 
can  lawfully  interfere." 

The  "  Dolphin  "  and  other  ships,  British  vessels,  were 
seized  when  fishing  beyond  the  3-mile  limit  in  Behring  Sea, 
and  were  condemned, 

26  Case  of  the  ''James  G.  Swan,^^  1892. 

■United  States  Haudford,  J.,  held  that  Russia  had  asserted  authority 
voM,^m°^''''over  Behring  Sea  by  assuming  to  transfer  to  the  United 
States  certain  territory  and  dominion  with  definite  bound- 
aries, including  a  large  part  of  Behring  Sea,  and  that  the 
United  States,  by  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession, 
acquired  a  claim  of  right  to  exercise  authority  and  sover- 
eignty therein. 
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The  schooner  was  condemned. 

The  decisions  of  the  United  States  Courts  in  the  con- 
demnation of  other  vessels  proceed  on  the  same  principles. 

Either  they  were  wrong  in  i^oint  of  construction,  or  the 
Statutes  upon  which  they  were  founded  were  ultra  vires  as 
against  foreigners.  In  neither  case  do  they  furnish  any 
justification  for  the  action  of  the  United  States. 

CONCLUSIONS  ESTABLISHED  BY    FOREGOING  ARGUMENT. 

The  foregoing  facts  and  arguments,  it  is  submitted,  con- 
clusively establish  that  the  following  answers  should  be 
given  to  the  first  four  questions  in  Article  VI  of  the  Treaty 
of  Arbitration. 

To  Question  1. — That  Eussia  exercised  no  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  Behring  Sea  prior  to  18G7;  that,  in  1821  only, 
Eussia  asserted  exchisive  jurisdiction  over  a  part  of  Behring 
Sea  along  its  coasts,  but  that  she  withdrew  the  assertion, 
and  never  afterwards  asserted  or  exercised  such  jurisdic- 
tion. 

That  Eussia  exercised  no  exclusive  rights  in  the  seal  fish- 
eries in  Behring  Sea  prior  to  18G7;  that  in  1821  only,  Eus- 
sia claimed  exclusive  rights,  as  included  in  her  claim  of 
jurisdiction  extending  to  100  miles  from  the  coast,  but  that 
she  withdrew  the  assertion,  and  never  afterwards  asserted 
or  exercised  such  rights. 

The  only  exclusive  right  which  Eussia  subsequently  exer- 
cised was  the  right  incidental  to  her  territorial  ownership. 

To  Question  2. — That  Great  Britain  neither  recognized 
nor  conceded  any  claims  of  Eussia  of  jurisdiction  as  to  the 
seal  fisheries,  *.  e.,  either  (a)  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
Behring  Sea,  or  (6)  exclusive  rights  in  the  fisheries  in  Beh- 
ring Sea,  save  as  already  mentioned. 
27  To  Question  3. — That  Hehriiig  Sea  was  included  in 

"Pacific  Ocean"  in  the  Treaty  of  1825. 

That  Eussia  neither  held  nor  exclusively  exercised  any 
rights  in  Jiehring  Sea  after  the  Treaty  of  1825,  save  only 
such  territorial  rights  as  were  allowed  to  her  by  interna- 
tional law. 

To  Question  4. — That  no  rights  as  to  jurisdiction  or  as  to 
the  seal  fisheries  in  Ik'hring  Sea  east  of  the  water  boundary, 
in  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Ivussia  of  the 
.30th  March,  18G7,  passed  to  the  United  States  under  tliat 
Treaty,  except  such  as  were  incidental  to  the  islands  and 
other  territory  ceded. 


PART   II. 


Argument  addressed  to  the  5th  Question  for  Decision  under 
Article  VI  of  the  Treaty  of  Arbitration,  viz.:  Has  the 
United  States  any  Bight  of  Protection  or  Property  in  the 
Fur-seals  ? 


PROPOSITIONS    MAINTAINED    IN    PART  II   OF   THE   ARGU- 
MENT  OF   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

1.  That  seals  are  animals /<?rcp  naturce. 

2.  That  the  only  property  in  animals /ercc  naturce  known 
to  tlie  law  is  dependent  on  possession. 

3.  That  this  law  is  common  both  to  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States. 

4.  That  the  owner  of  land  has  the  exclusive  right  to  take 
possession  of  them  while  they  are  on  his  land;  but  that 
right  is  lost  when  they  leave  his  land;  and  when  they  are 
on  the  high  sea  all  alike  have  the  right  to  take  possession 
of  them. 

5.  That  while  on  the  Pribyloft"  Islands,  neither  the  United 
States  nor  their  lessees  exercise  their  right  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  seals  other  than  of  those  actually  killed. 

And  that  when  the  seals  leave  the  Pribyloff  Islands  and 
take  to  the  high  seas,  all  ex(;lusive  right  of  the  United 
States  is  at  an  end,  and  all  alike  have  the  right  to  take 
I>ossession  of  them. 

6.  That  no  riglit  of  protection  of  the  seals  in  Behring 

Sea  or  in  any  othei-  ])art  of  the  Pacific,  exists. 
28  7.  That  the  claim  of  a  Goveinment  to  ])r(>tect  ani- 

mals, which  are  not  theii-  pro])erty,  on  the  high  sea, 
and  therel)y  to  interfeie  with  the  exercise  ol"  the  rights  of 
fishing  whi(;h  other  nalions  ]»ossess,  cannot  bo  supported 
by  any  known  i»rin(iples  of  law. 

8.  Tliat  no  analogy  exists  between  the  rights  claimed  by 
the  United  States  and  those;  claimed  and  exeicised  by  other 
nations  on  the  high  seas,  whether  as  regards  fishing  laws 
or  otherwise,  and  tiiat  the  United  Statescannot  derive  any 
warrant  for  the  right  claimed  from  such  fishery  or  other 
laws. 
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British  Conn-     Tlie  fiirsGal  IS  Dot  oulj  a  marine  animal,  but  pelagic  in 
ter  Case,  p.  100.  i|j,^|,if^^  Spending  most  of  its  time  at  large  in  the  open  ocean. 
It  is  migratory  in  its  habit,  and  in  the  course  of  the  year 
traverses  a  great  part  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  time  in  each  year  during  which  various  classes  of  fur- 
seals  (or  some  considerable  x>ortion  of  them)  remain  on  or 
about  the  breeding-islands  for  purposes  of  reproduction,  is 
from  three  to  five  and  a-half  months.  But  individual  seals 
(with  the  exception  of  the  old  bulls)  frequent  the  adjacent 
waters  for  much  of  the  time  of  their  resort  to  the  islands, 
and  many  young  males  and  virgin  females  lu'obably  do  not 
land  at  all.  The  average  length  of  stay  ashore  of  the  seals 
is  about  one-third  of  the  year. 

Ibid.,  p.  101.        The  food  of  the  fur-seal  is  entirely  derived  from  the  sea. 

Ibid., p.  142.  The  expression  "home"  or  "sole  home,"  applied  to  the 
Pribyloff  Islands  in  connection  with  the  fur-seals  found  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Pacific,  is  inadmissible,  even  on  the 
assumption  that  all  are  born  there.  A  migratory  animal 
cannot  be  said  to  be  "  at  home"  only  when  in  its  breeding 
area.  The  home  of  any  si)ecies  is  the  area  within  which  it 
habitually  lives.  Animals  may  have  winter  as  well  as 
summer  homes. 

The  priucipal  "winter  home"  of  the  fur-seals  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  North  Pacific  is  the  part  of  the  ocean 
lying  off  the  coast  of  British  Columbia;  and  there  enor- 
mous quantities  of  fish,  which  would  otherwise  be  available 
for  the  supi^ort  of  the  inhabitants,  are  consumed  by  the 

seals. 
29  The  principal  "winter  home"  of  the  fur-seals  of 

the  western  part  of  the  North  Pacific,  is,  similarly, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Japanese  coasts.  But  seals  in 
smaller  numbers  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  North 
Pacific. 

British  Coim-     In  the  summcr  months,  most  of  the  seals  go  northwards 
ter-case,  p.  142.  ^^^  breeding  imrposes.    Some  go  to  the  Commander  Islands, 
others  to  the  Kurile  Islands  and  Eobben  Island,  others  to 
the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

No  special  bodies  of  the  seals  can  be  said  to  resort  entirely 

and  invariably  to  one  or  other  of  these  groups  of  islands. 

Intermingling  occurs  between  the  seals  of  the  North 

Pacific  generally,  both  to  the  north  and  to  the  south  of  the 

Aleutian  Islands. 

The  allegation  that  the  identity  of  individual  seals  can 
be  established  when  at  sea  cannot  seriously  be  advanced. 

ibid.,p.i36.  Exi)eriments  and  observation  further  show  that  seals 
born  on  one  of  the  Pribyloff"  Islands  often  land  in  another 
year  on  the  other  island,  and  that  the  relative  numbers  of 
seals  on  the  two  islands  varies  from  year  to  year. 

The  tendency  of  the  slaughter  carried  on  upon  the  Priby- 
loff' Islands  is  to  drive  the  seals  away  from  tliese  island.s, 
and  many  other  islands  are  available  as  breeding-places. 

Ibid., p.  141.  The  fact  of  the  intermingling  of  the  seals  of  both  sides 
of  the  North  Pacific,  likeA\ise  shows  that  not  all  the  seals 
found  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  ocean  can  have  been  born 
on  the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

Ibid.,  p.  119.  The  exi>ression  "Alaskan  herd  "  is  simply  a  fanciful 
creation,  supposed  to  lend,  by  the  use  of  the  term  "  herd," 
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some  colour  to  tlie  United  States  contention  of  right  of 
property  and  protection. 

Tbe  term  ''herd^'  is  applicable  to  seals  (if  at  all)  only    iwd., p. us. 
when  on  the  islands,  and  then  only  to  each  rookery  sepa- 
rately, or  to  bodies  of  seals  driven  together. 

iso  distinction,  as  between  the  fur-seals  resorting  to  the 
two  sides  of  the  ISTorth  Pacific,  has  heretofore  been  known 
to  naturalists. 

30  The  alleged  distinction  recently  advanced  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  is  based  on  the  classing 

of  skins  by  fur-dealers,  but  such  classing,  and  the  differ- 
ences of  price  resulting,  are  no  evidence  of  difference  of 
kind  in  the  fur-seal  or  in  other  animals. 

The  criteria  employed  by  fur-dealers  in  classing  the 
skins,  though  important  in  the  trade,  are  in  themselves 
slight  and  diflicult  of  definition.  In  the  particular  case 
of  fur- seal  skins  from  the  Pribyloff  and  Commander  Islands, 
experienced  dealers  actually  observe  a  large  percentage 
of  skins  from  each  source  which  would  be  classed,  accord- 
ing to  the  criteria  they  employ,  as  coming  from  the  other. 

Though  fur-seals  are  to  a  certain  degree  controllable    British  cmm- 
when  on  land,  this  resnlts  from  their  helplessness  ^i]i]ei«'"-<^^'*'^'P-"^- 
there,  and  such  control  has  nothing  to  do  with  domestica- 
tion. 

It  is  imj^racticable  so  to  control  the  seals  as  to  prevent 
them  from  going  to  the  sea  whenever  they  desire  to  do  so, 
and,  were  it  possible  so  to  do,  the  seals  would  perish. 

While  the  seals  are  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  they  are 
left  entirely  to  their  natural  inclinations  both  as  to  leaving 
and  returning  to  the  islands. 

They  retain  there  all  tlieir  characteristics  of  animals 
fer(K.  naturw. 

They  are  unused  to,  and  incapable  of,  any  but  slow  and 
labouied  mo\ement  on  land,  and  are  tlierefore  easily  sur- 
rounded and  driven  to  the  killing-grounds  for  slaughter. 

Such  control   as   is   exercised    in   driving   and   killing,    ibid.,p.ii2. 
amounts   to   no   more  than    preventing  those  which  are 
seh'cled  for  killing  from  esca]»ing. 

The  seals  dread  the  a]>])r()ach  of  man,  and  endeavour  to 
fiee  from  him,  even  when  (collected  in  great  numbers  ashore; 
though  it  is  ])robablethat,  when  their  lireeding  i)laces  were 
first  visited,  ignorance  caused  them  to  be  fearless.  The 
result  of  this  (;onta(;t  with  man  has  therefore  been  the 
opi)Osite  of  that  implied  by  domestication. 

During  the  great(!r  i)artof  the  year,  the  seals  are  wholly 
removed  from  tht;  cognizance  of  persons  on  the  Pribylolf 
Jshmds;  ami  till  very  lately  their  winter  haunts  were  not 
even  known. 

All   ideas   attaclied    to   tlie.  word  "<lonu'stic"  are 

31  therefor<' wanting  in  tliecaseof  iur-seals.     Man  does 
not  |)r(»vi(le  tlieir  food  or  in  any  way  assist  them  to 

obtain  it;  liis  care  is  utmost  of  ;i  negative  kind,  and  con- 
sists in  the  avoidance  of  a<'ts  whieli  wouhl  lend  to  drive 
them  wholly  away  from  (he  hreecjing  islmids.  They  would 
not  suller,  l)ut,  on  the  contrary,  would  prolit,  by  his  depar- 
ture from  these  islands. 
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1^0  scientific  autliority  can  be  adduced  in  snpport  of  the 
contention  that  the  seal  is  other  tlian  a  wikl  animal;  and  it 
is  believed  that  no  opinion  from  any  source  which  is  recog- 
nized as  entitled  to  weight  can  be  quoted  to  such  an  eflect. 

Statement  of  the  Law  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
as  to  Property  in  Animals  "  Ferw  Naturae.'''' 

The  common  law  in  force  both  in  America  and  England 
as  to  animals  ferce  naturw  is  identical. 

PROPERTY  IN  WILD  ANIMALS  DEPENDENT  ON  POSSESSION. 

This  law  recognizes  no  property  in  animals  ferw  naturae 
until  possession.  Property,  while  the  animals  are  alive, 
remains  only  so  long  as  this  possession  lasts;  when  this 
possession  is  lost  the  property  is  lost.  The  law  considers 
that  they  are  then  wild  animals  at  large,  and  that  the  rights 
of  capture  revert  to  all  alike. 

The  owner  of  land  has  what  is  sometimes  called  a  quali- 
fied property  in  wild  animals  on  the  land,  but  this  is  no 
more  than  the  exclusive  right  to  take  possession  while  they 
are  there,  and  when  they  leave  the  land  that  exclusive  right 
is  gone. 

The  following  passage  is  taken  from  the  treatise  of  the 
well-known  authors,  Pollock  and  Wright,  on  "  Possession 
in  the  Common  Law,"  p.  231 : 

.  .  .  .  Trespass  or  theft  cannot  at  common  law  be  committed  of 
livinff  animals  fevce  naturae  nnless  they  are  tame  or  confined.  Tliey 
•  may  he,  in  the  park  or  pond  of  a  person  who  has  the  exclusive  riji^ht 
to  take  them,  bnt  they  are  not  in  his  possession  unless  they  are  either 
BO  confined,  or  so  powerless  by  reason  of  immaturity  that  they  can  be 
taken  at  pleasure  with  certainty 

EXAMPLES   OF   TAKING  POSSESSION. 

The  following  examples  from  decided  cases  illustrate  the 

nature  of  possession. 

32  Young  V.  Kitchens  (6  Q.  B.  606),  fish  only  partly 

in  a  seine-net  were  held  not  to  be  in  possession. 

K  V.  Pevu  Pothadu  (Ind.  L.  R.  5  Madras  390),  fish  in 

irrigation  tanks  in  India  were  held  not  to  be  in  possession. 

REASON  FOR  RECOGNITION   OF  EXCLUSIVE  RIGHT. 

The  law  does  not  give  to  the  owners  of  land  this  qualified 
property  as  to  wild  animals  on  their  land  by  reason  of  any 
care,  or  feeding,  of  the  wild  animals,  or  management  which 
falls  short  of  reducing  them  into  possession:  it  is  rested 
solely  on  the  fact  of  the  ownership  of  the  hind,  and  the 
fact  that  any  other  person  coming  on  the  land  to  take  the 
animals  is  a  trespasser. 

VIOLATION   OF   THE  RIGHT. 

The  exclusive  right  to  take  possession  may  be  violated; 
but  as  the  right  comes  to  an  end  when  the  animals  leave 
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the  land  in  respect  of  whicli  the  right  arises,  such  violation 
can  occur  only  while  the  animals  are  on  the  land,  as  by  a 
trespasser  taking  possession  of  them. 

RAIDING. 

Such  a  violation  is  committed  by  raiders  on  the  islands, 
and  the  property  in  the  seals  taken  by  them  is  in  the 
United  States. 

CASES  PUT  BY  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

With  reference  to  the  cases  put  by  Mr.  Phelps  and  Mr.  trnited  states 
Blaineof  killing  fish  by  scattering  i^oison  in  the  sea,  destroy-  vou, pp^202!287'. 
iug  them  by  dynamite,  and  placing  dangerous  obstructions 
and  derelicts  in  the  sea  to  injure  commerce  or  fisheries,  it 
is  denied  that  they  present  any  analogy  to  the  case  now 
under  discussion,  which  is  simi)ly  that  of  fishing  by  lawful 
methods. 

THIS  IS  A  QUESTION   OF  RIVAL   TRADING  MERELY. 

All  persons  alike  possess  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  high 
sea,  and  such  fishing,  even  though  it  diminish  the  catcli  of 
another,  is  in  all  respects  analogous  to  the  case  of  rival 
traders. 

WHICH  THE  LAW  PERMITS. 

There  is  no  principle  of  law  in  tlie  United  States  or  Great 
Britain  which  prohibits  rival  trading,  or  gives  redress  to 
that  one  of  the  traders  who  may  suffer  loss  in  his  trade  by 
his  rival's  exertions. 

The  exercise  of  the  right  to  catch  the  seals  on  the  high 
sea  is  a  rival  trade  to  tlie  exercise  of  Um  right  to  catch  the 
seals  on  land.  Tliis  latter  riglit  is  of  the  same  character 
as  the  former:  it  onl^-  dilfer.s  by  reason  of  its  being  exclu- 
sive while  the  seals  are  on  the  land. 

NO  MALICE   ALLEGED. 

No  act  of  malice  towards  the  United  States  or  the  les- 
sees of  the  Pribyloffs  has  been,  or  could  be,  alleged  against 
the  fishermen  of  (ilieat  liritain  whose  vessels  have  been 

seized.  The  seals  are  taken  by  them  on  the  high  sea 
3.'}         for  their  inolit,  and  in   the  ex(^rcise  of  tludr  legal 

rights  (if  hsiiiiig  i)0S8essed  by  tli(;in  in  common  with 
all  mankind. 

PRINCIPLE   OF   LAW    APPLICABLE. 

The  case  therefore  fills  wiliiin  the  general  piinciph',  tliat 
where  loss  resnlts  to  one  by  the  lawfnl  (sxereise  of  a  right 
])ossesse(l  by  another,  no  reparation  can  be  obtained  i>y 
law. 

It  is,  therefore,  submitted  that  any  rights  which  the 
UuiteU  St^-tes  ^)ossess  are  not  violated  by  the  acts  of  fish- 
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ennen  of  other  nations  on  the  high  sea;  and  that  there  is 
no  i)rincii)le  of  law  known  in  Great  Britain  or  the  United 
States  by  whicli  the  contention  that  there  is  such  a  viola- 
tion can  be  supported. 

Application  of  Principles  of  Property  and  Possession  of 
Wild  Animals  to  Seals. 

THE  DISTINCTION  IS  FUNDAMENTAL. 

The  distinction  between  the  right  to  take  possession  of 
wild  animals  while  they  are  on  the  land,  and  the  right  of 
property  in  such  animals,  is  fundamental  to  the  questions 
submitted  to  the  Arbitrators. 

When  the  foregoing  i)rinciples  as  to  property  in,  and  pos- 
session of  animals  /era'  naturw,  are  applied  to  the  case  of 
the  seals,  the  United  States  contention  of  property  in  them, 
while  they  are  in  the  high  sea,  falls  to  the  ground. 

NATURE  OF  UNITED   STATES   RIGHT   TO  SEALS  WHILE  ON 
PRIBYLOFFS. 

The  United  States  or  their  lessees  have  only  an  exclusive 
right  to  take  possession  of  the  seals  while  they  are  on  the 
islands,  and  this  exclusive  right  is  lost  when  the  seals  go 
into  the  high  seas. 

They  take  possession  only  of  such  seals  as  they  kill. 

THEIR   MANAGEMENT   IS  NOT   TAKING  POSSESSION. 

The  alleged  management  amounts  to  no  more  than  taking 
precautions  that  the  seals  shall  not  be  driven  away,  and 
to  regulate  the  quota  of  seals  to  be  killed. 

NO  POSSESSION  EXCEPT  AT    TIME   OF   CAPTURE,   NOR  ON 
HIGH   SEA. 

The  conditions  of  seal  life  during  the  period  the  seals 
are  in  Behring  Sea,  their  excursions  to  and  from  the  islands 
into  the  high  sea,  and  the  iiitermingling  of  seals  from  dif- 
ferent islands,  clearly  show  that  the  conditions  essential 
to  possession  never  exist,  except  at  the  moment  of  cax)ture. 

While  the  seals  are  at  sea,  there  is  no  power  to  repro- 
duce at  will  the  physical  relations  to  the  animals  essential 
to  possession. 

RIGHTS   OF   OTHERS  TO   CAPTURE. 

The  possession  of  the  United  States  is  thus  seen 

34        not  to  be  established  while  liie  seals  are  at  sea,  and 

the  rights  of  all  to  catch  the  animals  on  the  high  sea 

remain,  and  were  lawfully  exercised  by  the  British  vessels 

seized  by  the  United  States. 

CLAIM  OF  PROPERTY  UNFOUNDED. 

The  United  States  claim  to  property,  or  to  any  greater 
rie-ht  than  an  exclusive  richt  to  take  oossession  while  on 
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the  islauds,  is  therefore,  it  is  submitted,  without  foundation ; 
and  the  exclusive  right  to  take  possession  does  not  exist 
at  sea. 

The  allegation  in  Mr.  Phelps'  letter,  that  the  seal  fishery    united  states 
is  "  the  property  of  the  nation  on  whose  shores  it  is  carried  vori,  p.'2^7?'''^' 
on,"  begs  the  qnestion,  and  is  not  consistent  with  any  known 
principle  of  law. 

The  British  contention  is  that  this  absence  of  precedent 
is  fatal  to  the  United  States  claim,  which  conflicts  with  the 
undoubted  right  of  individuals  to  fish  for  seals  in  the  high 
sea,  a  right  which  cannot  be  diminished  or  taken  away  by 
a  Government  to  which  the  owners  of  the  right  owe  no 
allegiance. 

Xor  is  the  United  States  contention  in  any  way  advanced 
by  an  appeal  to  international  law. 

SOURCE  AND  FOUNDATION  OF  INTERNATIONAL  LAW. 

It  is  incorrect  to  say  that  the  best  international  law  has 
arisen  from  precedents  that  have  been  established  when 
the  just  occasion  for  them  arose,  undeterred  by  the  discus- 
sion of  abstract  and  inadequate  rules. 

It  may  be  observed  that  law  so  made  would  not  be  inter- 
national law  at  all.  International  law  is  evolved  by  a  more 
just  as  well  as  a  more  tedious  process.  Its  source  is  thus 
stated  by  Kent : 

The  sole  source  of  this  law,  the  fountain  from  which  it  flows,  Kent's  "Coni- 
whether  in  its  custoniarv,  conventional,  or  iudicial-customary  shape,  ^nontaries  on 
is  the  consent  of  nations.  "^  Law  •'"2mi'""H! 

And  again:  ^'.7.'  "''  ^''''''' 

In  cases  where  the  principal  jurists  a<yree,  the  presumption  will  l)e     Ibid.,  p.  37, 
very  greatly  in  favour  of  the  solitlity  of  tiieir  maxims;  and  no  civil- 
ized nation  that  does  not  arroj^antly  set  ordinary  law  and  justice  at 
defiance  will  venture  to  disregard  the  uniform  sense  of  the  established 
writers  on  international  law. 

In  the  case  of  Triquet  v.  Bath,  Lord  Mansfield  said: 

I  remember,  in  a  case  before  Lord  Talbot,  of  Buvot  v.  Barbut,  upon  3  Burr.  1478  (at 
a  motion  to  dischar<,'o  the  defendant  (wlio  was  in  execution   for  not  !'•  ^'"^^^• 

Ijerforminijj  a  dccret;)  "  because  Ik;  was  agent  of  conunerce,  com- 
35  missioncil  by  tlic  King  of  i'mssia,  and  received  here  as  snch;" 
the  matter  was  very  clalioratdy  argued  at  the  bar,  and  a  solcnin 
deliberate  opinion  giv('n  l)y  the  Court.  .  .  ,  Li)rd 'l'all>ot  declared 
a  clear  opinion,  "  Tliat  the  law  of  vaiiova,  in  its  full  extent,  was  part 
of  the  law.of  luifilanil."  .  .  .  "That  tho  law  of  nalionii  wuh  to  I)o 
collected  from  the  prarlifc  of  different  nations  and  tbc;  authority  of 
xcriterH.''  Accordingly,  he  argne<I  and  dcterniineil  fromstieli  iiiHt.-iMces, 
and  tlie  authority  of  (Jrotins,  I'.arlieyrae,  i'>iiikeiNh(iel<,  \\  iiiiielbrt, 
&c.,  there  l)c-,ing  no  lOnglisb  writer  of  eminen<e  ii|Min  th<^  sulijecit. 

I  was  couuHel  in  this  <!aKo;  and  have  a  full  note  nf  it. 

I  remember,  too,  i.ord  Hardwicrke's  declaring  his  opinion  to  tiio 
s.'ime  I'ffeet;  and  denying  tliat,  l.ord  Cliief  .lustice  Holt  ever  Inid  any 
doubt  a.H  to  tiie  law  of  nations  lieing  )):irt  of  tjie  law  of  Knglan(i, 
upon  the  occasion  of  tluj  airest  of  the  Rnssian  Amb.issadur.* 

This  extract  shows  it  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  Lord 
T;ill)or,  Lord  Ilardwickc,  a?id  I>ord  MansOcld,  tliat  iiitcriia- 
tiouiil  hiw  is  (o  be  <-olIccl('(l  from  the  |)ractice  of  nations 
and  the  authority  of  writers;  and   that  they  .and   Chief 

•The  italics  in  this  pa.ssago  are  taken  from  the  Rei»ort  itdolf. 
B  a,  PT  X 3 
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Justice  Holt  were  agreed  in  regarding  it  as  part  of  the 
law  of  Eiiglaiul. 

That  brancli  of  international  law  wliicli  deals  witli  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  which  owes  its  existence  to  the  con- 
sent of  nations,  derives  its  force  from  well  known  and 
recognized  principles  of  justice,  while  that  branch  of  it 
which  deals  with  the  rights  of  subjects  of  different  nations 
is  based  on  principles  common  to  the  laws  of  all  nations. 

International  law  does  not  nor  can  a  Tribunal  admin- 
istering this  law  create  novel  principles,  antagonistic  to 
such  legal  principles,  nor  is  there  any  example  which  can 
warrant  Mr.  Phelps'  suggestion  that  this  should  be  done. 

The  consent  of  nations  would  not  be  presumed  in  favour 
of  such  novel  principles,  if,  as  is  assumed  above,  a  prece- 
dent is  sought  to  be  created  on  the  strength  of  them;  and 
this  consent  is  essential  to  the  admission  of  such  prece- 
dent. 

It  is,  it  is  submitted,  therefore  clear  that  the  decision  of 
the  Arbitration  Tribunal  must  conform  to  recognized  prin- 
ciples of  law. 

IsTo  other  method  is  sanctioned  by  the  Treaty  of  Arbitra- 
tion. That  Treaty  distinguishes  clearly  between  the  ques- 
tions as  to  existing  rights  and  the  question  of  future 
36  Eegulations.  The  former  are  dealt  with  by  Article 
VI,  the  latter  by  Article  VII.  Further,  Article  V 
of  the  modus  vivendi  makes  the  matter  clear.  By  that 
Article  it  is  provided  that  "  if  t\\e  result  of  the  Arbitration 
be  to  affir7n  the  right  of  British  sealers  "  compensation  shall 
be  made  "for  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  that  right" 
during  the  Arbitration ;  and  "  if  the  result  shall  be  to  deny 
the  righV^  compensation  shall  be  made  by  Great  Britain. 

THE  LEGAL  PRINCIPLES  INVOLVED  BEING  COT^IMON  TO 
LAWS  OF  BOTH  PARTIES  TO  DISPUTE,  THEIR  DECISION 
MUST   CONFORM  TO   THEM. 

When,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  respective  parties  M'ould  be  determined  by  the  princi- 
ples of  law  common  to  the  two  countries  in  the  same  way, 
it  is  submitted  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Arbitration  Tri- 
bunal to  follow  the  common  principles  of  the  two  laws,  and 
no  others. 

A  STATE    CAN    AFFECT    ONLY    THE    RIGHTS    OF    ITS    OWN 
SUBJECTS. 

A  nation  has  no  power  to  affect  by  its  special  Statutes 
the  fundamental  rights  of  possession  and  property,  except 
with  regard  to  its  own  subjects  and  persons  within  its  juris- 
diction. 

The  United  States  Statutes,  under  vrhich  the  British 
vessels  were  seized  and  condemned,  as  those  Statutes  are 
now  construed  by  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  would 
affect  these  fundamental  rights  with  regard  to  tlie  subjects 
of  other  nations,  and  therefore  are  quoad  the  subjects  of. 
other  nations  ultra  vires. 
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Tlie  Claim  to  Protection  ajjartfrom  Property. 

The  United  States,  assuming-  that  their  claim  to  property 
fails,  endeavour  to  establish  an  independent  right  to  pro- 
tect the  seals  on  the  liigh  seas. 

This  is  a  contention  wholly  devoid  of  legal  authority. 

RIGHT   OF   A  GOVERNIVIENT   TO  PROTECT. 

The  right  of  a  Government  to  protect  the  propertj'  of 
its  subjects  must  rest  on  the  same  principles  as  the  rights 
of  an  individual. 

Such  rights  as  the  United  States  may  possess  to  protect 
the  seals  are  dependent  on  the  existence  of  property  in 
them. 

RIGHT    RATIONE    SOLI    DOES    NOT    IMPORT   RIGHT   OFF 
THE  LAND. 

The  exclusive  right  to  take  possession  of  animals  on  land, 
dealt  with  in  the  ])receding  argument,  does  not  carry  with 
it  a  right  to  protect  such  animals  when  they  leave  the  land. 

WHICH   WOULD   CONFLICT   WITH  RIGHTS   OF   OTHERS   ON 
HIGH   SEA. 

The  right  of  all  nations  to  fish  on  the  high  seas  is 
37  inconsistent  with  the  claim  of  any  nation  to  protect 
fish  or  other  free-swimming  animals  there. 
The  contingency  that  fewer  seals  may  resort  to  the 
Unite<l  States  islands  in  consequence  of  the  exer(;isc  of 
tiiis  riglit  of  fishing  on  the  liigh  sea  cannot  alfect  thatriglit, 
nor  entitle  the  United  States  to  claim  that  it  should  be  less 
freely  exercised. 

RIGHT   TO   PROTECT   APART   FROM  CLAIM  OF  PROPERTY. 


The  United  States,  however,  insist  that  they  have  such 
a  riglit  of  j)rote<;ti(m  of  the  seals,  in  the  open  waters  of  the 
Pacific,  independently  of  the  claim  to  a  right  of  property 
in  the  seals.  Tin-  claim  of  right  thus  advanced  is  novel 
and  uiipr<'(;edent<'d. 

It  is  obvious  Ihat  Ihis  (picstion  is  in  no  way  connccled 
with  or  dei)endent  on  the  ([uestion  of  concurrent  regula- 
tions. 

An  abstract  right  of  protection  (such  as  is  here  claimed), 
distinct  from  a  right  of  i)roj)('ify  in  the  animal  songlit  to 
be  pnttccfed,  cannot  exist.  It  wonld  involve  the  liglil  to 
make  the  i)i()t('ct ion  rcsjiccted,  and  tlicrelbie  an  intcrlcr- 
ence  with  the  c(|nality  and  independence  of  other  nations 
upon  the  high  seas;  an  int<'iference  which  must  take  the 
concrete  form  of  a  light  of  visit  and  search,  'i'hat  such 
rights  do  not  genendly  exist  in  time  of  i)eace,  excej)!  in 
the  case  of  piracy,  is  too  elementary  a  ])ro|)osition  to  need 
deiuonstratiou.     Pelagic  sealing  is  not  pii-acy. 
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NO  RIGHT  OP  rROTEr'TION  BECAUSE  FISH  MAY  BE  GOING 
TO   THE   ISLANDS. 

Nor  is  the  case  altered  by  the  fact  that  the  claim  to  pro- 
tect is  based  on  tlie  assumption  that  the  flsh  may  be  pro- 
ceeding to  a  place  within  the  dominions  where  an  exclusive 
right  to  take  possession  would  arise.     That  no  rights  exist 
stepheii'a""^^'  ^^^^  cxclusive  right  has  come  into  being  is  again  too 
r.i^ackst.me,  7th  elementary  a  i)roposition  to  need  demonstration.     For,  as 
Mit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  Bi.^ekstone  says : 

All  mankind  Latl,  by  the  original  grant  of  the  Creator,  a  right  to 
pursue  and  take  any  fish  or  inhabitant  of  the  waters. 

That  there  is  no  right  of  protection  at  sea  even  when 
such  qualitied  property  arises  on  land  has  already  been 
demonstrated. 

NOR  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INTEREST  IN  INDUSTRY. 

CaYe'p'299*'^*^^  ^^^^  contention  basing  the  right  of  protection  on  the 
ground  of  an  interest,  an  industiy,  and  a  commerce  cannot 
be  maintained.  It  must  depend  on  the  question  whether 
j)roperty  has  been  established  or  not. 

NOR  EXCEPT  AS  AGAINST  NATIONALS. 

The  only  right  of  protection  of  fish  and  other  free- 
38  swimming  anin)als  in  the  high  seas  which  can  be 
exercised  by  any  State  (apart  from  Convention)  is  as 
against  its  own  nationals.  It  may  be  in  the  interests  of  com- 
merce and  the  fishing  industry  of  the  nation  that  all  its 
fishermen  alike  should  be  made  to  respect  a  close  time,  even 
for  migratory  fishes,  and  even  in  the  deep  sea.  A  State  has  a 
right  to  legislate  for  its  own  subjects  on  the  high  seas. 

NATIONALS  ON  HIGH     SEA  MAY  BE   BOUND   BY  LEGISLA- 
TION.— INSTANCE   OF   SUCH  LEGISLATION. 

It  may  be  admitted  further  that  it  is  not  necessary  that 
this  restriction  on  national  fishermen  should  be  limited  to 
the  high  seas  adjoining  the  territorial  waters  of  the  State. 
The  protection  of  the  (Greenland  fisheries,  situated  many 
miles  froui  the  shores  of  the  States  which  have  legislated 
in  respect  of  it,  is  an  instance  in  point.  But  special 
attention  is  directed  to  the  condition  precedent  to  such  leg- 
islation. By  the  legislation  of  Great  Britain  the  Queen  is 
empowered  to  put  the  Act  in  force  against  her  own  fisher- 
men "  ivheri  she  is  satisjied  that  other  nations  interested  in 
these  fisheries  have  put  similar  Acts  in  force  against  their 
subjects.''''  Such  legislation  rests,  therefore,  on  an  agreement 
between  the  nations  interested,  which  maybe  expressed  in 
a  Convention,  or  may  be  tacitly  understood. 

Such  legislation  Great  Britain  is  willing  to  pass  in  respect 
of  the  seals  in  Behring  Sea;  but  one  essential  condition  on 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  insist  is,  that  the  other 
nations  interested  should  pass  similar  laws. 


ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN.  37 

CONVENTIONS. 

On  the  subject  of  Conventions  and  consequent  legisla- 
tion, on  wliicli  stress  is  laid  in  the  United  States  Case,  one 
farther  point  alone  need  be  mentioned  at  this  stage  of  the 
Avgunient.  The  same  power  which  a  State  has  over  its 
nationals  on  the  high  sea  enables  it  to  delegate  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  agreed  regnlations  to  the  other  Contracting 
Party. 

Beyond  this,  it  is  submitted,  the  legislative  powers  of  a 
State  cannot  go;  the  limitations  on  the  powers  here  indi- 
cated depend  entirely  on  constitutional  laAv. 

No  warrant  for  any  larger  power,  such  as  is  claimed  by 
the  United  States,  can  be  fonnd  in  any  known  j)rinciple  of 
international  law. 

As  to  the  reference  to  the  "Laws  of  Natural  History" 
there  is  no  known  code  of  snch  laws,  and  as  to  the  "com- 
mon interests  of  mankind"  these  must  be  tested  by,  and 
dealt  with  upon,  legal  principles. 

NO    PRACTICE    HERE    SHOWN    TO   WARRANT    THE    RIGHT 
OF   PROTECTION   CLAOIED. 

39  The  same  argument  aftbrds  a  complete  answer  to  the 
suggestion,  that  the  right  of  protection  on  the  high 
seas  against  all  comers  de])cnds  on  the  practice  of  nations. 
If  the  United  States  had  shown  that  all  nations  clain)ed  to 
exercise  such  a  right  of  i)rotcction  as  is  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  or  even  that  a  large  pr(»i)ortion  of  the  nations 
made  such  a  claim,  the  argument  that  the  right  had  passed, 
or  was  passing,  into  the  law  of  nations  might  have  some 
force;  but  the  examination  of  the  lawscitedby  the  United 
States,  to  which  this  Argument  will  next  proceed,  shows 
tliat  tin*  position  taken  u\)  by  the  United  States  on  this 
point  is  absolutely  untenable. 

CLAIM  TO   PROTECTION  WITHOUT  PROPERTY  FAILS. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  thereforie,  submit  that  the 
Unite<l  States  claim  to  pnttect  the  seals  in  the  high  seas, 
and  beyond  th<;  territorial  waters,  in  so  far  as  sncli  claim 
is  indcjxMident  of  an  alleged  property  in  such  seals,  abso- 
lutely fails. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  the  i)ractice  of  nations 
supports  the  contention  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
the  claim  to  juotection  or  property. 

Unitcd^Statcs  Arfiumcnt  from  svyf/rsted  Annlofiy  of  Laics  of 
other  NatioHH  Considcre'l  and  Ansircrcd. 

The  claim  of  the  United  States  to  rest  their  Case  on  the 

prec«'(lents  of  the  laws  of  other  nations  forms  a  distinct 
bran(;h  of  tlH;ir(Jase,and  re(iuir<'S  to  be  specially  consnlcied. 

OBJECTS  OP   UNITED   STATJiS  ARGUMENT  FROM   LAWS   OP 
OTHER   NATIONS. 

Such  laws  are  referred  to,  by  the  United  States,  for  three 
objects:  -,'   * j  « .  » -   t 
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United  States     i_  To  eiuleavour  to  prove  a  uniform  practice  of  nations 
ase,  p.  —  .       ^^  protect  seal  life  from  destruction  by  means  of  extra- 
territorial legislation. 
Ibid.,  p.  231.  2.  To  endeavour  to  show  a  uniform  practice  of  nations 

of  extending  the  provisions  of  their  fishery  laws  beyond 
the  3-niile  limit;  and  of  making  these  provisions  applicable 
to  foreigners. 
Ibid.,  p.  237.  ;5^  To  show  that  other  examples  of  extra-territorial  juris- 

diction are  to  be  found  in  the  laws  of  other  nations. 

DEDUCTIONS  DRAWN  FROM  SUCH  LAWS. 

The  deductions  desired  to  be  drawn  by  the  United  States 
from  the  examples  cited  are: 

From  1.  That  the  United  States  law  under  which  Brit- 
ish vessels  have  been  seized  is  justified  by  the  laws  of  other 

nations  for  the  protection  of  seals. 
40  From  2.  That  this  law  is  justified  by  analogy  to 

the  fishery  laws  of  other  nations;  and 

That  the  application  of  this  law  to  foreigners  beyoud 
the  3  mile  limit  is  also  justified  by  example  and  analogy. 

From  3.  That  the  law,  and  more  evspecially  in  its  ai)pii- 
cation  to  foreigners  beyond  the  3-miIe  limit,  is  further  justi- 
fied by  analogy  of  other  extra-territorial  laws  not  dealing 
with  fisheries. 

It  is  proposed  to  demonstrate  in  the  following  Argu- 
ment that  these  premises  are  not  well  founded,  and  that 
the  position  assumed  by  the  United  States  is  untenable. 

AVitli  regard  to  the  argument  from  the  practice  of  other 
nations,  or  from  analogy  to  the  practice  of  other  nations, 
it  is  submitted  that  the  following  propositions  can  alone  be 
maintained. 

GENERAL  PRINCIPLES   ON  WHICH  ANY  EXCEPTION  MUST 

REST. 

To  warrant  any  exceptional  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples commonly  accepted  by  all  nations  as  x)art  of  the  law 
of  nations,  it  is  essential  that  there  should  bean  agree- 
ment between  all — 

1.  As  to  the  suflQciency  of  the  causes  calling  for  such 
exceptional  legislation. 

2.  As  to  the  means  for  remedyiug  such  causes,  i.  e.,  as  to 
the  purport  of  such  legishition. 

Tliis  follows  from  the  fundamental  principle  on  which 
the  law  of  nations  rests,  viz.,  consent  of  nations. 
British  Conn  This  subject  has  already  been  dealt  with,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary  to  examine  categorically  the  examples  ot  extra-terri- 
torial legislation  adduced  by  the  United  States  in  order  to 
show  that  they  utterly  fail  to  support  the  argument  for 
which  they  are  cited. 

In  support  of  the  first  proposition  advanced — that  seal 
life  is  protected  by  extra-territorial  laws  of  other  nations, 
the  iustauces  adduced  by  United  States  are  the  following: 


ter-Case,  p.  86. 
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British. 


The  Falkland  Islands. 
New  Zealand. 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Canada. 
Newfoundland. 

Foreign. 
Sweden. 


With  reference  to  the  Greenland  or 


Norway. 

Russia.       r  T       TM  HI- 

Germany,  f  ^^^  ^^'^^^"  hshenes. 


Holland. 

41  Eussia. 
Uruguay. 
Chile. 

Argentine  Republic. 
Japan. 

The  Falkland  Islands. 

The  Act  ])rovifling  a  close  time  for  seals  is  No.  4  of  1881.     It  recites    TTnlted   States 
that  the  si  al  tislit-ry  of  the  islands  was  ouce  a  source  of  ])rolit  to  the  v^n' B^las""*^^ 
colonists,  but  has  liceii  exhausted  by  iiidiscriiiiinate  and  wasteful  fish-  ^'^  ■''^' 
iiig,  and  that  it  is  desirable  to  revive  and  protect  this  industry  by  the 
establishment  of  a  close  time  loithin  the  limits  of  this  Colony  and  its 
dependencieii. 

The  Statute  then  enacts  that  a  close  time  shall  be  observed  "within 
the  UmitH  of  this  Colony  and  its  dependencies"  from  the  Ist  October  to 
the  1st  April. 

The  words  italicized  have  a  special  meaning.  The  powers 
of  a  Colonial  Legislature  are  well  known;  they  have  been 
defined  by  the  .Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council; 
and  tlieir  limitation  to  the  Cohmy  and  its  territorial  waters 
is  not  only  understood,  but  is  enforced. 

Yet  the  United   States,  instead  of   referring  to  lo"^'- (.JJ""f  .„f 'a.^^ 
established  jtrinciples,  prefer  to  rest  their  contention  that  ApiH-udLCvoLii, 
the  Colony  would  interpret  this  Statute  on  different  priii-i'-^**^- 
ciples,  and  extend  its  provisions  to  the  high  seas,  on  the 
(It-position  of   .James  W.  Budington,  an  American  master 
mariner  and  sealer,  in  which  he  merely  expresses  what  his 
«)])inion  and  understanding  of  the  matter  are. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  supi>ort  the  contention  that  the 
Statute  would,  or  could,  be  enforced  on  the  high  sea. 

New  Zealand. 

Tho  Statnte  No.  13  of  1878  for  the  protection  of  Heals  ostablishcH  a  ,^^]^^^^^;i  A'^'i^e". 
close  season;  no  reference  is  made  to  waters,  but  tho  Governor  may       '      •  t    •   •   • 
by  onler  exclude  any  part  of  the  Colony  from  the  provisions  of  t  ho 
Statute. 

A  "  public  fishery"  is  defined  to  be  "any  salt  or  fresh  waters  in  tlui 
Golony,  or  fm  the  coasts  or  bays  thereof;'"  it  includes  artificial  waters, 
anil  cxtenfis  to  the  ;;rc.niid  under  sucli  water. 

42  Further,  it  is  |iri)vidf<l   tliat  ollenccs  af^ainst  the  Act  com- 
mitted on  the  sea-coast  or  at  sea  witliiii  1  nuirine  Icaijue  of  the 

coast  are  to  be  deemed  as  having  been  committed  in  a  "j)ublie.  fishery." 

"The  lisheries  f'oimervation  Act  of  1HS4"  ai)plies  to  certain  waters 

of  the  Colonv,  the  term  "waters"  being  deliuod  to  mean  "any  salt, 
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fresh,  or  brackish  waters  iu  the  Colony,  or  on  the  coasts  or  hays 
thereof."  The  Governor  is  enabled  to  make  regulations  for  the  ^iro- 
tection  of  fish,  oysters,  or  seals. 

By  "The  Amendment  Act  No.  27  of  1887"  the  penalty  for  violating 
the  principal  Act  in  its  application  to  seals  is  increased. 

Vessels  illegally  taking  seals  are  declared  to  be  forfeited,  and  Her 
Majesty's  vessels  "and  ofticers  are  empowered  to  seize  such  vessels  "// 
found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land." 

The  Act  also  allows  vessels  within  the  same  jurisdiction  to  be 
searched. 

uuited  States     With  regard  to  this  legislation  of  New   Zealand,  the 
Case, p. 223.        United  States  Case  contains  an  extraordinary  mis-state- 
ment: 

The  area  designated  as  "the  Colony"  is  taken  to  mean  the  area  spec- 
ified in  the  Act  [26  &  27  Vict.,  cap.  23,  sec.  2]  creating  the  Colony, 
which  defines  its  boundaries  as  coincident  with  parallels  33°  and  53° 
south  latitude,  and  162°  east  and  173°  west  longitude. 

*  *  #  *  « 

The  definition  in  the  Act  [The  Fisheries  Conservation  Act,  1884]  of 
the  term  "  waters"  indicates  that  it  applies  to  the  entire  area  of  the 
Colony,  of  which  the  south-eastern  corner  is  over  700  miles  from  the 
coast  of  New  Zealand,  although  a  few  smaller  islands  intervene. 

Ibid.,  Appen-     In  the  Map  in  the  United  States  Case  an  area  coloured 
dix,  vol.1,  p.  437.  ^^.j^j^  .g  shown,  comprising  the  waters  between  the  limits  of 
latitude  and  longitude,  to  found  the  contention  that  these 
waters  are  included  within  the  colonial  limits. 

The  words  of  the  Imperial  Statute  26  &  27  Vict.,  cap.  23, 
sec.  2,  above  referred  to,  nevertheless,  are  clear  and  explicit, 
and  are  not  capable  of  being  misunderstood. 

The  designation  of  the  Colony  in  that  Statute  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ibid.,  p.  436.  The  Colony  of  New  Zealand  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Act 

and  for  all  other  purposes  whatever,  be  deemed  to  comprise  all  terri- 
tories, islands,  and  countries  li/inii  betireen  162°  east  longitude  and  173° 
west  longitude,  and  between  the  33rd  and  53rd  parallels  of  south  lat- 
itude. 

Only  the  territories,  islands,  and  countries  lying  between 
these  limits  of  latitude  and  longitude  are  thus  seen  to  be 

included  within  the  Colony. 
43  The  argument  here  shown  to  be  fallacious  is  the 

same  as  that  by  which  the  United  States  claim  to 
treat  Behriug  Sea  as  ceded  territory. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  only  Regulation  affecting  the  question  in  this  Col- 
ony is  a  "Cape  Government  Notice"  of  1844,  which  is  as 
follows: 

British  Com-  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  having  been  pleased  to  c^ecide  that 
mis.-iiouers'  Re-  the  seal  isHind  in  Mossel  Bay  shall  not  be  granted  on  lease  for  the 
port,  p.  194.  present,  hereby  prohibits  all  persons  from  disturbing  the  seals  on  the 

said  island,  and  warns  them  from  trespassing  there  after  this  notice 

on  pain  of  prosecution. 

United  States  The  Uuitcd  States  evidence  as  to  this  Colony  is  that  of 
^United ^states  W.  C.  B.  Stamp,  wlio  says  that  he  "  knows  nothing  about 
Case,  Appendix,  it;"  and  of  G.  Comcr,  who  states  that  he  would  not  dare 
^'ibid.a^We.     to  take  seals  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  rookeries. 
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Caintada. 

The  Fisheries  Act,  1886,  49  Vict.,  ciip.  95,  prohibits  the  killing  of 
■whales,  seals,  or  porpoises  with  explosive;  iustniments,  aud  during 
seal-fishing  time  from  disturbing  or  injuring  any  sedentary  seal  fish- 
ery, or  from  frightening  the  shoals  of  seals  coming  into  such  fishery. 

The  Uuited  States'  stateineiit  in  respect  of  this  Statute    united  states 
is  that  it  proliibits  all  persons  without  prescribing  any  *^^^''' i*- ^-^• 
marine  limit;  aud  the  inference  drawn  is  that  it  applies  to 
all  persons  on  the  high  seas,  including  foreigners. 

This  erroneous  inference  will  be  disposed  of  by  the  con- 
sideration of  the  priucij)les  of  construction  of  Colonial 
Statutes  to  be  presently  dealt  with. 

44  jSTewfoundland. 

The  Seal  Fishery  Act,  1879,  42  Vict.,  cap.  1,  established  a  close  time     United  States 
for  seals,  and  prohibits  the  killing  of   "cats"  (immature  seals)  in  Case,  p.  225. 
ortler  more  cfiiciently  to  preserve  this  close  time.     Steamers  are  not  di^  voi.i  p.'-u" 
allowed  to  leave  port  before  a  certain  day.  ' '       •  .    •     - 

The  Seal  Fishery  Act,  1892,  provides  more  stringent  regulations  for 
the  observance  of  the  close  time,  and  heavier  penalties  for  leaving 
I)ort  before  a  certain  day. 

Seals  killed  in  breach  of  the  close  time  are  not  to  be  brought  into 
any  i)ort  of  the  Colony  or  its  dependencies  under  a  penalty  of  4,000 
dollars. 

Steamers  are  forbidden  from  going  on  a  second  trip  in  anyone  year, 
and  if  tliey  shall  engage  at  any  time  in  killing  seals  at  any  place 
Avithin  the  ,iuris(licti(m  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  Newfoundland  after 
returning  from  the  first  trip  they  shall  be  deemed  to  have  started  on 
a  second  trip. 

UNITED  STATES  CONCLUSIONS  FROM  FOREGOING  BRITISH 

STATUTES. 

From  these  Statutes  the  following  conclusions  are  drawn   T'nited   states 

.'•,11-.,,         / ,  Case,  p.  22». 

in  the  I  nited  States  Case: 

1.  That  (ireat  Britain  and  its  dependencies  do  not  limit 
their  Governmental  ])rotection  tothe  fur-seal;  itisextended 
to  all  varieties  of  seals  wherever  tliey  resort  to  British  ter- 
ritorial waters. 

2.  And  they  have  thrown  about  them  upon  the  high  seas 
the  guardianship  of  British  Statutes. 

It  is  a<lmitted  that  the  ])rinciple  of  providing  a  close 
time  for  seals  has  been  adopted  by  Mritish  h'gishition  as 
essential  to  tin."  ])reservation  of  seal  life. 

It  is  demtMl  that  any  country  has  the  power  to  enforce 
such  ch>s(!-time  reguhitions  l)e\-ond  tlie  teiritorial  waters 
against  sid)j(M;ts  of  a  foreign  nation,  though  it  may  do  80 
as  regards  its  own  subjects;  and  neither  ( iieat  Britain  nor 
her  Colonies  have  ever  departed  or  attempted  to  depart 
from  tliis  principle. 

UNITED   STATES    INFERENCES  UNWARRANTED. 

It  is  denied  tliat  the  inferences  drawn  by  the  United 
States  in  lespect  of  the  h'gishition  of  some  of  the  (Colonies 
already  considered  ar<'.  warranted.  'I'Im'  principles  of  Ku<x- 
lish  law  show  conclusively  tliatsueh  infer<Mieesai«'  unsound  ; 
it  has  already  been  shown  they  are  not  in  accordance  with 
tin-  facts;  ami  no  evidence  has  been  adduced  by  the  United 
States  to  support  them. 
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In  the  case  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  the  conditions 

45  recited  in  the  preamble  of  the  Statute  are  identical 
with  those  which  are  alle,i>ed  to  exist  as  to  the  seals 

in  the  North  Pacific,  and  the  colonial  legislation  has  been 
framed  in  strict  accordance  with  the  principles  contended 
for  by  Great  Britain. 

Neither  Great  Britain  nor  her  Colonies,  under  circum- 
stances of  seal  life  precisely  identical  with  those  of  the 
seals  in  the  North  Pacific,  have  attemi)ted  to  establish  a 
right  of  property  in  or  protection  of  the  seals  frequenting 
and  breeding  ou  their  shores  when  they  leave  the  terri- 
torial waters. 

Greenland  or  Jan  Mayen  Fisheries. 

United  states  The  sccoud  gi'oup  of  euactinents  of  other  countries 
Case,  p.  227.  referred  to  in  the  United  States'  Case  are  based  upon  Con- 
ventions; they  therefore  lend  no  support  to  the  United 
States'  contention,  that  they  can  by  their  independent 
action  claim  to  enforce  such  regulations  against  the  sub- 
jects of  other  nations  in  respect  of  fishing  in  the  high  sea. 
The  enactments  in  question  are  those  of  Great  Britain, 
Sweden,  Norway,  Eussia,  Germany,  and  Holland.  They 
all  deal  Avith  the  Jan  Mayen  seal  fisheries  in  the  Atlantic 
east  of  Greenland;  and  i)ro«eed  on  the  principle  here 
enunciated. 

LEGISLATION  AS  TO   GREENLAND   FISHERY. 

38  Vict., cap.  18.     The  first  section  of  "The  Great  Britain  Greenland  Seal 
Fishery  Act  of  1875"  is  shortly  as  follows: 

When  it  appears  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council  that  the  foreign  States 
whose  sliips  or  subjects  arc  engaged  in  the  Jan  Mayen  fishery  .  .  . 
have  made  or  will  make  with  respect  to  their  own  ships  and  subjects 
the  like  provisions  to  those  coutuiued  in  this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  Her  Majesty,  by  Order  in  Council,  to  direct  that  this  Act  shall 
apply  to  the  said  seal  fishery. 

The  legislation  of  the  other  countries  is  conceived  in  a 
similar  spirit,  and  was  passed  after  negotiations  between 
their  respective  Governments. 

The  necessary  legislation  having  been  provided,  the 
Queen,  by  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  28th  November, 
1876,  put  the  Act  in  force  against  her  own  subjects. 

46  PRINCIPLES   OF   FISHERY   CONVENTIONS. 

g^^'ted^^^tates     The  great  difficulty  of  effectively  maintaining  a  close 

ase,  p.    /.       ^jjj^g  jjj  distant  fisheries  in  the  high  seas,  and  of  protecting 

and  regulating  such  fisheries,  except  as  against  subjects, 

has  in  many  instances  been  dealt  with  by  Conventions,  as 

is  stated  in  the  United  States  Case. 

These  Conventions  proceed  on  principles  well  established. 
These  principles  are: 

1.  The  determination  of  the  limits  of  the  exclusive  fish- 
eries of  the  respective  jjarties  to  the  Convention. 

2.  I^xcept  as  expressly  varied  by  agreement  the  respec- 
tive national  jurisdictions  are  preserved  intact. 
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3.  It  is  only  by  agreement  tbat  jurisdiction  on  the  high 
sea  over  its  nationals  is  given  by  one  nation  to  another. 

These  principles  do  not  advance  the  United  States  con- 
tention. The  consent  of  other  nations  is  wanting  to  the 
exercise  by  the  United  States  of  the  exclusive  control 
which  it  claims. 

ABGUMENT     TO     BE  DEDUCED    FROM    EXISTENCE  OF 
CONVENTIONS. 

The  existence  of  the  Conventions  demonstrates  their 
necessity:  l)y  such  Conventions  alone  can  one  nation  pre- 
sume to  control  the  subjects  of  another  State  upon  the  high 
seas. 

They  recognize  the  right  of  the  subjects  of  all  the  Con- 
tracting Parties  alike  to  fish  in  the  high  sea  beyond  th^ 
territorial  waters,  but  for  their  mutual  benefit  they  subjecfr 
the  fishing  to  regulations  to  be  observed  by  the  subjects 
of  all  alike.  The  Conventions  and  the  legislation  giving 
effect  to  them  do  not  profess  to  impose  these  regulations'^ 
on  the  subjects  of  other  countries  not  ])arties  to  the  Conven- 
tions, nor  to  prohibit  them  in  any  way  from  fishing  in  the 
high  seas,  nor  could  they  do  so. 

Russia. 

examination  of  foreign  seal  legislation. 

White  Sea. 

TheEussian  law  dealing  with  theUstinsk  sealing  indus-  urit»a  states 
try  in  the  White  Sea  is   set  out  in  the  United    States  ifX"'^'^''"'^"'' 

Case. 
47  The  industry  is  carried  on  in  the  Gulf  of  Mesensk 

in  the  White  Sea;  the  gulf  is  53  miles  wide. 

The  ])rincii)al  i)rovisions  of  the  law  are  the  apiiointing 
certain  days  of  dci)artnre  to  the  fisheries,  and  prohibiting 
the  liglitingof  fires  to  windward  of  the  groups  or  hauling- 
grounds  of  the  seals. 

The  law  is  wot  directly  or  indirectly  ajiplied  to  foreigners. 

Further,  Article  L'l  of  the  liussian  Cijde  of  Prize  Law  of  nntisii  Case, 
18(;0  limits  the  jurisdictional  waters  of  liussia  to  3  miles  ^/Xiil'j/as/"* 
from  the  coast. 

Beliring  Sea  and  Sea  of  OJchofsJe. 

This  Article  ai)plies  to  the  western   shores  of  Behring    nniish  Case, 
Sea,  and  the  reguhitions  pn])Iishc(l  at  Yokohama  in  ISSl, ''•  i"*- 
with  resjtect  mor<'  especially  to  sealing  o(f  llie  ( 'omiiiaiider 
and   Kobl)eii    Ishuids,  are   inconsistent   with    the    United 
States  cont<'ntion  as  to  Kiissia's  (;laims  to  jnrisdiction. 

Tlie  ])roliil)itioiis  (contained  in  tliese  regulations  were  iwa..  Appon- 
explaiued  by  .M.  de  Ciers  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ibjiliuann.         lr^N"!■l(i    pp' 

19-20. 

This  meaaiire  rofera  only  to  prohibited  indnHtrioH  and  to  the  trade 
in  rontriiliaiid : 

"The  nstrirtions  wliich  it  eatablitihey  extend  strictly  to  the  terri- 
torial waters  of  KusMia  only." 
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Caspian  Sea. 

cw,'*ik''l>l\s,^ap'  "^^'^  fisliiiio-  and  sealing-  industries  in  tlie  Caspian  Sea 
reiuiix,  voi.'i,  p.  are  also  dealt  with  by  law.  wliich  expressly  declares  that 
'^^'  the  catching-  of  tish  and  killing  of  seals  in  the  waters  of  the 

Caspian  included  in  the  Knssiau  Empire  are  free  to  all  who 
desire  to  engage  in  the  same,  except  in  certain  specified 
localities,  under  observance  of  the  established  rules.  A 
close  time  is  appointed. 

The  Caspian  tiea  is  a  land-locked  sea  Included  within  the 
territorial  dominions  of  Kussia  and  Persia,  and  the  regula- 
tions have  no  bearing  on  the  questions  involved  in  the  right 
of  fishing-  in  Behriug  sea. 

48  Uruguay. 

cIifp%29^Ap.  "^^^  ^^^  ^^  Uruguay  establishes  a  close  time  for  seals  on 
pendix.voi.'  i,  p.  tlic  Lobos  and  other  islands  on  the  coasts  of  Eio  de  la 
^*^-  Plata,  and  in  that  part  of  the  ocean  adjacent  to  the  Depart- 

ments of  Maldonado  and  Kocha. 
British  cm.n-     j^  jg  j^  uo  scuse  cxtra  territorial. 

ter-Case,  p.  90.  -_,  ..  ,.,..  ,  _  ■..-,„ 

The  provision  prohibiting  vessels  of  any  kind  from 
anchoring  off  the  islands,  and  the  construction  of  works 
that  might  frighten  away  the  seals,  is  territorial. 

Chile. 

Ibid., p. 91.  The  Ordinance  of  1802  allows  only  Chileans  and  for- 

eigners domiciled  in  Chile  to  engage  in  the  pursuit  on  land 
or  at  sea  of  seals  and  otters  in  the  coasts,  islands,  and  ter- 
ritorial waters  of  the  Republic. 

Foreign  vessels  are  prohibited  from  engaging  in  this 
industry. 
United  stntes     This  Law  is  obviously  not   extra-territorial,  but  it  is 
Case,  p.  229.        appealed  to  in  support  of  the  United  States  contention  of 
a  right  of  property  and  protection  on  the  high  sea,  to  which 
it  is  diametrically  opposed. 
British  Conn-     The  i)riiiciples  ou  which  the  British  contention  is  based 
ter-Case,  p.  91.     ^^.^  exppcssly  laid  down  in  the  Chilean  Code. 

Argentine  Eepublic. 

The  laws  of  the  Republic  are  not  set  out  in  the  United 
States  Ajjpendix.  The  statement  in  the  United  States 
Case  is  merely  that  i)rotection  is  given  to  the  fur-seals 
resorting  to  the  coasts;  it  is  not  stated  that  the  regulations 
are  extra-territorial,  or  that  they  apj)ly  to  foreigners. 

Japan. 

Ynite<i  st^cs  Japanese  law  deals  with  hunting  and  killing  seals  and 
pendix,' vol.' 1,  p.  sea-otter  in  the  Hokkaido,  i.  e.,  Yezo,  and  certain  islands 
^^-  to  the  north  belonging  to  Japan. 

tef-case''  ^93^'^^  "^^^^  ^'^^^'  ^^  "^^  cxtra  territorial,  and  the  Japanese 

^^ '  ^"    ■  Government  have  stated   that   they  consider   that 

there  are  no  means  of  checking  foreign  fishermen  outside 
the  line  of  territorial  limits  fixed  by  international  law. 


ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN.  45 

CONCLUSION  FROM  FOREIGN  LAAVS. 

None  of  the  countries  above  specitied  profess  to  control 
tbe  killing-  of  seals  by  extra-territorial  provisions,  or  by 
interfering-  with  foreigners  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
other  way  than  in  accordance  with  the  principles  already 
established;  nor  do  they  profess  to  claim  a  property  in  or 
a  right  of  protection  of  seals  in  the  high  sea. 

The  first  contention  of  the  United  States,  that  seal  life 
is  protected  by  extra  territorial  laws  of  other  countries 
a])plicable  to  foreigners,  is  therefore  shown  to  be  without 
loundation. 

EXAMINATION  OF  SECOND  CONTENTION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  AS  TO  LAWS  OF  OTHER  NATIONS. 

A  further  contention  of  the  United  States  is  that,  not 
seal  fisheries  only,  but  other  fisheries,  are  itrotected  by 
extra-territorial  hiws  of  other  nations,  and  that  they  are 
extended  to  foreigners. 

The  contention  is  based  on  the  following  examples: 

British. 

Irish  oyster  fisheries. 

Scotch  herring  fisheries. 

Ceylon  pearl  fisheries. 

Queensland  and  West  Australian  pearl  fisheries. 

Foreign. 

France. 

Algerian  coral  fisheries. 
Italian  coral  fisheries. 
Norwegian  whale  fisheries. 
Colombian  ])earl  fisheries. 
Mexican  pearl  fisheries. 

From  these  examples,  an  inference  is  attempted  to  be 
drawn  that  the  United  States  are  warranted  in  demandiiig 
from  other  nations  ac(iuiescence  in  their  claim  that  their 
legislation  for  Alaska  should  apply  to  the  seal  fishery  in 
liehring  Sea. 

EXAMINATION   OF  BRITISH    FISHERY   LEGISLATION. 

The  contenti(»ii  tiiat  Ibitisli   lishery  legislation  is  extra- 
territorial, or,  if  cxtr:i  territoiial.  that  it  ext<'nds  to  for- 
eigners, remain  to  be.  considered. 
rA)  It  is  latei-  jjointed  out  that   considerations  iijiply    ( /"o«r.  p.  50.) 

to  tlie  ejise  of  oyster,  peail,  and  eoriil  fislieiies,  wliich 
have  n(»  ai»plie:ilion  to  tiie,  case  of  free,  swimming  lish  or 
animals. 

Inisu  ()vsTi:u  Fisheries. 

The  hiw  (leiiling  with  the  oyster  lisheis  on  the  <'oast  of 
Irehint]  is  sliortly  as  Ibllows: 

The  Statute  permits  the  Irish  I-'isheiy  Coiiimissioners  b>  ^J'^' ;j'I"|^32-^^ct., 
regulate,  by  bye-laws,  oyster  dredging  on  banks  20  luiles  to 
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seaward  of  a  certain  line  drawn  between  two  headlands  on 
the  east  coast  of  Ireland. 

Within  this  line  the  extreme  depth  of  indentation  is  not 
more  than  5  miles. 

The  Act  provides  that  the  bye-laws  are  to  apply  equally 
to  all  boats  and  persons  on  whom  they  may  be  binding; 
but  they  are  not  to  come  into  operation  until  an  Order  in 
Council  so  directs. 

The  Order  in  Council  is  to  be  binding  on  all  British  sea- 
fishing  boats,  and  on  any  other  sea-fishing  boats  specified 
in  the  Orders. 

The  facts  which  have  occurred  since  the  passing  of  the 
Statute  are  as  follows : 

The  Commissioners  have  made  a  bye-law  appointing  a 
close  time. 

The  bye-law  was  put  in  force  by  Order  in  Council  of  the 
29th  April,  1869. 

The  Order  recited  the  power  given  to  the  Queen  by  the 
Act  to  specify  other  besides  British  boats  to  which  the 
bye-law  was  to  apply. 

No  other  boats  were  so  specified. 

The  law  is  therefore  expressly  limited  to  British  boats 
•within  the  20  miles.  It  cannot  by  the  terms  of  the  Act 
itself  apply  to  any  foreign  boats. 

It  would  be  contrary  to  the  principles  on  which  British 
legislation  invariably  proceeds  that  bye  laws  should  apply 
to  foreign  boats  outside  the  3  mile  limit,  unless  power  to 
enforce  such  a  bye-law  against  the  boats  of  any  nation  had 
been  acquired  by  Treaty. 

The  provision  was  inserted  in  the  Act  to  provide  for  the 
case  of  any  such  Treaty  being  entered  into. 

Thereafter,  without  such  enabling  provision  in  the 

61        Act,  the  Queen  would  possess  no  power  to  make  an 

Order  in  Council  bringing  foreigners  within  the  Act. 

PoY^'lf'oQo^^*^^     The  statement  made  in  the  United  States  Case  is  there- 

fore  inaccurate. 

Scotch  Herring  Fisheries. 

By  the  Act  of  1887,  52  &  53  Vict.,  cap.  23,  a  close  time 
is  provided,  and  trawling  is  prohibited  within  the  north- 
eastern indentation  of  the  coast  of  Scotland:  the  line  of 
limit  is  drawn  from  Duncansby  Head,  in  Caithness,  to  Bat- 
tray  Point,  in  Aberdeenshire,  a  distance  of  80  miles. 

Penalties  are  imposed  on  any  person  infringing  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act. 
Ibid.,  p.  233.        iStress  is  laid  in  the  United  States  Case  on  the  words 
"any  person;"  and  the  statement  is  made  that  "the  Act  is 
not  confined  in  its  operations  to  British  subjects." 

This  statement  is  at  variance  with  the  principles  of 
English  legislation  and  the  practice  of  the  English  Courts 
in  interpreting  Statutes. 
{Po»t,  p  56.)  "Any  person"  is  a  term  commonly  used  in  English  Stat 
utes  dealing  with  offences,  and  it  is  invariably  applied  to 
such  ]iersons  only  as  owe  a  duty  of  obedience  to  the  British 
Parliament. 
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Ceylon  Pearl  Fisheries. 

The  pearl  fislieries  ou  the  banks  of  Ceylon,  which  extend  ci^e  p^fss^***®* 
from  (5  to  2  L  uules  from  the  coast,  are  subject  to  the  Colonial .  Appendix,  vol. 
Act  of  IS  11,  which  authorizes  the  seizure  and  condemnation  *'  ^'rtust  coun- 
of  any  boat  found  within  the  limits  of  the  pearl  banks,  orteiCase,  pp.  93, 
hovering  near  them. 

These  pearl  fisheries  have  been  treated  from  time  imme- 
morial by  the  succes.sive  rulers  of  the  island  as  subjects  of 
property  and  jurisdiction,  and  have  been  so  regarded  with 
the  acquiescence  of  all  other  nations. 

The  principles  governing  the  occupation  of  such  pearl    {Post, -p.zo.) 
fisheries  will  be  dealt  with  at  a  later  stage  of  this  Argument; 
for  the  present  it  is  suftlcient  to  indicate  the  proposition 
which  Great  Britain  will  maintain  by  a  quotation  from 

Chief  Justice  Cockbnrn,  in  Eeg.  v.  Keyn:  i^^e;.^-  '^""^  ^^■ 

52  Wliere  the  sea,  or  the  bed  on  which  it  rests,  can  be  physically 

occupied  permanently,  it  may  be  made  subject  to  occupation  in 
the  same  nuiuner  as  unoccupiel  territory. 

The  special  api)lication  of  this  principle  to  the  Ceylon  "Droit  .les 
fisheries  was  thus  treated  by  Vattel:  Gcii3,"i.6ec.287. 

Who  can  doubt  that  the  pearl  fisheries  of  Bahrien  and  Ceylon  may 
lawfully  become  property? 

Australian  Tearl  Fisheries. 

In  the  United  States  Case  reference  is  thus  made  to  the 
Australasian  fishery  laws: 

These  Statutes  extended  the  local  regulations  of  the  two  countries     United   States 
mentioned  (Queensland  and  Western  Australia)  to  delinod  areas  of  the  Case,  p.  234. 
open  sea,  of  which  the  most  remote  ])oints  are  about  250  miles  from  j^  pp'.'4()7-4G9.^"  * 
the  coast  of  Queensland,  and  about  6U0  miles  from  the  coast  of  West-  '  British    Coun- 
ern  Australia.  ter-Caso,  p.  94. 

It  suffices  to  point  out  that  these  Statutes  are  in  express 
terms  confined  to  British  ships  and  boats  attached  to  Brit- 
ish ships. 

Foreign  Fishing  Laws  discussed. 
France. 

By  the  Decree  of  the  10th  May,  1862,  certain  tishories  arc  allowed  to     Fnifed    St.itos 
br',  t^MiiporariJy  Bus])en<led  over  an  extent  of  sea  beyond  the  8-mile  limit  Case,  p.J34. 
if  it  is  ueees-iiry  for  tjie  preservation  of  the  bed  of  the  sea,  or  of  a  lisli-     BritiHli    Coun- 
cry  com|)i>.se<l  of  migratory  fisiies.     The  suspension  will  bo  ordered  on  t«r  Caa©,  p. 64-95. 
the  recpiestof  tin-  "priiil'liommes  des  pecheurs,"  or,  in  their  absence, 
of  the  ".syndics  des  gcus  de  mer," 

There  is  no  evidence  that  this  law  Is  api)lied  to  for- 
eigncis. 

On  th<'  contrary,  tliore  is  evidence  that,  apart  from  Con- 
ventions. l''ianc<'()iily  legislates  for  foreign  (ishermen  witliin 
the  .'j-mih'  limit. 

Article  1  of  Law  1  of  March  1888  lays  down  : 

Fisliiiig  by  foreign  vessels  is  forbiilden  in  the  territorial  waters  of 
I'^iatH  e  and  A];^!  I  la  wit  liiii  a  limit  which  ia  lixed  at  3  luariuo  miicu  in 
Pea  Irom  low- water  mark. 
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63  Algerian  Coral  I^'isheries. 

The  United  States  Case  proceeds: 

r.ritish   Conn.     Numerons  laws  luive  also  been  enarted  by  France  to  protect  and 
ter-Case,p.95.      reonlate  the  coral  lislieries  of  Algeria,  both  as  to  natives  and  for- 
.    ei.nners,  and  the  coral  beds  so  regulated  extend  at  some  points  as  far 
as  7  miles  into  the  sea. 

cTnitod  States  Tliis  stateiiiciit  is  not  verified  by  particulars  or  evidence, 
vou'p.'iuy"' '^' l>"t  a  Map  is  given  in  the  United  States  Case,  in  which 
this  7-mile  limit  is  indicated. 

(P.,«t,p.59.)  The  international  law  as  to  occupation  of  coral  beds  will 
be  dealt  with  presently;  but  it  may  be  noted  that  the  anal- 
oj?y  between  a  7-mile  protection  of  a  coral  bed  extending 
from  low-water  mark  under  the  sea,  and  protection  of  seals 
on  the  hio-h  sea,  is  not  apparent,  either  as  to  the  principles 
governing  the  two  cases,  or  the  facts  to  which  those  prin- 
ciples should  be  applied. 

Italian  Coral  Fisheries. 

caYe,'pi:i5^*"'''     The  United  States  Case  states  that— 

tV'^^tj'^'U'-oiigf"  *^''  ^°^''*^  ^^®^^^  surrounding  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  and  lying  off  the 
IX,  pp.   /      »  .    south-west  coast  of  Sicily,  have  been  made  the  subject  of  elaborate 
regulations  by  the  Government  of  Italy. 

The  remarks  that  have  already  been  made  as  to  the 
Algerian  coral  fisheries  equally  apply  to  the  Italian  reefs, 
and  it  is  not  suggested  by  the  United'States  that  foreigners 
have  been  excluded. 

ISToRWEGiAN  Whale  Fisheries. 

British  Conn-     The  N"orwegian  law  of  1880  for  the  protection  of  whales 

^uniufd ^states  p^ovidcd  a  close  time  "on  that])art  of  the  sea  on  the  coasts 

^ Ibid'' "a'j  en  ^^  Finmarken  which  the  King  will  define." 

dix.voi.i.plTIl!'     The  Proclamation  of  the  King,   in   1881,   accordhigly 

defined  that  part  of  the  sea  to  be  1  Norwegian  or  Swedish 

mile  (equal  to  4  British  miles)  from  the  coasts  of  Fin- 

marken,  to  be  counted  from  the  outermost  islands  or  rocks 

which  are  never  covered  by  tlie  sea. 
5^  The  whole  of  Varanger  Fiord  is  included,  the  dis- 

tance between  the  headlands  of  the  fiord  being  32 
miles. 

The  Norwegian  law  is,  therefore,  expressly  limited  to  a 
small  area  of  territorial  sea. 
(Post, p. 59.)         The  special   ])r()tection  in  Varanger  Fiord  falls  within 
the  principle  of  waters  of  the  territory  to  be  hereafter 
explained. 

Colombian  Pearl  Fisheries. 

Cme'^*''>#"''*'"'     "^^^  ^^^^  ®^  Pananni  is  thus  stated  in  United    States 
Tbi(f ,"' Appen- Case.     It  prohibits — 

dix,    \<)1.    i,   pp. 

4S4-485.  the  use  of  diving-niachines  for  the  collection  of  pearls  within  an  area 

of  the  sea  over  60  marine  miles  in  lengtli,  and  extending  outward 

about  30  marine  miles  from  the  coasts. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show  tliat  the  law  in  question, 
if  correctly  stated,  applies  to  foreigners. 
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Even  if  the  bays  shown  on  the  United  States  Maj)  are    (Post,p.59.) 
intended  to  be  inchided  in  the  application  of  the  law  as  is 
sujj^ested  in  the  United  States  Case,  the  claim  mnst  be 
justified,  if  at  all,  on  the  principle  of  waters  of  the  terri- 
tory previously  referred  to  and  subsequently  exiilained. 

Mexican  Pearl  Fisheries. 
The  United  States  Case  states—  CaYe"'l,!'^23l*''*'' 

that  along  the  coast  of  Lower  California  the  pearl-beds  have  been     Ibid.,    AriKn- 
niade  the  sulijoft  of  special  exclusive  grants  to  private  individuals,  di'^-ivol.  1,  p.  491. 
and  have  been  divided  lor  tliis  purpose  into  two  lielts:  the  inner  belt 
extending  seaward  for  3  miles  (5  kilom.),  and  the  other  belt  for  6 
miles  (10  kilom.). 

Foreign  vessels  are  admitted  generally  to  the  Mexican    British  Coim- 
fisheries  if  they  comjdy  with  the  laws  and  regulations.  ^^"  '*'"'' p-^^- 

The  only  claim  made  by  Mexico  is  to  regulate  all  fisher- 
men alike;  but  with  regard  to  English  fishermen,  attention 
is  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  Article  IV  of  the  Treaty  of 
1888  between  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  by  which  the  two 
Powers  agree  to  3  miles  as  the  limit  of  their  territorial 
waters. 

55  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONTENTION  NOT  SUPPORTED 

BY  FOREIGN   LAWS. 

These  are  the  only  foreign  laws  set  out  by  the  United 
States,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  there  are  no  laws  of 
any  otlier  countries  on  which  the  United  States  could  rely 
to  supjtort  their  claim,  either  directly  or  by  analogy. 

IJer  Majesty's  Government  submit  that  these  laws  do 
not  support  the  United  States  contention. 

Examination  of  Legal  Principles. 

state3ient   of   legal   principles   referred   to  in 
analysis  of  british  and  foregin  laws. 

Throughout  the  foregoing  discussion  of  the  legislation 
of  various  nations,  certain  iniiuiiplcs  of  law  have  been 
referred  to,  the  full  explanation  of  which  had  necessarily 
to  be  post])oned  until  the  examinations  were  comi»lete(l. 

For  convciii(!nce  tiiese  i)rincipl(>s  will  now  be  collected, 
and  will  tiien  be  s('parat<!ly  examined: 

(1.)  That  by  the  universal  iisage  of  nations,  the  laws  of 
any  State  have  no  extra-territoi'ial  apjjlication  to  foreign- 
ers, even  if  they  have  such  aj)i)li<;a(ion  to  subjects. 

(II.)  That  Great  Britain  has  incorporated  this  i)rincii)lo 
into  her  own  law  by  a  long-estaldislied  usage,  and  a  scries 
of  decisions  of  her  Courts;  and  tiiat  the  law  of  the  United 
States  is  identieal. 

(III.)  That  the  ilritish  Colonies  li;ive  no  j)Ower  to  legis- 
late for  foreigners  beyond  tlie  colonial  limits. 

(IV.)  That  inteinational  law  has  re(;ogni/,ed  the  right  to 
acfpiire  certain  ])ortioiis  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  and  tlie 
soil  under  the  sea,  in  Itays,  and  in  waters  between  islands 
and  tlie  niainland. 

B  S,  PT  X i 
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(V.)  That  the  analogy  attempted  to  be  traced  by  the 
United  States  between  the  chiims  to  protect  seals  in  Beh- 
ring  Sea,  and  the  principles  applicable  to  coral  reefs  and 
pearl-beds,  is  unwarranted. 

(VI.)  And,  finally,  that  there  is  no  complete  or  even 
partial  consent  of  nations  to  any  such  pretension  as  to 
property  in,  and  protection  of,  seals  as  set  uj)  by  the 
United  States. 


I. 

EXTRA-TERRITORIAL.  LAWS  OF  A  STATE  HAVE  NO  APPLI- 
CATION TO   FOREIGNERS. 

It  is  submitted  that,  as  well  by  international  and  con* 
stitutional  law  as  by  the  common  consent  and  practice  of 
nations,  the  laws  of  a  State  have  no  application  to  for- 
eigners beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  that  State; 
56  and  that  if  they  are  declared  to  nave  an  extra- 
territorial apjdication,  it  is  limited  to  subjects  of 
that  State  who  may  fall  within  its  provisions. 

The  fundamental  principle  which  governs  the  application 
of  laws  is  expressed  in  the  maxim,  extra  territorium  jus 
dicenti  impune  non  paretur. 

No  general  propositions  are  clearer  than  these. 

All  persons  are  subject  to  the  laws  of  a  country  in  which 
tbey  are. 

No  person  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  a  country  in  which  he 
is  not. 

The  only  exception  is  that  subjects  maybe  legislated  for 
by  their  own  Legislature,  even  though  they  are  abroad,  the 
enforcement  of  any  punishment  being  reserved  till  such 
time  as  they  return  to  their  own  c^ountry. 

These  princii)les  are  of  equal  force  on  the  high  seas. 

In  ships  on  the  high  seas,  no  one  is  subject  to  any  juris- 
diction but  tlmt  of  his  own  country,  or  of  the  country  to 
which  the  ship  belongs.  The  laws  of  other  countries  do 
not  bind  him,  and  he  may  disregard  them  with  imjiunity. 

II. 

THE  LAWS  OF   GREAP  BRITAIN   HAVE    NO   EXTRA-TERRI- 
TORIAL  APPLICATION   TO   FOREIGNERS. 

It  may  be  conclusively  demonstrated  that  Great  Britain 
has  incorporated  this  principle  into  her  municipal  law  by 
a  long  established  usage,  and  by  a  series  of  decisions  of 
her  Courts. 
L  n  2 Ex  D.     ^^  l^*^o-  ^'  Keyn,  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  said: 

^■^"  Where  the  laii<j;uage  of  a  Statute  is  general,  and  niny  include  for- 

eigiiris  or  not,  the  true  canon  of  construction  is  to  as.siiine  that  tlie 
Legiishitiire  has  not  so  enacted  as  to  violate  the  rights  of  other  nations. 

See  also   tiie     Tliis  is  the  atiswcr  to  the  argument  of  the  United  States, 
vtn  iii  '''viteAin  buscd  upou  the  words  "any  person"  in  British  and  Colonial 
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The  intimate  connection  between  the  national  law  and 
the  international  law  is  indicated  in  the  Judgments  now 
quoted. 

QUOTATIONS  FROM  ENGLISH  JUDGMENTS. 

Id  the  case  of  "Le  Louis,"  Lord  Stowell  said:  2 Dodson, 239. 

Neither  this  British  Act  of  Parliament  nor  any  Commission  founded 
on  it  can  affect  any  rij^ht  or  interest  of  foreioners  unles'e  they  are 
founded  on  principles  and  impose  regulations  that  are  consistent  with 
the  law  of  nations;  that  is  the  only  law  that  Great  Britain  can  apply 
to  them,  and  the  generality  of  any  terms  employed  in  an  Act  of  I'ar- 
liameut  must  he  narrowed  in  construction  by  a  religious  adliereuce 
thereto. 

57  So  in  Cope  v.  Doherty,  Lord  Justice  Turner  said :    2  De  gcx.  and 

J.  G14. 
This  is  a  British  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  is  not,  I  think,  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  British  Parliamt-ut  could  intend  to  legislate  as  to  the 
rights  and  liabilities  of  foreigners;  in  order  to  warrant  such  a  conclu- 
sion, I  think  that  either  the  words  of  the  Act  ought  to  be  express  or  the 
context  of  it  very  clear. 

So  in  Jeffreys  v.  Boosey,  Baron  Parke  said:  4  h.  l.  cases, 

•'  '  92G. 

The  Legislature  has  no  power  over  any  persons  except  its  own  sub- 
jects, that  is,  persons  natural-born  subjects,  or  resident,  or  whilst 
they  are  within  the  limits  of  the  kingdom ;  the  Legislature  ran  imjioso 
no  duties  exce))t  on  them,  and  when  legislating  for  the  benefit  of 
persons  must  ;)?-(m«  facie  be  considered  to  mean  the  benefit  of  those 
■who  owe  obedience  to  our  laws,  and  whose  interest  the  Legislature  is 
under  a  correlative  obligation  to  i)rotect. 

L.  K.  12  Ch.  D. 

500. 

que; 
as  to  the  application  of  tlie  En^dish  Baiikrujitcy  Law  to 
foreigners  in  England;  the  dcniiitioiis  of  acts  of  bank- 
ruptcy in  the  Statute  iiuhule  the  commission  of  certain 
acts  "in  England  or  elsewhere;"  yet  it  was  held  by  the 
Court  of  Ai)peal  that  a  foreigner  in  Eiigiaiid.  although  on 
general  i)rinciples  he  was  subject  to  English  law,  could  not 
be  made  bankrupt  unless  he  had  committed  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy in  England.  The  words  "or  elsewliere"  were  held 
not  to  apply  to  such  a  foreigner  on  the  i)rinciples  above 
stated. 

It  is  unnecessary  further  to  cite  authorities;  one  more    l.  k.,  2i:x.  ir 
quotation  from  Chief  Justice  Cockburn's  Judguumt  in  Keg.  *'"'■ 
V.  Keyn  will  suflice: 

Tlie  argument  is  that  the  language  of  tiio  .Statute  (of  IFcniy  VHI 
as  to  offenies  on  the  8(^-i)  being  general  in  its  terms,  it  must  be" taken 
to  have  included  foreigners  as  well  as  subjcetH.  Nocbiubt  tliese  words 
are  large  cnougii  to  indudf  foreigners  aswcll  as  snlijerts,  but  so  they 
are  to  inclmbi  llif  cnlirf!  ocean  as  well  as  the,  narrow  seas;  and  it 
cannot  be  HU|ii)osed  that  an\lhini;  so  i)reposterous  was  contemplated 
a«  to  make  foreigners  liable  to  the  law  of  this  country  for  olfcncos 
committed  on  foreign  ships  all  over  the  world. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  Statute  under  which  the  British 
vessels  were  seized  nnd  condemned  was  cither  wrongly 
interpreted,  or  was  ultra  vires. 


A  remarkable  application  of  this  principle  occurred  in  ^.^q 
the  case  of  ex  parte  Blain  re  Sawers.     The  question  arose' 
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68  III. 

COLONIES    HAVE   NO   POWER   OF  EXTRA-TERRITORIAL 
LEGISLATION  FOR  FOREIGNERS. 

It  may  further  be  demonstrated  that  Great  Britain  has 
not  assumed  to  grant  to  her  Colonies  any  larger  legislative 
power  than  she  assumes  to  possess  herself;  and  that  the 
Colonial  Legislatures  cannot  assume  to  themselves  any 
power  of  extraterritorial  legislation  for  foreigners,  as  is 
alleged  in  the  United  States  Case. 

On  this  point,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  words 
of  "The  Territorial  Waters  Jurisdiction  Act,  1878,"  whi(;h 
defines  the  territorial  waters  "adjacent  to  the  United  King- 
dom or  any  other  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions"  to  extend 
no  further  than  1  marine  league  from  low-water  mark. 

The  tiddicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  have  ex- 
pressly declared  the  limits  of  the  Colonial   Legislative 
Power. 
L.  R.,  1831,  A.     In  Macleod  v.  Attorney-General  for  New  South  Wales 
^•^^^-  the  colonial  law  as  to  bigamy  was  considered. 

The  section  enacted  that — 

Whosoever  being  married  marries  another  person  during  the  life  of 
the  former  husband  or  wife,  wheresovor  such  second  marriage  takes 
place,  shall  be  liable  to  penal  servitude  for  seven  years. 

Here  were  general  words  similar  to  the  words  "any  per- 
son" so  much  relied  on  by  the  United  States. 

The  Judicial  Committee  nevertheless  rejected  their  gen- 
eral application.    They  said: 

The  colony  can  have  no  such  jurisdiction,  and  their  Lordships  do 
not  desire  to  attribute  to  the  Colonial  Legislature  an  effort  to  enlarge 
their  jurisdiction  to  such  au  extent  as  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  powers  committed  to  a  colony,  and  indeed  inconsistent  with  the 
most  familar  principles  of  international  law. 

*  #  #  #  * 

The  words  ''Whosoever  being  married"  mean  "whosoever  being 
married  and  who  is  amenable  at  the  time  of  the  ofltence  committed  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  colony." 

***** 

"Wheresoever"  may  be  read,  "Wheresoever  in  this  colony  the 
offence  is  committed." 

And  so,  both  in  case  of  colonial  laws  and  in  the  case  of 

English  laws,  the  words  "any  person"  mean  "any  person 

subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Legislature  passing  such 

laws,"  subject,  that  is,  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 

69  ciples  of  international  and  constitutional  law  here 
explained. 

The  contention  of  the  United  States  that  the  British 
colonial  laws  warrant,  or  afford  some  analogy  to,  the  Alas- 
kan Seal  Statute,  is  entirely  devoid  of  foundation. 

IV. 

HOW  FAR  INTERNATIONAL  LAW  RECOGNIZES  A  RIGHT  TO 
POSSESSION  OF  PARTS  OF  THE  BED  OF  THE  SEA. 

It  is  next  submitted — 

That  international  law  recognizes  the  right  of  a  State  to 
acquire  certain  portions  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  and  of  the 
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soil  under  the  sea,  and  to  iuelude  tbem  within  tbe  territory 
of  the  State. 

This  affords  a  h^jiitiniate  explanation  of  the  cases  of  for- 
eign extra  territorial  fishery  laws  cited  by  the  United  States, 
quite  apart  from  any  question  whether  they  apply  to  for- 
eigners or  not. 

But  it  affords  no  justification  for,  nor  are  they  analogous 
to.  the  Alaskan  Seal  Statute,  as  is  contended  by  the  Uuitedi 
States. 

The  territory  of  the  nation  extends  to  low-water  mark; 
but  certain  portions  of  the  sea  may  be  added  to  the  domin- 
ion. For  exani])le,  the  sea  which  lies  inter  fauces  terrw, 
and,  in  certain  exceptional  cases,  parts  of  the  sea  not  lying 
iniei'  fnnces  tcmv. 

The  claim  api)]ics  strictly  to  the  soil  under  the  sea.  Such 
chiim  may  be  legitimately  made  to  oyster  beds,  pearl  fish- 
eries, and  coral  reefs;  and,  in  the  same  way,  mines  within 
the  territory  may  be  worked  out  under  the  sea  below  low- 
water  mark. 

Isolated  jjortions  of  the  high  sea  cannot  be  taken  by  a 
nation  unless  the  bed  on  which  they  rest  can  be  physically 
occupied  in  a  manner  analogous  to  the  occupation  of  hnul. 

These  principles,  though  they  ex])lain  legitimately  all 
the  examples  of  fitreign  laws  dwelt  on  by  the  United  States, 
show  also  that  no  right  to,  or  on,  so  vast  an  area  of  the  high 
sea  as  Behring  Sea  can  be  acquired.  Xor  has  any  such 
claim  ever  been  made. 

V. 

ABSENCE  OF  ANALOGY  BETWEEN  PROTECTION  OF    SAVIM- 
MING  ANIMALS   AND  OF  OYSTER  AND  CORAL  BEDS. 

It  is  further  submitted  that  there  is  no  analogy  between 
a  claim  to  i)ro[)crty  in  and  to  protect  swimming  animals, 
such  as  fish  and  seals,  and  a  like  claim  in  respect  of  oyster, 

pearl,  or  coral  beds. 
60  The  exclusive  fishery  right  recognized  by  inter- 

national law  within  the  tei'ritorial  waters,  or  the 
waters  of  the  dominion,  cannot  at  any  rate  bo  ])laced 
higher  than  the  right  to  take  possession  of  wild  animals 
whn;h  the  common  law  gives  to  the  owners  of  land  on 
which  the  animals  are. 

U  there  were  any  land  animals  whi(;h  by  nature  were 
attached  to  the  soil,  the  common  law  right  would  be  prac- 
tically e(|uivalent  lo  a  right  of  ]>roj»eity;  and  so  as  to  oys- 
ters and  coral  tx'ds,  when  they  are  within  the  waters  over 
which  international  law  rcjcognizes  an  (exclusive  fishery 
right,  this  i  iglil  Ix-comes  e(|ui\alent  to  a  rigiit  of  property 
becaus<;  they  are  attached  to  tli<',  soil. 

I'lMt  in  animals  which  mov(^  iVorn  this  area  into  the  high 
sea  no  such  piopeily  can  be  accjuiicd. 
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VI. 

NO    CONSENT   OF    NATIONS   TO    PEINCIPLE    OP    RIGHT 
CLAIMED   BY   UNITED    STATES. 

Finally,  it  is  subniitted  on  this  braiicli  of  the  United 
States  Argument,  that  there  is  not  shown  to  be  any  con- 
sent of  nations  to  any  proposition  which  would  w^arrant 
the  United  States  claim  to  the  right  of  protection  or 
property,  now  for  the  first  time  advanced. 

The  United  States  endeavour  further  to  support  their 
contention  by  a  reference  to  certain  other  extra  territorial 
laws  not  connected  with  fisheries  which  have  been  passed 
by  other  nations.    They  state — 

United    Statea      Reference  mav  also  be  made  to  the  British  Hovering  Acts,  the  St. 
Case,  p.  237.         Helena  Act  of  1815,  and  the  Quarantine  Act  of  1825. 

The  '''■Hovering  Acts.'''' 

These  Acts  have  been  passed  to  prevent  smuggling.  They 
establish  a  i)ractice  which  has  hitherto  been  acquiesced  in 
both  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  but  they  afford 
no  analogy,  either  in  fact  or  in  principle,  to  the  United  States 
claim  in  the  present  case. 

In  the  first  place,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Hovering 
Laws  do  not  extend  the  limit  of  territorial  waters,  or  assert 
any  general  claim  of  dominion  over  an  area  of  the  sea 
61  beyond  the  ordinary  3-mile  limit,  such  as  is  asserted 
by  the  United  States  over  the  Avaters  of  Behring  Sea 
east  of  a  certain  line.  They  simply  claim  to  exercise  a 
special  jurisdiction  over  certain  vessels  at  a  comparatively 
small  distance  outside  the  usual  limit,  in  order  to  prevent  or 
punish  offences  against  the  jurisdiction  icithin  that  limit,  to 
which  such  vessels  are  accomplices. 

And  in  the  case  of  a  British  vessel  which  was  seized  in 
1890  by  a  Russian  cruizer,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  seal- 
fishing  within  Russian  territorial  waters,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  of  opinion  that  even  if  the  vessel  at 
the  time  of  her  seizure  was  herself  outside  the  3-mile  terri- 
torial limit,  the  fact  that  she  was,  by  means  of  her  boats, 
carrying  on  fishing  within  Russian  waters  without  the  pre- 
scribed licence  precluded  them  from  remonstrating  against 
the  seizure. 

But  no  such  conduct  has  been  alleged  against  the  Brit- 
ish vessels  seized  by  the  United  States.  They  were  not 
hovering  at  sea,  they  were  not  lying  to  with  intent  to  pro- 
ceed to  tiie  territory,  or  the  territorial  waters  of  the  United 
States,  with  intent  to  assist  others  in  breaking  the  law 
there.  No  such  grounds  have  ever  been  alleged  for  the 
seizure  of  the  British  vessels.  The  claim  of  the  United 
States  is  to  include  the  right  to  seize  such  vessels  within 
their  general  jurisdiction  over  Behring  Sea,  and  the  anal- 
ogy of  the  Hovering  Laws  cannot  be  adduced  in  support 
of  such  a  claim. 

Moreover,  even  if  such  analogy  existed,  the  consent,  or 
acquiescence,  of  other  nations,  which  exists  in  the  case  of 
the  ''Hovering  Acts"  (so  long  as  the  juiisdiction  is  exer- 
cised within  reasonable  limits),  is  wanting  to  the  claim  of 
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jurisdiction  advanced  in  the  i)resent  case  by  the  United 
States;  and  this  absence  of  consent,  or  acquiescence,  is 
fatal  to  a  ch\ini  which  involves  the  right  of  search  and 
seizure  on  the  high  sea  outside  territorial  waters,  and, 
consefjuently,  a  violation  or  limitation  of  the  freedom  of 
the  sea. 

"  The  St.  Helena  Act,  1815:^ 

At  the  peace  of  1815  it  was  determined  by  Great  Britain, 
in  conjunction  with  the  allied  Powers,  that  St.  Helena 
should  be  the  i)lace  allotted  for  the  residence  of  the  Em- 
peror i!fapoleon  Bonajiarte,  under  such  regulations  as  might 
be  necessary  for  the  perfect  security  of  his  person; 
62  and  it  was  resolved  that,  for  this  purpose,  all  ships 
whatever,  British  and  foreign,  excepting  only  the 
East  India  C()ni])any's  ships,  should  be  excluded  from  all 
approach  to  the  island.  Notice  was  accordinglv  given  by  AmericaD  state 
the  British  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Washington  to  the  United  p-'Ii^'"^'  ^"^^  *^' 
States  Government  on  the  24th  November,  3815,  that  a 
Treaty  of  Conimerce  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  dated  the  3rd  July,  1815,  nnder  Article  III  of  which 
liberty  of  touching  for  refreshment  at  the  island  was  given 
to  United  States  vessels,  could  not  be  carried  out  in  this 
respect;  and  that  the  ratitications  of  the  Treaty  would  be 
exchanged  underthe  ex])licit  declaration  that  United  States 
vessels  could  not  be  allowed  to  touch  at,  or  hold  any  com- 
munication whatever  with,  the  island,  so  long  as  it  should 
continue  to  be  the  residence  of  tlie  Emperor.  The  Treaty 
was  latitied  on  this  understanding. 

The  arrangement  made  for  the  general  safety  received 
the  consent,  express  or  implied,  of  all  nations.  If  any 
analogy  can  be  found  between  that  case  and  the  one  now 
under  discussion,  it  goes  to  show  that  the  United  States 
cannot  exclude  other  nations  from  the  seal  tishery  without 
a  like  consent. 

•  "  The  Quarantine  Act,  1825P 

This  Act  dei)ends  u])on  the  principles  already  adverted 
to  with  regard  to  the  Hovering  Acts. 

It  is  submitted  that  no  one  of  these  three  Acts  allbids 
any  analogy  or  justification  for  a  juiisdiclion  l)asf(l  nu-rely 
on  protection  of  trade,  and  claimed  and  exercised  many 
hundred  miles  in  open  seas. 

GENERAL  CONCLUSION  ON  THIS  BRANOU  OF  THE  CASE. 

Therefore,  it  is  submitted  that  the  assertion  that  the 
practice  of  nations  supi)orts  the  United  States  contention 
in  regard  to  tiicir  <;hiinj  to  ])r(tjM'rty  in,  and  protection  of, 
the  seals  in  tiie  high  sea,  is  without  foundation. 

If  it  is  r(^garded  as  an  assumption  of  Jurisdiction  on  tho 

high  sea,  it  was  entirely  beyond  tlie  power  of  the  United 

States  Congress  to  i)ass  an  Act  applying  to  foreign- 

G3        era;  for,  witliout  acfjuiescence  of  othei-  nations,  and 

witiiout  exampk' in  the  jn-actiee  of  other  nations,  it 

infringes  the  rights  of  those  nations  upon  the  high  seas. 
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If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  regarded  as  part  of  a  general 
jnrisdiction  exercised  by  the  United  States  over  Behring 
Sea,  it  was  also  beyond  the  power  of  tlie  United  States 
Congress  to  make  the  Act  applying  to  foreigners ;  for,  with- 
out the  consent  of  other  nations,  and  without  example  in 
the  practice  of  other  nations,  it  extended  the  territorial 
waters  of  the  United  States  to  a  limit  hitherto  unknown 
and  unrecognized,  and  in  so  doing  it  infringed  the  rights 
of  other  nations  upon  the  high  seas. 

ANSWER   TO    QUESTION  5. 

Therefore,  it  is  submitted  that  the  foregoing  facts  and 
arguments  conclusively  establish  the  answer  to  Question 
5,  raised  by  Article  VI  o'f  the  Arbitration  Treaty,  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain,  that  is  to  say: 

To  Question  5. — That  the  United  States  have  no  right  {a) 
of  i)rotection,  or  [h)  of  property,  in  the  seals  frequenting 
the  islands  of  the  United  States  in  Behring  Sea  when  they 
are  found  outside  the  ordinary  3-mile  limit. 


PART  III. 


EEGULATIONS. 

It  is  now  desired  to  formulate,  on  behalf  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  outline  of  the  argument  which  will  be  preseuted 
in  connection  with  the  question  of  Kegulations.  As  stated 
at  p.  y  of  the  original  Case,  Great  Britain  has  throughout 
been  favourable  to  the  adoption  of  general  measures  for  the 
control  of  the  fur-seal  fishery,  provided  that  such  measures 
be  equitable,  and  framed  with  due  regard  to  the  commou 
interest.  It  is,  however,  essential  that  any  Eegulations 
should  oi)erate  to  preserve  the  fur-seal  industry  for  the 
enjoyment,  not  of  the  United  States  alone,  but  of  all  those 
who  may  lawfidly  engage  in  sealing.  In  tliis  connection, 
the  attention  of  the  Arbitrators  is  respectfully  directed  to 
the  general  considerations  summarized  at  p.  159  of  the 
British  Counter-Case. 

Though  in  the  United   States  Case  (Conclusions)  it  is    vmtca  states 
maintained  that  Regulations  must  practically  be  such  as  ^"*'^' p- -^"^• 

to   prevent   ])elagic   sealing  everywhere,   it   is  also 
GI         stated  that  the   United   States  are  in  the  positioli 
of  trustees  of  the  sealing  interest,  thus  involving  the 
idea  of  otlier  rights  besides  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  further,  in  their  conclusions  to  their 
Case,  in(;lude  in  the  second  "Material  question"  to  be 
determined  by  Arbitrators: 

Whether  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  onght  not  in  jnstice     Ibid.,  p.  2!19. 
to  each  other,  in  sonnd  i>olic'y  for  tlie  connnon  interest  of  niankiml, 
&,c.,  "to  enter  into  such  reasoiia))le  arran.i^cinent  by  concurrent  rc;;ii- 
lationh  or  eonveiition,  in  which  the  participation  of  other  Governments 
may  he  properly  in   ited,"  «tc. 

Tu  the  Counter-C'ase  of  the  United  States,  however,  a 
more  advanced  jjosition  is  taken.     We  read: 

The  United  States  insist,  as  claimed  in  their  (Jasi^  that  they  have,     lTnit<'<l    Sintcs 
ujton  the  facts  estahlisiied  hy  the  evidence,  such  a  i)roiicrty  ami  inter-  Cim  nicr  Cuse, 
est  in  the  seal  licrd   freipicntinti  tin-   Isiamls  of  the  United   States  iii  !'■  '-'• 
Bering  Sea,  and  in  tiie  industry  there  maintained  arisin;;  out  of  it,  as 
entitles  thciu  to  jirotection  and  to  be  ]irot<('ted  l>y  the  Award  of  tiiis 
Tribunal  (njuinut  nil  pilai/ic  Hcaliii;/,  uhicli  in  lln   ftnhjci  of  <  onlmvi  i  "i/  in 
thin  ('(iHf,  and  <|Uite  iircspccti ve  of  any  rij^ht  of  ])ro|)eity  or  of  self- 
defence  in  resjiect  of  their  territorial   interests,  tiiey  claim  to    have 
clear]}'  shown  tlial  no  re;;uhttions  short  at'  proliil)iti<m  will  be  aullicieut 
to  prevent  the  early  destruction  of  the  Alaskan  seal  herd. 

Before   considering   the   scope  of  the   l{<'guhiti()ris.  tlie    i'nii.<i  stat.-s 
question  as  to  the  area  of  waters  over  wliicli  tliey  should '""''•i'*'-^"''''"^- 
extend  recpiircs  notice.     It  appears  from  certain   passages 
in  the  United  States  Case  and  Counter-Case,  that  it  will 
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be  contended  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  that  the 
Ee^ulatious  shoukl  amount  to  a  i)iactical  prohibition  of 
pehi^ic  sealing- in  all  waters  to  which  seals  from  the  Priby- 
connter  Case  ^^^^  ^«lii"<l«  rcsort,  and   should   eflectually  prohibit  and 
p.  121.  '  prevent  the  capture,  anywhere  upon  the  high  seas,  of  any 

seals  from  the  Pribyloft"  Islands. 

It  is  submitted  that  any  such  contention   is  entirely 
beyond  any  claim  ever  advanced  by  the  United  States  at 
any  stage  of  the  controversy  prior  to  the  delivery  of  their 
Case,  and  is  contrary  to  the  agreement  of  the  parties  which 
was  embodied  in  the  Treaty.    That  Treaty  deals,  and  deals 
only,  with  "questions  which  have  arisen"  between  the  two 
Governments,     In  no  part  of  the  discussion  was  it  sug- 
gested that  the  rights  of  the  United  States  to  limit  the 
killing  of  seals  extended  beyond  Behring  Sea.     On 
65        the  contrary,  when  the  British  Government  desired 
the  assent  of  Russia  to  the  modus  vivendi  proposed 
United  States  iu  ^^^  mouth  of  June  1891,  it  was  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
Case,  Appe^uiix,  Whartou,  iu  a  despatch  to  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote,  dated  the 
vo  .  1, 1).  M  .      ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  mouth,  that  the  contention  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  was  limited  to  that  part  of  Beh- 
ring Sea  eastward  of  the  line  of  demarcation  described  iu 
the  Convention  with  Russia  of  the  30th  March,  1807;  that 
Russia  had  never  asserted  any  rights  in  the  waters  affect- 
ing the  subject  matter  of  the  contention,  and  could  not, 
therefore,  be  a  necessary  party  to  the  negotiations  if  they 
were  not  expanded;  and  further,  that  the  authority  of  the 
President  was  derived  from  the  Statute  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  no  authority  was  conferred  upon  him  to 
pa:'ohibit  or  make  penal  the  taking  of  seals  in  the  waters  of 
Behring  Sea  westward  of  the  line  referred  to. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  that  such  language 
not  only  depends  for  its  force  upon  an  assumed  jurisdictiou 
over  an  area  of  sea,  but  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
tention that  pelagic  sealing  in  the  parts  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  outside  Behring  Sea,  or  in  those  parts  of  Behring 
Sea  west  of  the  line  of  demarcation,  was  the  subject  of 
controversy  between  the  parties. 
Ibid.,  p.  315.  Further,  on  the  11th  June,  1891,  Mr.  Wharton,  in  his 
letter  to  Sir  J.  Pauncefote,  stated  that  the  Governracmt  of 
the  United  States,  recognizing  the  fact  that  full  and  ade- 
quate measures  for  the  protection  of  seal  life  should 
embrace  the  whole  of  Behring  Sea  and  portions  of  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean,  would  have  no  hesitancy  in  agreeing,  in  con- 
nection with  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Joint  Commission  to  ascertain  what  permanent 
measures  were  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  seal 
species  in  the  waters  referred  to,  such  an  agreement  to  be 
signed  simidtaneomly  icith  the  Convention  for  arbitration, 
and  to  be  without  prejudice  to  the  questions  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Arbitrators. 

Later,  viz.,  on  the  8th  March,  1892,  Mr.  Wharton  wrote 
to  Sir  J.  Pauncefote: 

Ibid.,  p.  356.  The  United  States  claims  an  exclu.sive  right  to  take  seals  in  a  por- 
tion of  the  Beliriog  Sea,  while  Her  Majesty's  Government  claims  a 
coiiHiion  right  to  pursue  and  take  tlie  seals  in  those  waters  outside  a 
3-mile  limit.     This  serious  and  protracted  controversy,  it  has  now  been 
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happily  agreed,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  determination  of  a 

66  tribunal  of  arbitration,  and  the  treaty  only  awaits  the  action 
of  the  American  .Senate.     .     .     .     If  the  contention  of  tins  (iov- 

ernnient  is  sustained  by  the  Arbitrators,  then  any  killing  of  seals  by 

the  Canadian  sealers  during  this  season  in  these  waters  is  an  injury     y,  ..    ■ 

to   this  Government   in   iU  jurisdiction  and  property.      .     .     .      i''*^  Case"  l|.i)oudix^ 

United  .States  cannot  be  expected  to  suspend  the  defence,  by  suchyuij'^  p.359. 

means  as  are   within  its   power,    of  the   property  and  jurisdictional 

riyhts  claimed  by  it,  i>ending  the  arbitration. 

And  on  the  22ud  March,  1892,  he  agaiu  writes: 

For  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  pro-  Ibi(l.,p.  3G1. 
ceeds  during  this  sealing  season  upon  the  basis  of  its  contention  as  to 
the  rights  of  the  Canadian  sealers,  no  choice  is  left  to  this  Govern- 
ment but  to  proceed  upon  the  basis  of  its  confident  contention,  that 
pelagic  sealing  in  the  Behring  Sea  is  an  infraction  of  its  jurisdiction  and 
property  rights. 

There  is  no  known  method  whereby  the  seals  resorting  to 
Behring  Sea  may  be  distinguished,  at  any  rate  before  cap- 
ture. Upon  no  construction  of  the  Treaty  could  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  is  empowered  to 
regulate  the  pursuit  of  seals  generally.  To  prohibit  the 
pursuit  of  certain  specified  fur-seals  outside  of  Behring  Sea, 
or  to  make  Regulations  concerning  them,  would  be  imprac- 
ticable, and  it  is  submitted  would  be  beyond  the  authority 
given  to  this  Tribunal. 

Passing  from  the  question  of  the  area  of  waters  over 
which  the  proposed  Regulations  should  extend,  and  assum- 
ing the  Regulations  to  ai)ply  to  the  whole,  or  some  part  of, 
the  non-territorial  waters  of  Behring  8ea,  the  contention  of 
the  United  States,  .so  far  as  it  can  be  gathered  from  their 
Case,  is  that  pelagic  sealing  must  be  entirely  prohibited. 

It  is  submitted  that  any  decision  of  the  Tribunal  prohib- 
iting pelagic  sealing  would  be  contrary  to  the  terms  of  tho 
Treaty. 

Article  VII  contemplated  the  establishment  of  Regula- 
tions as  ap[)licable  to  the  pursuit  of  seals  outside  territo- 
rial waters;  and  the  prohibition  of  pelagic  sealing  is  not 
authorized. 

To  coiitciid  that  ]K*lagic  sealing  should  be  entirely  pro- 
hil)ite(l  would  be,  under  cover  of  .so-called  Regulations,  to 
deleat  the  manifest  intention  of  the  ])arties. 

The  following  argument  is,  therefore,  based   upon  the 

view  that  the  Ilcgiilatious  should  be  such  as  should  be  lair, 

both  to  the  United  States  as  ownei's  of  the  Pribylolf 

67  Islands,  and  to  (ireat  Jiritain  as  representing  those 
who  desiie  to  engage  in  the  lawful  indnstiy  of  pe- 
lagic sealing,  but  who  at  the  same  time  are  willing  to  be 
bound  by  such  Regulations  as  are  necessary  for  i)r(»|)(!r 
])rotection  and  preservation  of  the  fur-seal  in, or  habitnaliy 
resorting  to,  i'.ehring  Sea. 

Finthcrmore,  it  is  essential  that  the  Regulations  should 
be  such  as  woidd  Ix*  bkely  tf)  secure  tlie  atlhesion  of  oilier 
Powers,  and  would  not  o|)erateasan  indncenient  to  them 
to  withhold  theii-  consent  with  the  knowledge  that  by  .so 
doing  they  wonhl  .secure  to  tliemselvcs  greater  advantages 
from  the  industry  in  (pie.^lion. 
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As  appears  from  tlie  British  Counter-Case,  and  from  the 
Eei)()rt  of  the  British  Commissioners,  the  mam  provisions 
which  might  be  properly  embraced  by  Beguhitions  are  the 
inaintenance  of  a  zone  of  protected  waters  round  the  breed- 
ing-ishmds,  the  establishment  of  a  close  season,  and  restric- 
tion as  to  the  date  in  each  year  when  sealing- vessels  should 
enter  Behring  Sea. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  each  of  these  proposals, 
when  taken  separately,  is  treated  in  the  United  States  Case 
and  Counter-Case  as  being  of  no  value,  and  that  the  pro- 
posals collectively  appear  to  be  considered  as  wholly  insuffi- 
cient, the  way  in  which  the  question  has  been  dealt  Avith  by 
tbe  United  States  in  the  correspondence  prior  to  the  Treaty 
of  Arbitration  is  Avorthy  of  consideration. 

Up  to  tbe  month  of  December  1S90,  suggestions  of  a  more 
or  less  general  character  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the 
correspondence  to  the  effect  that  international  Eegulations 
sluMild  be  established  through  the  medium  of  a  Conven- 
tion, to  which  all  nations  interested  should  be  parties. 
These  suggestions  led  to  no  definite  agreement,  and  were 
succeeded  by  a  proposal  contained  in  the  following  passage 
from  a  note  of  Mr.  Blaine  to  Sii-  Julian  Pauucefote,  under 
date  the  17th  December,  1890: 

TJnitert  states     The  President  will  ask  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  to  agree  to 
ToM  p  284         *'^^  distance  of  20  marine  leagues  within  which  no  ship  shall  hover 
'  '    ■       ■         round  the  inlands  of  St.  Paul  and  8t.  George  from  the  15th  May  to  the 
loth  October  of  each  year.     This  will  prove  an  effective  mode  of  pre- 
serving- the  seal  fisheries  for  the  use  of  the  civilized  world. 

And  in  the  same  despatch  there  was  formulated  a 
68        question,  in  the  following  words,  on  which  the  Vllth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Arbitration  was  founded : 

CaYp'A^pfid^if  Sixth.  If  the  determination  of  the  foregoing  questiona  shall  leave 
vol. i', p. 28().  ' '  ^^'^  subject  in  such  jjosition  that  the  concurrence  of  Great  Britain  is 
necessary  in  prescril.iug  regulations  for  the  killing  of  the  fur-seal  in 
any  part  of  the  waters  of  Behring  Sea,  then  it  shall  be  further  deter- 
mined :  First,  how  far,  if  at  all,  outside  the  ordinary  territorial  limits 
it  is  necessary  that  the  United  States  should  exercise  an  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  order  to  protect  the  seal  for  the  time  living  upon  the 
islands  of  the  United  States,  and  feeding  therefrom.  Secoml.  whether 
a  closed  season  (during  which  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  waters  of 
Behring  Sea  outside  the  ordinary  territorial  limits  shall  be  prohibited) 
is  necessary  to  save  the  seal-tishiiig  industry,  so  valuable  and  impor- 
tant to  mankind,  from  deterioration  or  destruction.  And,  if  so,  third, 
what  months  or  parts  of  mouths  should  be  included  in  such  season, 
and  over  what  waters  it  should  extend. 

To  this  proposal  of  Mr.  Blaine's  Lord  Salisbury  replied 
in  his  despatch  of  the  21st  February,  1891,  in  which,  deal- 
ing with  the  sixth  question,  he  observed : 

Ibid., p.  294.  The  sixth  question,  which  deals  with  the  issues  that  will  arise  in  . 

case  the  controversy  should  be  decided  in  favour  of  Great  Britain, 
would  perhaps  mqre  fitly  form  the  substance  of  a  separate  reference. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no  objection  to  refer  the  general 
question  of  a  close  time  to  arbitration,  or  to  ascertain  by  that  means 
how  far  the  enactment  of  such  a  provision  is  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  seal  species;  but  any  such  reference  ought  not  to  con- 
tain words  appearing  to  attribute  special  and  abnormal  rights  in  the 
matter  to  the  United  States. 

Ibid., p. 319.  Finally,  in  deference  to  the  objection  thus  taken  by  Lord 
Salisbury,  Mr.  Wharton,  in  a  let^ter  of  the  25th  June,  1892, 
to  Sir  Julian  Pauucefote,  proposed  what  now  forms  Article 
VII  of  the  Treaty. 


ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN.  61 

It  is  therefore  to  be  noted  that  the  original  proposition, 
emanating  from  the  President  of  the  United  tStates,  viz., 
tliat  the  establisliment  of  a  protective  zone,  within  which 
the  killing  of  seals  should  be  prohibited  between  certain 
specified  dates,  was  suggested  as  being  an  effective  mode 
of  preserving  the  seal  fisheries  for  the  use  of  the  civilized 
world,  and  it  is  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, that  further  investigation  and  examination  of  the 
facts  fully  justify  the  view  that  Eegulations  of  this  char- 
acter, but  establishing  a  zone  of  smaller  area,  would  sultice 
so  far  as  pelagic  sealing  is  concerned. 

69  Even  assuming  a  point  which  is  open  to  consider- 
able doubt,  viz.,  that  some  of  the  seals  still  suckling 

their  young  travel  to  parts  of  Behring  Sea  at  considera- 
ble distances  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  by  far  the  greater 
majority,  if  not  the  whole,  of  such  female  seals  will  be 
found  within  a  zone  of  more  moderate  area. 

It  is  established  that  the  seals,  whatever  may  be  the 
cause  of  their  leaving  the  ishnids,  do  not  habitually  or 
regularly  go  in  searcli  of  food.  Food,  am])]e  for  their 
wants,  is  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  islands,  but  all 
the  best  information  points  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not  feed 
during  the  main  period  of  their  sojourn  on  land.  In  addi- 
tion, the  prohibition  of  the  killing  of  seals  during  July 
and  August,  within  the  protected  zone,  would  insure  that 
the  vast  majority,  if  not  all,  of  the  female  seals  actually 
suckling  their  young,  would  be  free  from  capture  by 
pelagic  sealing  during  such  time  as  the  pups  are  depend- 
ent upon  them. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  in  detail  the  minor  Begula- 
tions  which  have  been  suggested  as  to  the  means  of  jjt'lagic 
capture,  and  as  to  the  due  authentication  of  all  licensed 
Scaling  vessels.  These  are  matters  on  which  lengthened 
argument  would  be  out  of  place  here. 

It  is,  however,  obvious  tliat  the  adoption  of  such  Begu- 
lations,  and  the  enforcement  of  legislation  in  order  to  ren- 
der them  effective,  does  involve  the  curtailment  of  riglirs 
which,  njton  the  hypothesis  which  forms  the  basis  of  this 
argument,  now  Ix'Iongto  other  nationals,  including  British 
sul)jects. 

The  object  of  any  licgulations  is  the  ]>roper  ])rotection 
and  preservation  of  tin;  Inr  seal  in.  or  habitually  resorting 
to  lichring  S(;a.  it  would  he  unjust  that  other  nations 
should  l»e  asked  to  enlbrci!  by  legislation  this  curtailment 
of  the  rights  of  their  nationals,  w  ithoiit  some eoi-iesponding 
eoncessi<»n  on  the  part  of  the  IJniti'd  States,  as  owners  of 
the  islands  and  the  t<'ri  itorial  waters  theieof. 

That  duiing  a  great  portion  of  the  year  t  he  seals  are  feed- 
ing ui)on  fish  whieli  aie  valuable  for  the  food  ot  man  upon 
the  coasts  of  tlie  territoiy  of  (ireat  I'.ritaiii,  and  other  na- 
tions, (;annot  be  tleiiied. 

That  during  other  portions  of  the  y(^ar  they  are 

70  consurrn'ng  hsh  that  are  swimming  in  the  high  seas, 
in  which  all  nations  have  an  interest,  is  conceded. 
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It  would  not  be  equitable  that  restrictions  upon  the  rights 
of  other  nations  should  be  demanded  solely  for  the  [jurpose 
of  enhancing-  the  benefit  to  be  derived  by  the  United  States 
from  their  possession  of  the  islands.  The  least  that  can  be 
suggested  is  that,  concurrently  with  the  establishment  of 
such  Eegulations  as  are  applicable  to  pelagic  sealing,  and 
in  Older  to  induce  other  nations,  who  are  not  parties  to  this 
Arbitration,  to  concur  in,  and  give  effect  to,  any  Eegula- 
tions,  a  reasonable  limit  to  the  slaughter  of  seals  on  the 
breedin  g-islands  and  proper  provisions  for  its  conduct  should 
be  made  by  the  United  States. 

The  Regulations  for  the  islands  which  the  United  States 
may  be  willing  to  make  must,  it  is  submitted,  have  an  impor- 
tant effect  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Arbitrators  as  to  what 
pelagic  Eegulations  would  be  reasonable  or  necessary,  and 
it  is  further  submitted  tliat  it  is  within  the  competence  of 
this  Tribunal  to  make  the  latter  Eegulations  dependent  or 
conditional  on  the  former. 

To  apply  restrictions  to  pelagic  sealing,  without  effective 
and  concurrent  Eegulations  being  enforced  on  the  breeding 
haunts,  would  be  as  unreasonable  and  useless  as  the  insti- 
tution of  restrictions  over  a  coastal  or  estuary  salmon  fish- 
ery, while  the  salmon  on  the  si)awning-beds  of  the  river 
were  being  taken  without  let  or  hindrance. 

It  is  contended  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  that  the 
management  of  the  islands  in  the  past  had  been  properly 
controlled  and  conducted  with  due  regard  to  the  protection 
of  seal  life.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  unable  to  con- 
cur in  that  view.  For  reasons  that  have  been  stated  at 
length  in  the  Counter-Case,  in  reply  to  the  contentions  in 
the  United  States  Case,  it  is  submitted  that  the  excessive 
killing  of  seals  on  the  islands  during  a  long  series  of  years 
has  contributed  largely  to,  and  has  been  in  all  probability 
the  main  cause  of  diminution  in  numbers.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  in  view  of  the  experience  of  the  past,  the  number  of 
seals  to  be  killed  in  each  year  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands 
ought  to  be  limited,  and  the  methods  pursued  there  con- 
trolled, in  accordance  with  the  actual  condition  of  seal  life, 
and  subject  to  periodical  review  by  independent  Govern- 
ment Agents. 
71  Finally,  it  is  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 

the  Tribunal  that  the  imperfect  knowledge  even  now 
possessed  as  to  the  habits  and  conditions  of  seal  life  in 
many  essential  particulars  makes  it  important  to  consider 
how  far  it  is  safe  to  lay  down  Eegulations  uTdimited  in 
duration  until  wider  experience  of  their  operation  has  been 
acquired. 


PART  IV. 
DAMAGES  Al^D  COMPE^STSATION. 


1.  British  Claim  for  Damages. 

There  remain  for  consideration  the  questions  of  fact    Ariioie  vni, 
wliich  are  iuvolv^ed  in  tlie  claims  made  by  tlie  owners  of  traUon."'^  "^'^^^ 
British  vessels  for  injuries  sustained  by  the  seizure  of  their 
vessels,  and  by  such  vessels  beinj^  prevented  by  the  action 
of  the  United  States   cruizers  from  engaging-  in  i)elagic 
sealing  in  Jjelning  Sea.    The  British  Government  agree 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that,  as  far  as 
damages  are  concerned,  no  question  of  amount  is  to  be  dis- 
cussed before  the  Tribnnal  of  Arbitration,  and  tliat  only 
questions  of  fact  involved  in  the  claim  are  proper  for  con- 
sideration.   It  is  admitted  in  the  Counter-Case  on  behalf    xTnitcd  statea 
of  the  United  States  that  the  seiznres  and  acts  of  interfer- f;p»"ifei-case,  p. 
ence  com])lained  of  took  place  outside  the  ordinary  terri- 
torial waters  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say,  outside 
the  3-inile  limit;  and,  iurther,  that  the  acts  of  seizure  and    nud.,  p.  130. 
interference  were  antliorized  and  executed  under  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  Goveiiiment,  for  tlie  ])ur- 
l)Ose  of  enforcing  certain  laws  i)asse(l  by  the  United  States. 

Under  tliese  cir(;um.stances,  assnming,  as  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  the  (juestion  now  under  discussion,  that  the 
claim  on  behalf  of  the  (Jovernment  of  the  United  States 
to  interfere  witli  the  ships  of  other  nations  fishing  in  the 
non-territoiial  waters  of  Jiehiing  iSea  is  unfounded,  the 
responsible;  (iovernment  of  the  United  States  have  by 
force  prevented  the  vessels  in  question,  and  their  ownei's, 
masters,  and  crew,  from  engaging  in  a  lawful  occupation 

and  industry. 
72  The  contention  i)ut  forward  at  p.  133  of  tlie  United 

States  (Jounter-(Jase  is,  that  all  the  items  of  <'l:iim 
there  referred  to,  that  is,  "Loss  of  estimated  Cateli," 
"Probable  (^atch,"  "Balance  of  jnobabh'  (Jatch,"  "K'ea- 
sonabh*,  I'^arnings  for  tlie  months  of  <  )ctober,  November, 
and  December,'' and  "Loss  of  Profits,"  are  in  the  natui-e 
of  |>rospective  profits  or  sjiecnlative  daniages.  and  ai<'  so 
uncertain  as  to  foiiii  no  legal  or  e(|nital)Ie  l);isi.s  fur  finding 
facts  upon  which  <lamages  can  be  predicated. 

This  view  ot   lh«'.  law  has  been   rejected   by  the   English     •''CMM).280. 
Conils.     In    Phillips  v.  the    Lomlon   and    Southwestern 
Bailway  Company,  where  an  eminent  medical  i)racf  it  loner 
who  had  been  injured  by  the  negligence  of  a  Jiailway  Com- 
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pany  was  awarded  16,()00L  damajj^es,  the  Court  of  Appeal 
held  that  the  Jury  had  been  rioJitly  directed  to  take  into 
14  App  Cas  ^^'^oniit  the  h)ss  of  his  i)rofessioiial  income  of  5,000/.  a-year. 
519.  *  '  ■  And  in  the  "Argentine,"  the  Honse  of  Lords  held  that  in 
awardiTig  damages  to  a  ship  which  had  come  in  collision 
with  another,  the  fact  that  the  ship  coidd  not  be  repaired 
in  time  to  fulfil  a  contract  for  another  voyage,  and  had  lost 
earnings  in   consequence,  had  been  properly  taken  into 

account.     Lord  flerschell  said: 

• 

The  loss  of  the  use  of  a  vessel  ami  of  the  earnings  which  would 
ordinarily  be  derived  from  its  use  during  the  time  it  is  under  repair, 
and  therefore  not  available  for  trading  ])urpos(?s,  is  certainly  damage 
which  directly  and  naturally  Hows  from  a  collision. 

He  then  proceeded  to  explain,  what  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  consider,  that  the  damages  were  not  limited  to  the 
time  of  actual  non-repair,  but  that  account  might  be  taken 
of  the  loss  of  a  voyage  previously  contracted  for,  setting 
off  against  such  loss  what  the  ship  could  have  earned  by 
other  means,  after  completion  of  the  repairs,  during  the 
time  which  such  voyage  would  have  occupied. 

After  due  regard  has  been  paid  to  all  considerations, 
such  as  the  nature  of  the  season,  the  size  and  equipment 
of  the  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  the  catch  in  previous 
seasons,  an  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  probable  catch 
of  each  vessel  during  the  season  in  which  their  operations 
were  prevented  or  interfered  with. 

The  loss  of  catch  is  due  directly  to  the  action  of 
73        the  United  States  Government,  and  the  fact  that 
the  earnings  or  profits  were  prospective  in  no  way 
affects  the  right  of  the  claimants  to  recover. 

The  refusal  of  the  (Geneva  Arbitrators  to  award  damages 
to  the  United  States  for  the  loss  of  "prospective  earnings" 
must  be  understood  with  reference  to  the  actnal  conditions 
of  the  case  before  them.  The  sliips  in  respect  of  which  the 
claim  was  made  had  been  destroyed.  Chief  Justice  Cock- 
burn,  who  here  was  in  agreement  with  the  rest  of  the 
Tribunal,  says  in  his  reasons: 

"North  Amer-      According  to  the  decisions  of  the   Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
PanLi^p'Ws*'    '^^''tes,  the  only  allowance  wliich  ought  to  be  made  in  respect  of  pro- 
'  ^-      ■      spective  catch  is  in  the  nature  of  interest  from  the  time  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  vessel. 

The  distinction  is  between  prospective  earnings  from  a 
ship  destroyed,  and  tem])orary  interruption  in  the  employ- 
ment of  an  existing  ship. 

With  regard  to  the  allegations  which  are  brought  for- 
ward at  pp.  130  to  133  of  the  United  States  Counter-Case, 
that  is  to  say,  that  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States 
were  interested,  as  mortgagees  or  otherwise,  in  some  of  the 
vessels  in  question.  Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not 
admit  either  the  truth  of  the  allegations,  or  that  they  are 
proper  ibr  consideration. 

By  17  &  18  Vict.,  cap.  104,  sec.  70,  it  is  enacted  as  fol- 
lows : 

A  mortgagee  shall  not  by  reason  of  his  mortgage  be  deemed  to  be 
the  owner  of  a  ship  or  any  share  therein,  nor  shall  the  mortgagee  be 
deemed  to  have  ceased  to  be  owner  of  such  mortgaged  ship  or'share, 
except  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  making  such  ship  or  share 
available  as  a  security  for  the  mortgage  debt. 
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The  Tribunal  will  be  asked  to  find  that  the  several  heads 
or  items  of  damage  claimed  are  correct,  saving  all  questions 
of  amount  and  liability, 

2.  British  Claim  for  Compensation. 

By  Article  V  of  the  modus  vivendi  of  1892  it  is  expressly 

agreed  that,  if  the  result  of  the  arbitration  shall  be  to 

affirm  the  right  of  British  sealers  to  take  seals  in  Beh- 

ring  Sea  within  the  bounds  claimed  by  the  United  States, 

under  its  purchase  from  liussia,  then  comi^eusation 

74  shall  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain 
(for  the  use  of  her  subjects)  for  abstaining  from  the 

exercise  of  that  right  during  the  pendency  of  the  arbitra- 
tion, upon  the  basis  of  such  regulated  and  limited  catch  or 
catches  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Arbitrators,  might  have 
been  taken  without  an  undue  diminution  of  the  seal  herds. 
The  Article  further  provides  that  the  amount  awarded  shall 
be  just  and  equitable,  and  shall  be  promptly  paid. 

Great  Britain  is  entitled,  under  this  Article,  to  the  award 
of  a  just  and  equitable  sum  by  way  of  compensation,  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  Arbitrators  on  the  above  basis. 

3.  United  States  Claim  for  Damages. 

In  the  event  of  its  being  decided  that  British  sealers 
have  no  right  to  take  seals  within  the  waters  of  Behring 
Sea,  it  will  be  contended  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  the  basis  upon  which  the  amount  of  the  United  States 
claims  is  assessed  in  the  Case  of  the  United  States  is 
untenable. 

The  whole  of  what  is  called  in  the  United  States  Case  ^..^^^ "^'Isf^*^* 
"the  claim  of  the  Government,"  as  distinguished  from  "the   ''  ^'  ^' 
claim  of  the  lessees,"  is  founded  on  the  j)rohibition  of  seal- 
ing on  tlie  islands  imposed  under  the  modus  vivendi  of  1891. 
But  no  claim  can  be  made  in  respect  of  the  consequences 
of  fullilling  a  contract  voluntarily  entered  into,  unless  by 
reason  of  some  contract  provision,  such  as  is  contained  in 
the  modus  vivmdi  of  1892,  but  not  in  that  of  1891.     Her  ,iil^^vl;i.  jf^S 
]\Iajcsty's  Govt-rnment  made  it  a  condition  of  renewing  the 
modus  Vivendi  in    1892,  that  "the   xVrbitrators  should,  in 
the  event  of  a  decision  adverse  to  the  United  States,  assess 
the  damages  wliich  the  prohibition  of  sealing"  should  have 
caused.     Xo  such  stipulation  had  been  made  by  either 
Government  in  1891, 

4.  United  States  Claim  for  Compensation. 

By  Article  V  of  the  modus  vivendi  of  1892,  if  the  result 

of  tlie  arbitration  should  be  to  deny  the  right  of  British 

sealers  to  take  seals  witliin  the  sj)eeified  waters,  then  (torn 

pensation  shall  be  made  by  (Jr(;at  J>iitain  to  tlie  United 

States  (for  itself,   its  citizens,  and  lessees)  for  llio 

75  Agreement  to  limit  theishind  c;it(;h  to  7,500  a  season, 
ui)on  the  basis  of  the  did'erence  between  tliis  nundier 

and  sucli  larger  eate.h  as  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  Avbif lators 
might  have  been  taken  withoul  an  undue  diminution  of 
"the  seal  herds." 
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In  fixing  the  "larger  eatcli"  mentioned  in  this  Article, 
the  following  facts  require  consideration : 
British    Case,     The  modus  Vivendi  of  1891  was  originally  assented  to  by 
Hi^'^No'!'!;  1891,  Great  Britain  because  it  was  asserted  on  the  part  of  the 
pp'.i,  3'.  '       '  United  States  that  the  diminution  of  seals  had  become  so 
great  as  to  require  some  such  immediate  and  drastic  pro- 
vision to  prevent  extermination. 
Senate,    51st     Duiiug  the  Sealing   season   of  1890,  on  the  Pribyloff 
Ex"  l)oc"no'19;  Islaitls,  Mr.  Goff,  the  Government  Agent,   stopped  the 
pp.' 11, 12.        '  killing  of  seals  when  only  21,857  had  been  killed,  alleging 
that  this  was  absolutely  necessary  because  of  the  paucity 
Ibid.,  p.  13.      of  seals  of  suitable  age  for  killing.     The  agent  of  the  iS^orth 
•  American  Commercial  Company  thereupon  lodged  a  protest 
against  the  curtailment  of  the   Company's  privilege  of 
killing. 
Ibid., pp. 6  and     In  reporting  on  the  sealing  season  of  1890,  Mr.  Goflf,  the 
^-  Government  Agent  on   the  islands,  and  Mr.  Lavender, 

Assistant  Agent,  both  advised  the  cessation  of  all  killing 
British    Case,  for  skius  upou  the  islands  for  several  years.    Mr.  Elliott, 
Append|x^_  voh  .^  his  letter  to  Secretary  Windom,  summarizing  and  trans- 
stat€s_    No.   2,  mitting  a  detailed  Keport  made  in  pursuance  of  a  Special 
21, mi.'    ^^'     'Act  of  Congress,  makes  a  recommendation  to  the  same 
effect,  placing  the  period  of  abstention  from  killing  at  seven 
years  at  least. 
Sir.  J.  Pannce-     The  Tcsult  of  the  investigation  of  seal  life  made  by  the 
Flbrui^yi.S.  British  Commissioners  in  1891  was,  however,  such  as  to 
Marquis    of  couvincc  Her  Maiesty's  Government  that  the  very  stringent 

Salisbury  to   Sir  ^""  '       ^^         „   ,,      "^         "^i  •  t       i-    -i  orvi  j  j.      •       ii 

J.    Pauncefote,  mcasurcs  of  the  moduft  vivendi  ot  1891  need  not,  in  the 
March  18,1892.    j^^g^-ggts  of  the  Sealing  industries,  be  repeated  in  1892. 

British  Case,  Conscquentlj",  when  a  new  modus  vivendi  was  pressed  for 
mf^'^-u'nuedby  the  United  States,  it  was  proposed  by  Her  Majesty's 
^m-^^"  ^°'  155  Government  that  a  zone  of  protection,  not  exceeding  30 
ind  159.  ^'^'  miles,  should  be  extended  about  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  while 
fofewiir'^Bidne;  tl»e  killing  upou  thcsc  islands  should  be  restricted  to  a 
Tehr\ia.Ty29,\8n. maximum  number  of  30,000. 

Briti.shCase.     The  United  States,  however,  promptly  and  decisively 

Appendix,  vol,  prououuced  this  proposal  for  a  modus  vivendi  in  1892,  to  be, 

states     No.    3  from  thcir  point  of  view,  "so  obviously  inadequate, 

(1892),"  p.  161.     ^g        ^^^  gQ  impossible  of  execution,  that  this  Government 

cannot  entertain  it." 

Acting  secre-  The  British  Government  eventually  consented  to  the 
tary  Wharton  to  establishment  of  a  new  modus  vivendi,  generally  similar  to 
fitc,  "^^kfrX^s,  that  of  1891,  but  with  the  condition  as  to  compensation 
1892.  above  mentioned. 

It  is  submitted  that,  in  fixing  the  dimensions  of  the  catch 
which  might  have  been  made  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands, 
for  the  purposes  of  compensation,  the  United  States  cannot 

United  states  now  rely,  as  they  seek  to  do,  on  the  data  which  they  explic- 
casc,  P.29J.        ii;iy  contradicted  in  the  spring  of  1892. 
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Xo.  1. 

Criticism  of  Part  Second  of  the  Counter- Case  of  the  United 
States,  ichich  is  entitled,  "  Reply  of  the  United  States  to 
that  portion  of  the  Case  of  Great  Britain  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  British  Commissioners.^'' 

It  is  observed  with  regret,  that  throughout  the  second 
portion  of  the  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States,  reflec- 
tions on  the  impartiality,  competence,  and  even  on  the  hon- 
esty of  the  British  Commissioners  are  repeatedly  made. 
It  is,  for  instance,  many  times  asserted  that  the  British 
Commissioners  endeavour  to  support  various  preconceived 
opinions  or  "positions"  by  evidence  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose. But  a  reference  to  the  Commissioners'  Eeport  will 
show  that  no  such  course  was  adopted,  and  that  various 
points  upon  wliich  the  available  evidence  was  found  to  be 
inconclusive  have  been  so  characterized  by  them. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact,  that  at 
a  date  as  late  as  November  1890,  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, relying  on  evidence  contained  in  official  Reports  of 
the  United  States  Government,  denied  any  decrease  in  the 
seals  met  with  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands;  while  one  of 
the  main  concbisions  of  the  Commissioners  proved  to  be  in 
direct  opposition  to  tiiis  (^ontentioii,  and  was  to  the  efiect 
tliat  a  nearly  continuous  tlecrease  had  occurred  during  the 
entire  period  f»f  the  control  of  these  islands  by  the  United 
States. 

There  is  surely  nothing  remarkable  in  the  circumstance 
that  some  f)f  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Biitish  Com- 
missioners shonld  agice  witli  previously  advanced  con- 
tentions of  the  liiitish  and  Canadian  Governments.  It 
might,  on  the  other  hand,  be  cliaracterized  as  remaikable, 
that  for  tlie  i)ur|)oses  of  the  ])resent  submission  to 
78  arbitration  the  United  Stat<!s  Government  have  dis- 
carded their  own  i)revious  official  KejxMts,  and  have 
substituted  a  number  of  statements  and  affi<ia\  its  procured 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty,  upon  which  to  base 
their  contention;  the  evidence  contained  in  latter  being 
often  at  variance  with  tlie  previous  and  contemporaneous 
Keports  thus  discarded.     Though  a  si»ecial  A(;t  of  Congress  ^^^^\  ^^]\li^^. 

was  passed  to  autliori/e  an  investigation  of  the  scaling 

industry  on  the  I'libylolf  Ishinds  in  LS'M),  and  such  investi- 
gation was  carried  out,  it  is  at  least  worthy t)f  note  that  the 
itei)ort  detailing  the  result  of  this  investigation  has  not 

67 


G8  ARGUMENT   OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

been  employed  in  connection  with  the  Case  or  Counter- 
Case  of  the  United  States;  that  this  lieport  has  not  been 
published  by  that  Government;  and  that  the  United  States 
have  even  refused  to  furnish  this  Keport  to  the  Agent  for 
Great  Britain,  who  had  formally  applied  for  it. 

It  is  thus  apparent,  not  only  that  the  United  States  (as 
elsewhere  shown)  have  gradually  changed  their  position 
in  regard  to  rights  in  Behring  Sea,  but  that  they  have 
now  almost  entirely  ignored  the  previous  Eeports  and 
assertions  of  their  own  official  Kepresentatives  in  respect 
to  the  facts  bearing  upon  seal  life  and  its  conditions. 

Without  attaching  undue  importance  to  the  attack 
made  in  the  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
integrity  of  the  British  Commissioners,  it  >3  proposed  to 
show,  in  this  Appendix,  that,  without  important  exception, 
the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  British  Commissioners, 
during  their  investigations  in  1891,  stand  unaffected  by 
the  arguments  directed  against  them  in  the  Counter-Case 
of  the  United  States;  that  these  arguments,  both  in  fact 
and  form,  are  unfounded  and  erroneous;  and  that,  gener- 
ally, the  ci inclusions  of  the  Commissioners  have  been  sub- 
stantiated by  further  inquiries  and  investigations  conducted 
in  1892. 

The  subjoined  notes  take  the  form  of  brief  critical  state- 
ments directed  to  the  various  assertions  made  in  the  part  of 
the  Counter-Case  of  the  the  United  States  to  which  it 
relates,  and  follow  the  arrangement  and  order  in  which 
these  assertions  are  presented  in  it. 


79        [The  marginal  refereiicps  to  pages,  unless  otberwiae  specially  designated,  are 
throughout  to  the  pages  of  the  United  States  Counter-Case.] 

"First." 

"Matters  in  relation  to  which  the  Report  and 

THE  Case  of  the  United  States  materially  con- 
flict,   AND     CONCERNING    WHICH    PROPOSITIONS     OR 

Facts  are  alleged  in  the  Report  which  have 

NOT  been   considered   IN  THE   CASE  OF  THE  UNITED 

States." 


"Habits  of  the  Fur-seals." 

"1.  Distribution  of  Seals  in  Behring  Sea  and  the  suggested 
Intermingling  of  the  Pribyloff  and  Commander  Seal 
Herdsy 

Pages  48, 49.  This  chapter  commences  by  quoting  and  alluding  to  cer- 
tain passages  from  the  British  Commissioners'  Report, 
which  convey  only  one  side  of  the  discussion  of  facts  of 
which  they  form  a  part.  The  general  conclusion  reached 
by  the  British  Commissioners  as  the  result  of  the  whole 
discussion  are  not  quoted. 

Pages  40, 50.  The  Maps  relating  to  the  distribution  of  seals  (particu- 
larly Xos.  3  and  4),  presented  by  the  British  Commissioners, 
are  then  noticed  by  the  United  States,  and  it  is  contended 
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tliat  tliey  are  incorrect  and  not  justified  by  tbe  evidence 
adduced  in  support  of  tliem,  particularly  in  tlie  matter  of 
tJie  general  distribution  of  seals  in  Beliring  Sea  during  the 
summer  months. 

It  is  stated  by  the  United  States  that  the  Maps  must 
have  been  based  chiefly  upon  the  logs  of  the  various  men- 
of-war,  that  the  information  contained  in  these  logs  is 
insuflBcieut  to  bear  out  the  indications  of  the  Maps,  and 
that,  as  other  evidence  relied  upon  by  the  British  Commis- 
sioners is  not  particularly  specified  or  detailed,  it  "  should 
have  no  influence  on  the  Tribunal." 

It  is  then  assumed  that  the  only  data  were  those  derived    Pazesso.si. 
from  the  logs  of  cruizers,  and  those  of  the  British  cruizers 
are  reproduced  in  the  form  of  Charts  appended  to  the 
United  States  Counter- Case,  together  with  the  tracks  of 
United  States  cruizers  in  1892. 

In  reply  to  these  contentions,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
distribution  of  seals  in  Behring  Sea  in  1891,  as  shown  on 
the  British  Commissioners'  Maps,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  part  of  Behring  Sea  surrounding  the  Pribyloflt" 
I§lands,depended  chiefly  upon  the  logs  of  the  several 
80  cruizers,  but  an  inspection  of  the  tracks,  as  printed 
by  the  United  States,  will  show  that  the  cruizers  in 
most  cases  confined  their  operations  to  the  regions  sur- 
rounding the  Pribylofif  Islands. 

For  other  parts  of  the  sea,  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion had  to  be  employed.  The  British  Commissioners  refer 
to  those  other  sources  (including  their  own  voynges)  in  a 
general  way.  The  details  and  the  names  of  infornnmts  were 
not  specifically  given,  merely  in  order  to  curtail  the  length 
of  their  Report.  The  procedure  followed  in  this  case  Scopost,v.io(i. 
resembled  that  adopted  in  most  other  cases  by  both  the 
British  and  United  States  Commissioners. 

Information  obtained  in  1892,  and  set  forth  in  detail  in  ^  iwHsh  conn- 
the  British  Counter-Case,  however,  not  only  fully  confirms  ]!io;  a'^.Vll'J;,,,.,,: 
the  statements  made  by  the  British  Commissioners  as  to .;)^^,/°^-  "■  I'l"- 
the  intermingling  of  fur-seals  in  Behring  Sea,  and  as  to" 
their  distribution  in  that  sea;  but  are  also  such  as  to  sup- 
ply to  the  United  States  the  precise  data  which  they  appear 
to  require. 

"2.  The  alleged  promiscuous  nursing  of  Pups  hy  Female 

ISeals:^ 

On  this  subject,  the  United  States  deny  that  certain  evi-  i''>j^'>B3. 
deuce,  tending  to  sliow  that  female  seals  nurse  otlior  pups 
than  their  own,  is  "  annicicnt  to  establisli  the  facts  allegccl." 
But  the  liritish  Coniiiiissioners  in  their  Report  make  no 
definite  allegation  in  this  connection.  The  actual  evidence 
on  both  sides  is  given  by  the  Commissioners,  and  is  dis- 
cussed by  them. 

It  is  next  stated,  tliat  though  Messrs.  I^^lliott  and  I'>ryant 
are"tlie  two  most  proniincnt  authoiities  rcliiMl  on"  in  the 
British Comujissioncrs'  i;cport,tlieoj)inionsof  these  observ- 
ers are  not  accepted  on  thecpiestion  here  under  discussion. 

Bryantand  Elliott  are  often  rpioled  as  authorities,  because 
their  observations  are  those  which  enter  most  fully  into 
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Rnbieets  coTinected  with  seal  life,  and  have  been  fully  pub- 

Biitisii  Com-iished   ill    United  States  oflirial   lvei)orts.     Where  actual 

poTt^'parL.^Uy,  observations  are  stated,  doubt  is  seldom,  if  ever,  cast  on 

322.'  them;  but  when  deductions  are  drawn  from  observations, 

it  is   quite  fair  to  criticize  these,  even  where  the 

Page 53.         81        observer  may  1)6  perfectly  Unprejudiced.    The  data 

quoted  by  Bryant  and  Elliott  on  the  question  of  the 

snclvling  of  pups,  leave  their  conclusion  evidently  in  the 

position  of  a  not  proven  deduction  or  theory. 

The  further  coin]>laint  in  the  United  States  Counter- 
Case,  that  the  Ibitisli  Commissioners  quote  Elliott  as  to 
the  want  of  affection  of  female  seals  for  their  young,  while 
they  do  not  quote  remarks  contained  in  a  publication  by 
Sir  F.  McCoy,  is  pointless.  The  British  Commissioners 
quote  Elliott,  because  his  observations  agree  with  those 
made  by  themselves  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  They  state 
as  much. 
Page 55.  lu  the  British  Commissioners'  Report,  Mr.  C.  H.  Jackson, 

Government  Agent  in  charge  of  tlie  Seal  and  Guano  Islands 
of  Cape  Colony,  is  quoted  as  making  a  definite  assertion,  to 
the  effect  that  in  that  region — 

the  cow  [seal]  will  suckle  any  of  the  young  seals,  wlietber  her  own  or 
not. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  consequently  designated  in  the  United 
States  Counter-Case  as  a  "questionable  authority,"  and  it 
is  added  that — 

an  examination  of  the  Report  of  this  gentleman  fails  to  reveal  upon 
wLat  knowledge  he  bases  such  a  statement;  and  there  is  no  proof  that 
he  has  evor  seen  the  sealislaiidsof  Cape  Colony,  or  even  been  informed 
by  experienced  individuals  respecting  the  habits  of  the  fur-seals  found 
there. 

It  is  then  insisted  that  his  evidence  is  unworthy  of  con- 
sideration. Mr.  Jackson,  however,  actually  says  in  his 
Report : 

Pritisli  Coin-      J  have  availed  myself  of  information  kindly  furnished  by  the  best 
niissioiHvs'    Jlc-  practical  experts  in  the  Colonv. 
poit,  Aiipcnuix,   '  '■ 

^■pages5G,57.        An  attempt  is  here  made  in  the  United  States  Counter- 
Case,  to  show  that  the  British  Commissioners  attributed  a 
statement  on  the  same  subject  to  Sir  F.  McCoy,  which  was 
r.ritisi-  (;  o  Ml  -  not  made  by  him.     A  reference  to  the  Report  will  show  that 
pmT'p'alK32i.''"the  Brltish  Commissioners  merely  allude  to  the  statement 
and  cite  a  work  by  Sir  F.  McCoy,  in  which  it  is  contained. 
It  is  not  implied  tliat  the  statement  was  made  by  Sir  F. 
McCoy  personally,  but  the  fact  that  he  included  it  in  his 
work  may  probably  be  assumed  as  showing  that  he  believed 
in  its  inherent  credibility. 
Pa-c5o.         82  It  is  also  asserted,  in  concluding  this  subject,  that 

the  position  taken  by  the  United  States,  i.  e.,  that  a 
female  seal  will  suckle  no  pup  but  her  own,  is  supported 
by  "  ample  evidence."  This  evidence  is  referred  to  in  a 
foot-note. 
V'.uu'd  States  Mr.  Grcbultsky  is  among  the  authorities  thus  quoted, 
Appemiixrp^sGe'.  but  the  remark  made  by  him  is  only  incidental,  and  he 
advances  no  proof.  So  also  with  the  evidence  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  United  States  Case  which  is  here  referred 
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to.  This  consists  either  of  mere  assertion,  or,  when  proof 
is  endeavoured  to  be  advanced,  it  is  quite  inconclusive  in 
character. 

Observations  in  1892  show  that  young  seals  do  at  ^^ast^  Br^ish^Coun- 
occasionally  obtain  milk  from  other  mothers  than  their  own.  dix,  voi.'i,  p'/'ua- 

"3.  Period  at  Schick  the  Female  Seals  go  mto  the  Watery 

In  regard  to  this  subject,  as  in  the  case  of  the  last,  it  ^'^s*;^  ^^-^s- 
will  be  found  that  the  Eejtortof  the  British  Commissioners 
makes  no  definite  "  assertion,"  though  it  is  represented  as 
i-o  doing  in  the  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States;  Avliere 
it  is  also  stated  that  the  Keport  "practically  adopts  the 
opinion  of  Snegiloft",  the  native  foreman  on  the  liussian 
Islands,"  though  this  is  likewise  not  apparent  in  the  Eeport 
itself.  In  the  Keport  it  will,  in  fact,  be  found  that  all  the 
evidence  available,  together  with  the  personal  observations 
of  the  Commissioners,  has  been  collected  and  discussed 
impartially. 

The  general  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  British  Com- 
missioners is  to  the  eflect  that  the  female  seals  remain  some 
time  on  land  after  giving  birth;  that  when  they  begin  to 
return  to  the  sea  they  do  not  at  once  resume  their  feeding 
habits,  but  resort  to  the  waters  close  to  the  shores,  and  that 
probably  about  the  middle  of  September,  they  may  again 
begin  to  spend  a  considerable  portion  of  their  time  at  sea 
in  search  of  food. 

It  is  because  these  conclusions,  and  the  evidence  support- 
ing them,  are  found  to  be  adverse  to  a  new  position  since 
taken  in  the  Case  of  the  United  States,  that  it  appears  to 
b(;  considered  necessary  to  commit  the  British  Commis- 
sioners to  some   "assertion"   which  may   effectively  be 

attacked. 
83  The  evidence  obtained  from  the  natives  of  the    ^."1,  p%oti.  ^^' 

Pribylott"  and  Commander  Islands  is  rejected  by  the 
United  States  because  the  names  of  the  Commissioners' 
informants  are  not  detailed,  a  i)oint  dealt  with  elsewhere. 

Iiifornuition  regarding  the  feeding  habits  of  sealsobtaincd  „,i'lslI',K.',s'^X- 
from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Tokio  is  rejected,  and  stated  i'<'it,_  Appumiix. 
to  be  "based  on  no  actual  knowledge,"  though  he  si)ecially  ''■^°'' 
states  that  th<'  jiotes  prepared  by  liim  were  "based  on  an 
expei'ienced  authoritv." 

The  i)ublished  statements  of  Capt.  Bryant  as  to  the  ''''K'>^ ^8, 59. 
])('riod  during  which  the  females  remain  on  shore  alter  giv- 
ing l)irth  are  next  attacked,  and  it  is  endeavoured  to  show 
thai  dis(n<'paii(;ies  occur  in  liis  Beiiort;  while  the  fact  tliat 
tlu'  same  author  (a  (lovernment  ofllcial)  does  not  repeat  the 
statement  (»f  the  actual  ])eriod  during  which  the  females 
remain  ashore  after  giving  birth,  in  a  later  (;oinmunieation 
addressed  to  Professor  Allen,  is  said  to  show  that — 

Captain  Bryant  hail  publicly  diHcaided  tlic  opinion  used  l<y  the  L'oni- 
niissionerrt  to  maintain  their  poxition. 

And,  aseviflence  of  this,  refereiu'es  are  given  to  two  state- 
ments made  to  I'rolessor  Allen,  in  neither  of  which  does 
Captain   Bryant  say  anything  at  variance  witli   what  is 
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quoted  by  the  British  Commissioners.  He  does,  indeed, 
state  that — 

■'Aronojrraph  the  fenialos,  after  giving  birth  to  their  young,  temporarily  repair 
..f  Korth  Amori-  .^g.,in  to  the  water. 

V.386.  g^^^  j^Q^  fyp  ^jjg  purpose  of  feeding,  for  in  the  same  para- 

graph he  says  that,  after  impregnation — 

she  lies  either  sleeping  near  her  yonng,  or  spends  her  time  floating  or 
playing  in  the  water  near  the  shore,  returning  occasionally  to  suckle 
her  pnp. 

In  the  statement  next  referred  to,  only  a  part  of  what 
Captain  Bryant  wrote  is  quoted.  He  begins  the  sentence, 
thus  i^artially  given,  by  saying — 

Ibid.,  p.  382.  ^g  yQ,j  have  had  the  result  of  my  first  season's  observations  there 
[see  Hull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,vol.  ii,'l870,  pp.  89-108],  I  need  not  be  so 
diifuse  in  my  descriptions  as  would  be  otherwise  necessary,  and  you 
will  understand,  &c. 

And  it  is  from  the  Eeport  thus  referred  to  that  the  Com- 
missioners quote. 
unTert  state  ^^  It  will  be  remembered  that  certain  recent  affida- 

ca-s^,' Appemiix^  vits  made  by  Captain  Bryant  in  1 892  are  prominently 

^■"1 '  i'-  p-  3.  advanced  as  evidence  by  the  United  States. 

L  Tllt6fl     StutCS  -  ,  ,  *^ 

Counter  Case,     Havmg,  lu  the  manner  above  outlined,  treated  the  evi- 
Appendix,p.4i3.  f|ence,  observations,  and  general  conclusions  of  the  British 
Commissioners  on  this  subject,  the  United  States  Counter- 
Case  concludes  the  discussion  by  the  following  unwarranted 
statement: 

One  native  of  the  Commander  Islands  is,  therefore,  the  sole  authority 
for  the  statement  of  the  British  Commissioners. 

The  method  of  treatment  thus  adopted  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  combating  a  reasoned 
discussion  on  natural  facts,  is  resorted  to  in  many  other 
instances  in  their  Counter-Case.  But  it  is  impossible  to 
treat  all  these  in  any  detail  here.  The  attention  of  the 
Arbitrators  is  therefore  respectfully  called  to  a  comparison 
of  paras.  303-31G  of  the  British  Commissioners'  Keport, 
with  their  criticism  as  contained  on  pp.  57-60  of  the  Coun- 
ter-Case of  the  United  States. 
Post,  p.  125.  In    conclusion,  the    United    States    refer    to   evidence 

obtained  in  1802  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Townsend,  which  is  else- 
where   discussed,  and   to    observations    of  Mr.  Stanley- 
Brown.     It   may  here   be  mentioned,  however,  that   Mr. 
Townsend's  observations  as  to  the  condition  of  the  rooker- 
ies in  regard  to  the  number  of  females  ashore  at  a  certain 
date  in  1892,  does  not  show  that  the  observations  of  the 
British  Commissioners  at  the  same  date  in  1891  were  erro- 
neous.   Neither  is  Mr.  Stanley-Brown's  statement,  that  the 
females  stay  on  land  fourteen  to  .seventeen  days  after  the 
birth  of  the  young,  in  conflict  with  any  statement  made 
BritisTi  Com-bytlie  British  Conmiissioners;  but  the  assumption  must 
poTi.Tra8.3oc,'not  bc  made  that  when  the  females  begin  to  seek  the 
308,309,313.        watcr  this  is  equivalent  to  their  going  to  sea  in  search  of 
food. 

"4.  Aquatic  Coition." 

Pages, 60, 61.  Evldciice  quotcd  by  the  British  Commissioners  from 
published  Eeports  of  the  United  States,  on  the  authority 
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of  Captain  Bryant  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Dall,  on  the  subjecfc  of 
aquatic  coition,  are  next  combated  by  drawing  attention 

to  dei)Ositions  made  in  1892,  in  ^Yllich  tliese  witnesses      ^'^^^  ^'^'^^' 
85         deny  or  endeavour  to  minimize  the  force  of  their  pre- 
vious statements.     Captain  Bryant  is  as  definite  in 
his  former  Eeports  respecting  the  occurrence  of  coition  at 
sea  and  its  frequency  as  it  is  possible  for  language  to  be. 
He  repeats  these  statements  in  three  separate  Eeports,  ^ ^«'<'  British 
dating  fiom  1809  to  IbbO,  to  winch  references  are  given  inKeport,pp.52,53. 
detail  in  the  Eeport  of  the  British  Commissioners.     He 
says,  for  instance: 

By  taking  a  canoe  and  going  a  little  off  shore  considerable  numbers  "Monograph 
may  be  seen  pairing,  and  readily  approached  so  near  as  to  be  fully  "*  ^"1^^  A"\*^^'' 
obfifirvPfl  i'  "'  -^      i  i  J  can   rniiiipeds," 

ooserveci.  pp.  405,  406. 

Dr.  Dall  is  almost  equally  precise,  writing — 

They  [the  females]  sleep  in  the  water,  lying  on  their  sides,  with  the  Bull .  Mus  . 
two  flippers   (of  the  upper  side!  out  of  the  water,  and  receive  the  ^""J?' '^""'•y^i- 

,        .'  '   ,        "-  .  '.  '  -'  '  11,   No.  1,  p.  100. 

males  in  the  same  position,  gee  also  "  Alas- 

If  these  gentlemen  have  been  in  the  wrong  in  regard  to  sources, '.'^  494? 
opinions  thus  stated  in  scientific  treatises,  which  are  now 
denied  in  afiidavits  lately  obtained  from  them,  can  it  be 
assumed  that  the  statements  made  in  these  affidavits  are 
correct? 

On  these  pages  ot  the  United  States  Counter-Case,  vari-    rages  63, 64. 
ous  arguments  are  advanced  for  the  puri)Ose  of  endeavour- 
ing to  show  that  coition  at  sea  cannot  occur.     These  can  be    British  cimn 
shown  in  detail  to  be  erroneous,  and  to  be  based  on  mis- dices'!'^'''    ^'"" 
concei)tions  or  on  facts  imperfectly  stated;  but  as  further    Pago 63. 
and  wholly  conclusive  evidence,  obtained  since  the  comi)le-    British  coin- 
tion  of  the  Beport  of  the  British  Commissioners,  is  availa-(Hx,voM,pp.'KJ9, 
blc  in  the  British  Counter-Case  to  prove  that  coition  at  sea  ^^^- . 
is  often  observed,  it  is  not  considered  useful  to  follow  fur- ]25,'"2V.^"^''^^'' 
ther  the  hypothetical  statements  and  attempts  at  destruc-    ibid  ,  voi.  ii, 
tive  criticism  of  that  Beport,  which  are  resorted  to  on  tbePP-^^-^*- 
part  of  the  United  States. 

"Management  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  as  the 
alleged  cause  of  the  decrease  of  the  alas- 
KAN Seal  Herd." 

It  is  here  stated  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case  that —    rage  65. 

the  British  Commissioners,  at  several  places  in  their  Report,  admit 
that  tlie  RogiilatiouH  in  force,  and  the  methods  employed  in  taking 
seals  on  the  Pribyloflf  Islands,  are  the  best  that  could  have  been 
adopted,  &c. 

80  It  is  then  argued  that,  as  the  methods  were  good,    lagocs 

it  is  only  to  the  manner  of  the  execution  that  the 
criticisms  of  tlie  British  (Commissioners  a]»ply;  and  on  the 
further  assuiiii)tion,  that  both  Avere  ])cri<'ct  dining  the 
Bussian  rt'gimc,  Miat  tlie  inj-ri-ascd  iinnual  killing  of  seals 
during  the  United  States  control  is  Die  only  remaining  point 
of  criticism  to  be  nu't,  by  the  United  States. 

But   this   iipparently   simple   method    of  reducing   the    uritish  Com- 
points  in   dispnte  to  a  siiigh^  item  docs  not,  in  fact,  acc(»r(l  J"Irr'''pa,'a8.  o«o- 
with  the  statements  made   in  the  Bcjxut  of  the   P»iilish  o<i-,  46. 
Commissioners.     The  Beport  does  not,  as  here  stated  by 
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tlie  United  States,  aflirm  the  excellence  of  the  principles 
of  niiinagenient  without  qualification. 

Without,  however,  in  this  place  enterinj?  into  a  general 
discussion  of  this  matter,  it  is  proposed  to  follow  the 
special  and  limited  line  of  criticism  adopted  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

The  United  States  then  proceed  to  insist  that  attention 
as  to  any  decrease  of  seals  should  be  confined  to  the  first 
decade  of  the  lease  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
before  pelagic  sealing  became  important,  because  the  Brit 
ish  Commissioners  admit  that  in  later  years  there  were 
concurrent  causes  tending  toward  decrease.  The  ai'gu- 
ment  would,  however,  invalidate  all  the  United  States 
arguments  directed  against  pelagic  sealing,  and  the  con- 
clusions in  respect  to  such  sealing  at  wliicli  they  arrive. 

United  states  Morcovcr,  the  United  States  in  their  Case  have  held  that 
Case, pp.  172-174.  j^^  t]jese  rcccut  years  the  decrease  was  observed  in  females 
only,  and  that  these  have  been  killed  at  sea.  They  have 
endeavoured  to  prove  this  at  length,  and  cannot  now  com- 
I)lain  if  evidence  showing  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
males  is  adduced  on  the  same  subject  for  the  same  period, 
i.  e.,  the  second  decade  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's 
lease. 

Pagece.  It  is  here,  however,  admitted  by  the  United  States  that, 

under  certain  conditions,  matters  relating  to  the  islands, 
even  after  pelagic  sealing  became  important,  may  be  rele- 
vant to  the  discussion.     The  conditions  are  stated  to  be: 

Thattliere  was  a  sufficient  increase  in  the  number  of  seals  killed  on 
the  islands,  or  sufficient  changes  in  the  methods  employed  in  talcing 
the  quota,  to  materially  affect  and  deplete  the  seal  herd,  even  without 
the  introduction  of  pelagic  sealing. 

Page  66.         ^^  They  then  admit  that  some  time  after  pelagic  seal- 

ing began — 

the  number  alloiced  hy  the  lease  to  be  killed  was  more  than  the  reduced 
herd  could  properly  endure;  but  they  assert  that  ani/  evil  effects  result- 
ing from  the  management  of  the  islands  is  directly  chargeable  to  the 
conditions  establislied  by  pelagic  sealing. 

United  states     This  remarkable  admission  stands  broadly  in   contra- 
caae.p.ioj.        diction  to  the  statement  elsewhere  made,  that— 

this  number  is  variable  and  entirely  within  the  control  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  of  the  United  States. 

In  other  words,  the  preservation  of  the  seals  as  a  whole 
was  not  the  object  of  the  management  of  the  islands,  the 
ruling  factor  being  the  annual  take  of  a  large  number  of 
seals,  whatever  the  effect. 

But  passing  over  for  the  moment  these  aspects  of  the 
case,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  British  Commissioners 
in  their  Report  i)ractically  comply  with  the  conditions 
insisted  on  by  the  United  States.  They,  in  fact,  show  that 
the  methods  as  well  as  the  actual  number  of  seals  taken  on 
the  islands  were  such  as  to  be  injurious  to  seal  life  as  a 
whole.  Their  treatment  of  the  whole  subject  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  is  practically  directed  to 
these  points. 
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It  is  next  stated  by  the  United  States  that  not  till  1889 
did  the — 

decrease  in  the  birth-rate  of  the  seal  herd  ....  become  suffi- 
ciently evident  amonii'  the  male  portion  of  the  herd  to  seriously  attract 
the  notice  of,  and  alarm,  the  Government  Agents  on  the  islands. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  say  what  precise  amount 
of  decrease  would  be  such  as  to  "attract  tlie  notice"  of  a 
Government  ^<ient,  or  whether  these  Agents  were  more 
easily  "alarmed"  in  this  respect  in  the  last  year  of  the  lease 
of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  tlian  they  had  been 
formerly.  1  he  Company  was  in  fact  about  to  make  a  new 
tender  for  a  second  lease  of  the  islands.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  inquire  into  this  subject  too  minutely,  for  the  United 
States  have  in  their  Case  adduced  evidence,  and  asserted  11,;^.,  pp.  165, 
on  the  authority  of  that  evidence,  that  the  decrease  of  seals  i"*' 
became  perceptible  as  early  as  1884;  while  the  British  Com-    liritisu  com- 

•      •  1  1-11  J.1      ^   Ai        1  missiouer's   Ee- 

missioners  have  conclusively  shown  that  the  decrease  was  port, paras.  57,58. 

almostcontinuous  from  the  earlier  years  of  the  United 
88        States  control  of  the  islands,  and  had  become  such    p.,„g  gg 
as  to  be  seriously  felt,  at  least  as  early  as  1879. 
It  is  here  stated  by  the  United  States  that  in  1889 —  r 'ge  e?. 

for  the  first  time  the  weight  of  skins  fell  below  the  average  for  for- 
mer years. 

If,  by  this  statement,  it  is  meant  merely  to  affirm  that 
tlie  weight  (this  being  equivalent  to  the  size)  of  skins  was 
lower  than  the  general  average  weight  of  the  preceding 
nineteen  years,  it  is  correct;  but  if  it  is  intended  to  meau 
that  this  was  the  first  year  in  which  the  weight  of  skins 
was  lower  than  in  preceding  years  considered  se])arately, 
it  is  untrue.      Evidence  quoted  in  the  British  Commission-  „  ?^'"i"^^i  9'?,'"" 
ers'  Keport  shows  concdusively  that  the  decreasing  weight  port,  par.i.  goo. 
of  skins  was  fully  acknowledged  on  the  islands  at  least  as 
early  as  1883,  and  evidence  since  obtained,  and  given  in    British  coun- 
the  British  Counter-Case,  shows  that  smaller  and  smaller  t''':S;;>':';  p.-  -:'"> 
skins  were  almost  each  year  taken  since  IbiS.  thatpaye. 

It  is  here  stated,  that  notwithstamling  the  reduced  num- 
ber of  seals  taken  in  1890  and  in  1891  (under  the  modus 
virendi  of  that  year) — 

the  herd  continued  to  become  nmro  and  more  depleted,  and  in  18i)2  a 
decrease  apjxars  over  18!)!,  though  the  cousensuN  of  opinion  of  those 
on  the  islands  Ih,  tliat  in  the  last  year  the  male  seals  have  increased 
to  a  limited  extent. 

These  remarks  are  doubtless  intended  to  apply  to  ^("<^^^ c,^,'i"u^-^c'nso 
seen  ui)on  the  Piibylolf  Islands  (nily,  and  do  not  take  info  Ai.Mn.ii.x, vol. n! 
account  obseivations  on  al)nndan('e  of  seals  ma<le  at  sea. ''''I'irmHh  Com- 
But  even  limiting  the  view  tf»  the  isiamls,  the  con<lusions"''''»'<'<'«T"'Jio- 
above  state<l  are  directly  opjuised  to  those  resnlting  from 
the  directions  upon  the  islands  of  the  British  Commission- 
ers in  I.S91  and  to  those  of  the  British  Agent  in  1892. 

The  British  Commissioners  say:  British  Com. 

All  the  evidence  collected  indicates,  that  they  ftlie  roolicries]  were,  V^n,  pani.oi. 
in  1891,  in  at  least  as  good  condition  as  they  were  in  the  pre<eding 
year; 

while  as  to  1892  the  British  Agent  says:  uritisii  cotm. 

Tlierrmkery-  and  iiauling-grounds  themselves  exhibited  unmistaka-    '^'  ^"  '  '••*■  **  ' 
ble  evidence  that  the  number  of  seals  was  greater  in  18't2  than  iu  18l»l, 
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Ibid.,  p.  152.  and  adds  tliat  during  the  whole  time  he  was  on  the 

8^        islands  he  never  heard  any  one  say  that  there  were 
"^  fewer  seals  in  1892  than  in  1891.     Evidence  as  to 

TT„u„H  «f  4    increase  in  the  number  of  seals  is  given  at  leucth  in  his 
Comiier-Ca.sc,  Kcport.     Mr.  J.  btanley-Browu,  on  whose  testimony  alone 
Apimuiix,p.385.  the  Statement  is  made  that  ''in  1892  a  decrease  appears 
over  1891,"  simply  states  that  there  was  a  "perceptible 
Ibid.,  p.  393.    falhng  off"  of  the  females,  but  offers  no  proof.    Mr.  Town- 
send,  who  visited  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in  1885  and  1891, 
and  made  "  frequent  observations  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  rookeries,"  again  visited  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in  1892 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  seal  life.     He  makes  no  state- 
ment in  his  Eeport  as  to  the  comparative  number  of  seals 
on  the  rookeries  in  1891  and  1892. 
Page  68.  Though,  as  above  stated,  maintaining  that  all  reference 

to  the  management  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  subsequent  to 
the  introduction  of  pelagic  sealing  are  irrelevant,  the 
United  States  Counter-Case  here  atifirms  that  the  Eeport 
of  the  British  Commissioners  "fails  to  establish  a  single 
instance  where  the  management  of  the  islands  or  the 
methods  employed  thereon  have  been  changed  since  1880 
from  the  'appropriate  and  even  perfect'  system  adopted 
in  1870,"  «&c. 
TiiN^Vners^R™ "  ^^^^^^  the  Britlsli  Commissioners,  in  their  Eeport,  do  not 
port,  para.s.  '57,  treat  the  years  here  referred  to  as  a  separate  period,  they 
et*;!;f '  ^^^'  ^^^-  ^^^^  that  the  methods  employed  on  the  islands,  from  the 
first,  and  including  these  years,  were  injurious,  and  caused, 
in  the  main,  a  general  diminution  in  the  number  of  seals 
resorting  to  the  islands.  They  show,  in  particular,  that  in 
these  years  the  standard  weight  of  skins  was  deliberately 
reduced  in  order  to  permit  younger  and  yet  younger  seals 
to  be  killed,  and  that  the  injurious  effects  of  driving  became 
yearly  intensified. 

The  words  quoted  from  the  British  Commissioners'  Eeport 
in  the  above  extract  from  the  United  States  Counter-Case, 
moreover,  entirely  misrepresent  the  meaning  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  separated  from  their  context.  In  the  Com- 
missioners'  Eeport  the  sentence  from  which  they  are  taken 
reads  as  follows : 

Ibid.,  para  662.  In  short,  from  a  transcendental  point  of  view,  the  methods  proposed 
were  appropriate  and  even  perfect,  but  in  practical  execution,  and  as 
judged  by  the  result  of  a  series  of  years,  they  proved  to  be  faulty  and 
injurious. 

Eeverting  to   the  reiterated    contention   of  the 
90        United  States,  that  all  references  to  the  condition  of 
^''se  68.  the  Pribyloff"  Islands  after  the  introduction  of  pelagic 

sealing  are  irrelevant;— this  is  in  no  way  admitted.  The 
Commissioners  were  to  inquire  into  all  the  causes  affect- 
ing seal  life  and  leading  up  to  the  present  conditions,  which 
are  in  the  paragraph  here  referred  to  spoken  of  as  depletion 
of  the  Pribyloff  rookeries.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to 
omit  from  consideration  the  influence  of  killing  andmethods 
on  the  islands  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  More- 
over, the  methods  adopted  on  the  islands  should  have  been 
such  as  to  provide  for  causes  of  decrease  generally,  when 
these  should  occur.  If  there  had  been  no  pelagic  sealing, 
bad  seasons  or  other  natural  causes  might  equally  have 
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brought  about  a  decrease  similar  to  that  which  is  alleged 
by  the  Uuited  States  to  have  resulted  from  pelagic  sealing. 
The  facts  show  that  iu  this  event  provisions  would  have 
been  equally  wanting  to  meet  such  a  case.  Therefore,  the 
methods  of  control  and  managemeutupon  the  islands  were 
clearly  imperfect  and  unfitted  to  meet  contingencies. 

The  statement  made  on  this  page  of  the  United  States    Page  69. 
Counter-Case,  tLat  the  killing  of  100,000  young  males  annu- 
ally could  only  have  been  injurious  by  leaving  an  insufli- 
cieucy  of  males  to  fertilize  the  females,  is  incorrect;  neither    see  British 
is  the  excessive  killing  alone  referred  to  by  the  British  ReportfplTras^gs 
Commissioners  for  proof  of  bad  management  on  the  islands.  «'»«?•.  674-693, 
The  attemjit  made  to  narrow  down  the  issue  to  this  one 
point  in  one  of  its  aspects  is  thus  again  entirely  misleading. 

Special  attention  is  then  paid,  and  at  some  length,  to 
endeavour  to  weaken  the  force  of  a  statement,  made  by 
Captain  Bryant  iu  an  official  Report,  as  to  excessive  kill- 
ing on  the  islands  iu  1875,  which  is  quoted  by  the  British 
Commissioners. 

As  is  stated  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case  on  this 
page  that : 

The  reasous  for  his  [Bryant's]  Report  of  1875  are  clearly  shown  by 
an  examination  of  his  testimonj'  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  iu  1876. 

In  reply  to  the  question — 

Your  opinion,  then,  is  that  the  number  of  100,000  on  the  two  islands,  ^  jj^  44th 
authorized  by  law,  can  be  regularly  taken  without  dimiuishiug  the  Cong.,  1st  Sess., 
crop  or  number  of  seals  coming  to  the  island? —  Ktport   No.  623, 

^  "  p.  99. 

Mr.  Bryant  replied : 

91  I  don't  feel  quite  sure  of  that,  as  will  be  seen  in  my  detailed     Page  69. 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  included  in  the  evi- 
dence which  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee.  There  were  indica- 
tions of  diminution  in  the  number  of  nuile  seals.  I  gave  that  and 
auother  reason,  which  I  explained  at  large  in  that  Report. 

The  other  reason  then  follows,  and  is  that  quoted  in  the^,H.^  R^^  44^th 
United  States  (Jounter-Case.    That  thin  other  reason  was  Kx.^hu.  xo.sai 
considered  by  Captain  Bryant  to  have  been  of  slight  ini- pf-^'*^-^"' 
portance,  is  very  evident  when  his  Beport  is  referred  to. 
After  writing  of  the  frequency  with  which  the  hauling- 
grounds  are  driven  from,  he  says: 

TliuH,  it  will  be  seen  the  method  of  kilUtiti  does  not  admit  of  the  set- 
ting ajiait  r)f'  a  8]ic(;ial  iiuinbcr  and  taking  the  remainder  lor  tlie  quota 
for  the  market,  and  tiie  only  possibb!  way  to  i>rcscrvo  tlio  rcfjnisilo 
nurnlier  tor  l)reediiig  jmriioscH  is  to  refilrid-  tlie  iiumlicr  to  be  killed  so 
far  within  the  i)rothu:t  as  tt»  insure  enough  escaping  for  this  object. 

Immediately  following  this  comes  the  passage  quoted  iu 
the  Jicjjort  of  the  liritish  Commissioners  (para.  (»7.S). 
Bryant  then  trciits  at  some  length  of  tlie  great  number  of 
seals  that  by  natural  causes  lose  their  liv(^s  wliih'  they  are 
absent  fioin  the  islands,  and  conclndes  his  remarks  on  this 
subject  in  tiiese  words: 

One  other  caime  slionld  be  stated  that  has  directly  contrilmtcd  to 
diminishing  tlie  jiresent  stock  of  l>rei  ding  males.  During  the  season 
of  IHtix,  before  tlm  enactment  of  the  ]>n>liibitory  law,  tlie  several 
parties  sealing  tliero  took  210.000  seals  monthly  [t  mostly]  of  tlio 
products  of  the  years  ISflG  and  18(17.  'i  hcKc  would  lnive  malnrcd  and 
been  added  to  the  present  stock  of  breeding  males  iu  the  years  1872 
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and  1873,  and  to  this  a  part  of  the  prospective  deficiency  is  to  be 
attributed. 

These  are  Captain  Bryant's  "reasons  for  his  Eeport  of 
1875,"  and  nothing  further  is  necessary  to  show  that,  while 
there  may  have  been  other  causes  that  contributed  to  the 
scarcity  of  breeding  males,  he  evidently  considered  the  one 
quoted  by  the  British  Commissioners  to  be  that  to  which 
tlie  diminution  in  this  class  of  seals  was  to  be  principally 
attributed. 

Page  71.  A  discussion  is  begun  on  this  page  of  the  United  States 

Counter  Case  of  statements  in  the  British  Commissioners' 
Keport  respecting  decrease  between  1870  and  1880.  It 
is,  however,  again  insisted  that  the  number  killed  on  the 
islands  is  irrelevant,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
92        this  caused  decrease.    It  is  from  this  very  aspect  that 

Page  71.  the  matter  is  considered   in   the  British  Commis- 

sioners' Report. 

Page 72.  Complaint  is  made  of  the  alleged  "unfairness"  of  the 

comparison  of  the  annual  number  of  skins  taken  during 
the  Eussian  period  with  the  100,000  quota  of  the  United 
States.  This  "unfairness"  appears  to  be  that  referred  to 
in  the  subjoined  quotation  fi'om  this  part  of  the  United 
States  Counter-Case,  in  which  it  is  said: 

The  desire  is  to  suggest  the  inference  that  the  killing  of  50,000  was 
excessive. 

Britisii  c  om  The  Commissiouers  were,  however,  in  the  paragraphs  of 
port, paras! 39^T.  their  Report,  here  specially  referred  to,  concerned  in  giving 
a  historical  resum6  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
killing,  and  the  number  killed.  Further  information  on 
the  same  subject  will  be  found  in  the  British  Commis- 
sioners' Report,  paras.  659-703.     In  para.  664  they  state: 

From  the  experience  thus  recorded,  it  appears  to  he  very  clearly 
shown  that  in  the  average  of  years  the  killing  of  40,000  to  .50,000  seals 
on  St.  Paul  was  more  than  this — the  principal  seal-bearing  island — 
could  stand,  while  that  practised  during  the  later  years  of  the  Russian 
control  scarcely  fell  short  of  the  figure  at  which  all  continued  increase 
in  number  of  seals  would  cease. 

From  this  conclusion,  based  on  all  the  facts,  they  go  on 
to  discuss  the  greatly  increased  killing  afterwards  prac- 
tised under  the  United  States  control.  The  years  of  great 
scarcity  on  the  islands  are  not  included  in  making  the  above 
comi)arison. 

Allen,  doubtless  on  Bryant's  authority,  states  that  in 
1857  the— 

^  Allen,  "Mono-  vookeries  are  said  to  have  become  very  nearly  as  large  as  now  [viz., 
American  Piuni'-  *^^  early  years  of  the  United  States  control  of  which  he  wrote],  the 
peds,"p.  379.       natives  believing,  however,  that  there  has  been  since  the  last-men- 
tioned date  a  very  gxadual,  but  steady,  increase. 

British  Com-     There  can,  therefore,  be  no  possible  objection  raised  to 
porf,'par"'6G3.^'tlie  comparisou  of  the  years  1857  to  1867  (under  Russian 
See  aiao  para,  coutrol)  with  thosc  of  the  followiiig  ycars  under  United 
^"ibid.,  p.  132,  states  control.    The  British  Commissioners  give  the  figures 
and  paras.  770-  for  thcsc  ycars  as  accurately  as  possible,  and  the  authori- 
ties for  the  figures  given  are  quoted  by  them.    There 
Page  72.  g^        remain,  unfortunately,  among  these  years,  1863, 1864, 

1865,  and  1866,  for  which  the  figures  are  somewhat 
micertaiu. 


ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 


79 


On  this  page  of  tlie  Uuited  States  Counter-Case,  extracts    '^"^fj^ 


United   States 


pp. 


^„  ^^ —  x'"»- — '-        -r.  •  1  unitea   states 

and  disconnected  fragments  Irom  Eussian  correspondence  counter -case, 
relating  to  the  ishitids  are  referred  to,  apparently  for  the  f9]j'|'j^'^;_'^''  "" 
purpose  of  indicating  that  a  high  rate  of  killing  was  main- 
tained under  the  Eussian  regime  from  1860  to  1806.  An 
examination  of  these  communications  (imperfect  as  they 
are)  shows,  however,  that  they  merely  include  requests  or 
instructions  from  the  Board  of  Management  or  the  Chief 
Manager  for  the  killing  of  certain  numbers  of  seals  for 
skins.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  these  projects  for 
killing  were  carried  out.  In  fact,  in  one  case,  in  1860,  the 
Chief  Manager,  though  instructed  to  get  50,000  to  60,000 
skins,  expresses  his  doubt  of  being  able  to  do  so,  owing  to 
certain  unfavourable  conditions  in  1859. 

Of  the  years  mentioned  in  this  correspondence,  for  which 
the  number  killed  on  the  islands  has  been  ascertained,  the 
following  comparison  may  be  made: 


Year. 


1860 
1K61 
1862 


Number  asted  to  be 
taken  (Russian  Cor- 
respoudeiice). 


50,000  or  60,000 

47,940 

Permitted  at  first, 

80,000; 

reduced  bv  order  to 

48,000. 


Number  taken 

(British 
Cnmiiiissionera' 
Keport,  p.  132). 


21.  590 
29.  699 
34,294 


For  the  remaining  years  to  1866,  the  numbers  requested 
or  ordered  to  be  killed  was  as  follows: 

1863 80,  000 

1864 70.000 

1865  (by  Boar<l ) 53,  000 

"    (bv  Manngtr) 48,  (lOO 

1866..." 50,000 

The  approximate  numbers  actually  killed,  and  shown  in  „  British  com- 
the  second  colnmn,  as  asc^ertamed  ironi  the  best  avaiiauleport,  p.i32. 
data,  are,  however,  in  these  years  much  lower. 

It  is  not  to  be  suitposed  tiiat  in  thus  failing  to  carry  out    KiUott.  Census 
the  instructions  as   to  killing,  the   ])ersons  on  the  ,,,,'7,;,  77. 
94        jshinds  were  unable  to  obtain  enough  seals.     The 

diHiculty  arose  chielly,  if  not  entirely,  from  the  time    i-aaoTS. 
consumed  and  the  amount  of  lal)our  involve(l  in  curing  a 
large  jjropoi  tion  of  the  skins  by  drying,  as  was  then  cus- 
tomary. 

The  si)(!cial  ciicunistances  connected  with  the  excessive,  r-ritish  c<>in- 
number  taken  in  186/  (<;),000)  are  explained  in  the  Keport  |„„t,  paras,  sot, 
of  the  r»ritish  Commissioners.  "'■'■ 

Tiie  Jiritish  Commissioners  areon  tliis  i)ageof  the  TTnited  i'iiko74. 
States  Counter-Case  charged  with  a  flagrant  violation  of 
their  instructions  as  to  impartiality,  becau.se  they  do  not 
(juote  the  whole  of  a  paragraph  by  lOlliott  referring  to  the 
jiroportion  of  bulls  to  females.  The  ]»artof  the  ])aragra|)h 
(juoted,  however,  gives  Elliott's  geiu'ial  conclusions.  It 
would  not  hiive  been  j)ertinent  to  the  point  under  considera- 
tion to  f|Uote  the  exceptional  cases  also  mentioned  by  him. 
lie  notes  both  much  lar;;er  and  much  smaller  numbers  of 
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females  to  a  bull  tlian  the  average.  In  correcting  the 
"omission"  of  the  Commissioners,  the  United  States  quote 
only  that  part  of  the  additional  matter  which  refers  to  the 
exceptional  cases  of  very  large  numbers  of  females. 

Moreover,  the  statement  that  Mr.  Elliott's  estimate  was 
not  entirely  satisfactory  to  himself,  appears  from  the  first 
j)art  of  the  quotation  given  by  the  British  Commissioners, 
as  to  the  difficulty  he  found  in  making  an  estimate.  The 
entire  passage  is  here  cited,  the  italicized  parts  being  those 
quoted  by  the  British  Commissioners.  The  words  in 
brackets  are  those  which  are  omitted  from  the  quotation  as 
given  in  the  United  States  Counter  Case: 

Elliott,  United  I  found  it  an  excctd'mgly  difficult  matter  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  a  fait 
states  Census  general  average  mimber  of  cows  to  each  bull  on  the  rookery;  but  afterpro- 
Koport,  p.  36.  traded  study,  I  think  it  will  be  nearly  correct  ivhen  I  assign  to  each  male 
a  general  ratio  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  females  at  the  stations  nearest  the 
water;  and  for  those  back  in  order  from  that  line  to  the  rear,  from  five  to 
twelve;  [but  there  are  so  many  exceptional  cases,]  so  many  instances 
where  forty-five  and  fifty  females  are  all  under  the  charge  of  one  male ; 
[and  then,  again,  where  there  are  two  or  three  females  only,  that  this 
question  was,  and  is,  not  entirely  satisfactory  in  its  settlement  to  my 
mind]. 

It  is  next  alleged,  that  the  Report  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners— 

fails  to  give  any  testimony  to  show  how  many  females  constituted  a 
harem  in  1891,  &c. 

Page  74.         95  It  will  bc  fouud,  however,  that  the  Commissioners 

mSion«-8^  R™-  give  a  statement  of  this  kind  in  the  very  paragraph 

port.  para.  55.     following  that  to  whicli  reference  is  here  made  by  the  United 

te^cai?Api>en  Statcs.     Further  evidence  of  the  same  kind,  for  1892,  is  con- 

dix,  voi.'i,  p.  140.  tained  in  Mr.  Macoun's  Report. 

Page  75.  It  is  here  stated,  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case,  in 

connection  with  the  alleged  ''surplus  of  virile  males,"  that 

a  photograph,  by  Mr.  Stanley-Brown  (which  is  reproduced 

in  the  Appendix  to  the  Counter-Case),  shows  a — 

number  of  vigorous  bulls  located  on  the  breeding-grounds  unable  to 
obtain  consorts. 

An  inspection  of  the  photograph  referred  to  will  show 
how  insufficient  the  evidence  it  affords  is.  It  shows  a  few 
bulls  hauled  out  at  the  back  of  the  breeding- ground,  but 
with  them  are  some  smaller  seals,  which  may  or  may  not 
be  females. 

Mr.  Macoun,  in  fact,  states  that  at  I^Torth-east  Point  (a 
part  of  which  is  shown  by  Mr.  Stanley-Brown's  photograph) 
there  were,  in  his  opinion,  more  old  bulls  than  on  all  tlie 
other  rookeries  combined,  but  that  even  there  the  number 
was  not  great,  and  many  of  those  characterized  by  Mr. 
Stanley-Brown  as  "old  bulls" — 

British    Coun-  showed  the  ''grey  wig,"  which  proved  them  to  benotyet  fully  grown, 
ter-Case,  Appen-  while  others  were,  without  doubt,  worn-out  old  bulls,  no  longer  fit  for 
uo'iJi"''  ''    ^''''  service.     That  the  majority  of  tliom  were  in  this  condition  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  though  attempts  at  servife  by  "  grey  wigs"  were  not 
infrequent,  I  never  saw  one  of  these  old  bulls  pay  the  slightest  atten- 
tion to  any  females  that  might  pass  near  them. 

United  States  Profcs.sor  Evermanii's  couut  of  part  of  oue  of  the  smallest 
ApTeuaix?^pp'.  rookeries  is  further  referred  to  to  show  an  abundance  of 
261, 205.   '         bulls,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  females. 
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But  tlie  reference  here  made  to  Professor  Everma tin's 
evulenee  is  uiisleading".  This  gentleman  counted  the  seals 
on  two  parts  of  Lukaniion  rookery.  His  tirst  count  of  a 
small  arra  (deducting  two  bulls  without  pups  near  them) 
gives  an  average  of  over  nineteen  females  to  each  bull. 
(This  is  ai  rived  at  by  taking  each  pup  as  representing  a 
female.) 

96  A  second  count  of  a  la!  ger  area  of  the  same  rook-    Pagers, 
ery  shows  an  average  of  forty  females  to  each  bull 

(deduced  as  above).  He  maintains  that  many  of  the  i)ups 
here  did  not  belong  to  the  bulls,  but  why  he  should  liave 
chosen  part  of  the  rookery  with  an  excess  of  pups  is  not 
explained.  He  further  adds  that  many  cows  and  pups  were 
not  counted^  because  they  "did  not  seem  to  belong  to  any 
particular  family." 

Thus,  the  statement  made  in  the  United  States  Counter- 
Case,  that  Evermann's  count  showed  an  average  of  tifteen 
females  to  each  bull,  is  incorrect,  and  Evermann's  state- 
ments are  themselves  inaccurate  by  reason  of  his  omission 
to  count  the  whole  of  the  females  and  pups  actually  seen 
by  him. 

On  a  later  page.  Professor  Evermann  says  that  cows  were  united  states 
more  abundant  in  proportion  to  bulls  on  Ketavie  rookery  ^"|pgjj'^'i;^^p*^^; 
than  on  Lukannon. 

A  count  made  by  the  same  gentleman  at  Little  East    iMd., p. 273. 
rookery,  St.  George  Island,   again  gives  an   average  of 
about  forty  cows  to  each  bull. 

The  British  Commissioners  having  quoted  in  their  Report 
certain  statements  made  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott,  which  throw 
important  light  on  the  effect  of  the  excessive  killing  of 
male  seals  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  a  reference  to  these 
statements  is  made  in  the  following  terms  on  this  page  of 
the  United  States  Counter-Case: 

The  Commissioners  also  rely  on  a  newspaper  extract,  wbich  jmrports 
to  be  a  Bunimary  of  a  Report  made  by  Mr.  Henry  W.  Elliott  in  1890  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tr)  establish  certain  alleged  facts. 

The  circumstances  respecting  Mr.  Elliott's  specially- 
autliorized  investigations  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in 
1800,  the  fact  that  liis  Kei)ort  of  these  investigations  has 
not  been  nuidc  public  by  the  United  States  Government, 
and  the  fuither  fa(;t  that  it  has  actually  been  refused  to  fur- 
nish it  to  the  Agent  for  Great  Britain,  have  already  been 
alluded  to.  It  would  api»ear  that  when  i\Ii'.  lOlliott  Ibund  that 
the  United  States  (Joxcrnment  did  not  intend  to  jiublish 
his  Report,  he  communicalcd  to  the  i»ress,  over  his  signa- 
ture, a  summary  of  his  conclnsions,  being  that  contained 
in  his  letter  submitting  the  Report  as  a  whole  to  Sec- 

97  retaiy  of  the 'J'lrnsnry  Windom.     Tlie  matter  thus 

made  public,  will  he  louiul  in  the  Apjiendix  to  the    nritish    Cane, 
British  Case.     Its  authentieity,  so  far  as  known,  has  never  Ai.'i"'','l\','';,ij'°|j 
heretofore  been  questioned   either  by  the   United  Statesstatcn  No.  2 
Government  or  by  Mr.   Klliolt.     Tlie  United  States  (Jov- <'**"^^'"  "• '^^• 
ernment  are  in  possession  of  the  original  Keport. 

An  objection  is  next  raised  in  the  United  States  (Joun-    i'ago78. 
ter  (Jase,  to  the  cflect  that  certain  figures,  (luoted  from  ^Ir. 
Elliott,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  rookeries  on  the  I'riby- 
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loff  Islands  in  1800,  and  showing  a  want  of  virile  male 
seals  tbere,  appear  in  the  part  of  Mr.  Elliott's  statement 
given  to  the  press  by  him,  after  his  signature.  As  it  is 
stated  in  the  publication  in  question  that  tlie  figures  were 
furnished  by  Mr.  Elliott,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  they  were 
an  additional  excerpt  from  his  full  lieport.  If  they  are 
not,  the  United  States  is  in  a  position,  by  jiroducing  the 
Eeport,  to  prove  that  they  are  not  contained  in  it.  The 
British  Commissioners  do  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  "actual  figures "  quoted.  They  say  expressly  in  this 
case  that  Mr.  Elliott — 

Para. 433.  does  not  explain  in  what  way  this  numerical  estimate  was  arrived  at. 

But  they  fail  to  see  any  evidence  in  Mr.  Elliott's  attempt 
to  put  the  circumstances  of  the  decrease  of  male  seals  in 
figures,  to  do  otherwise  tlian  illustrate  these  circum- 
stances to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

In  the  second  paragraph  on  this  page  of  the  United 
States  Counter-Case,  a  remark  made  as  subsidiary  to 
others  included  under  paragraph  44  of  the  Eeport  of  the 
British  Commissioners  is  chosen  for  attack.  This  remark 
is  brought  into  special  prominence  for  the  purpose  of 
attempted  rebuttal,  in  the  following  terms: 

The  second  mode  by  which  they  endeavour  to  show  a  decrease  in  the 
seal  herd  prior  to  1880  is  by  pointing  to  an  alleged  recognition  thereof 
on  the  part  of  the  lessees  in  the  reduction  made  by  them  of  their  catcli 
in  1875,  and  to  an  alleged  lowering  of  the  standard  of  weights  of  skins. 

m^rioners'  ^^Ke      ^''®  Statement  made  by  the  Commissioners  as  to  reduced 
port,  para.  44.     numbcr  of  skius  taken  in  1875  is  denied  by  the  United 
■    States.    In  thus  denying,  they  cite  the  British  Com- 
Page  76.  98        missiouers'  Report  (p.  132),  where  a  Table  is  given 

showing  the  total  killing  in  each  year  on  the  Priby- 
loff  Islands.  But  on  referring  to  this  Table,  it  is  found  that 
the  number  killed  in  1875  was,  as  stated  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, less  than  that  in  1872,  1873,  and  1874  (over  6,000 
less  than  in  the  last-mentioned  year). 

Reference  is  further  made  in  this  connection  to  vol.  ii  of 
the  Appendix  to  the  United  States  Case,  in  contravention 
of  the  British  Commissioners'  statement,  but  the  Tables 
ihere  found  (pp.  558-585)  are  those  of  salted  seal-skins  sold 
in  London.  Such  sales  do  not  correspond  with  the  actual 
number  of  seals  taken  on  the  islands  in  the  same  year,  as 
skins  have  often  been  held  over  from  one  year  to  the  next 
in  London ;  and  a  part  of  the  skins  taken  in  the  autumn 
have  almost  invariably  been  held  over  till  the  next  year  in 
the  Pribyloff  Islands  themselves. 

The  third  reference   given  in  support  of  the  denial  of 

this  particular   statement  of  the  Commissioners,  is  to  a 

Table  on  p.  427  of  the  United  States  Counter-Case.     It 

must  be  explained  that  the  statistics  of  killings  on  the 

Pribyloff  Islands  to  which  the  Commissioners  were  able  to 

refer,  were  those  which  had  been  published  by  the  United 

States.    Therefore,  when,  as  in  this  instance,  the  United 

States  now  produce  new  and  more  detailed  figures,  alleged 

Senate,  5i8t  t*^*  have  becii  on  file  'n  the  Treasury  Department,  no  proof 

Cong.,  2niisess.,  of  unfairncss  or  inaccuracy  can  justly  be  urged  as  against 

Ex^.^Doc.  No.  49,  ^^^  Comoiissiouers.    Thus,  in  tlie  Tables  of  killings  here- 


ARGUMENT   OF    GREAT   BRITAIN.  83 

tofore  accessible,  it  was  impossible  to  apportion  the  num- 
ber of  ''pu])s''  killed  for  food  iu  each  i);nticular  year,  for 
only  the  grand  total  for  a  number  of  years  was  given.  But 
accei)ting  the  new  Table  here  printed  and  referred  to  by 
the  United  States,  the  killing  in  1875  is  even  there  shown 
to  have  been  more  than  4,000  less  than  in  1874.  A  refer- 
ence to  the  diagram  given  in  the  Commissioners' Report  Diagram  v. 
will  show  graphically  the  character  of  the  change  referred 
to  by  them  as  occurring  in  1875. 

On  this  page  of  the  Counter-Case,  the  United  States    J'^g*"' 
deny  that  any  lowering  of  the  standard  weight  of  skins 
taken  on  the  islands  occurred  until  1886,  contrary  to  state- 
ments made  in  the  British  Commissioners' Eeport  (para.  ^^British^  com- 

694,  &c.),  but  in  so  doing  the  United  States  ignore  the  abso-  port.'par".  69c.'" 
lute  evidence  to  tliis  eifect  by  one  of  tlieir  own  prin- 

99  cipal  witnesses  (H.  H.McIntyre),  which  carries  the 
lowering  of  weight  back  to  1883.  It  is,  howcAer, 
admitted  that  a  lowering  of  standard  weights  occurred  in 
1886.  It  is  stated  in  the  Case  of  the  United  States  that  a 
decrease  became  i)erceptible  on  the  islands  in  1884-85.  The 
lowering  of  standards  is  referred  to  by  the  Commissioners 
merely  as  an  index  of  the  decrease  on  the  islands,  and  the 
date  of  such  lowering  now  fixed  by  the  United  States  does 
not  agree  with  that  of  admitted  decrease  as  stated  in  the 
United  States  Case. 

Reference  is  next  made  by  the  United  States  to  a  new  ,,,^«^^«  t^'«  Ta- 
Table  by  Mr.  Heilbronner,  alleged  to  sliow  the  weights  and  aixiL,post. 
prices  of  skins  from  the  rribyloff  Islands  from  1874  to  1889 
(both  inclusive).  The  prices  given  in  this  Table  have  no 
bearing  on  the  present  question,  as  tliese  dejiend  on  many 
other  circumstances  besides  the  weight,  quality,  or  size  of 
skins  oflered  for  sale. 

From  the  Table  printed,  the  '< twelve  additional  columns 
showing  percentages"  have  been  "omitted  for  tlie  sake  of 
brevity.''  Owing  to  this  fact,  the  Table  aftbrds  (mly  a  basis 
of  computation,  not  any  distinct  evidence  as  to  the  condi- 
tions from  year  to  year. 

Further,  as  already  stated,  the  weights  of  skins  taken 
are  referred  to  by  the  British  Commissioners  only  as  a  rough 
index  of  the  sizes  and  ages  of  the  seals  killed.  No  infor- 
mation is  afforded  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  weiglits 
have  been  determined  in  tlie  Table  now  i)rest'nted  by  the 
United  States,  nor  as  to  whether  they  are  tliose  of  skins  as 
taken  on  the  islands,  or  those  of  salted  skins  as  sold.  It 
would,  however,  appear  from  the  classirication  by  siz.ea 
a<l()i)ted  in  the  Table,  that  the  latter  aie  meant,  as  no  such 
classiticatioii  by  sizes  is  made  on  the  is];m(is.  The  weights 
of  skins  spoken  of  by  the  British  (commissioners  are,  on 
the  eontraiy,  those  taken  or  estimated  on  the  I'ribylofF 
Ishuids.  Messrs.  Lampson  state  that  the  weights  of  salted  ,„|"[!,', J."." /";;,": 
skins  are  gn-ater  than  those  of  skins  in  the  raw  state;  so,nx,vl,'i'ii,p.2oi. 
that  if  the  weights  given  in  Mr.  n<'ill»ronners  Table  are 
those  of  salted  skins,  they  <lo  not  compare  in  any  satisfac- 
tory way  with  the  weights  referred  to  by  the  liritish  Com- 
missioners. 
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Fortmiately,  however,  we  are  relieved  from  the  ambigui- 
ties iii('i<leiit  to    tlie  statement  above  made,  by  the  facts 
ibi(i.,p.255.  disclosed  in  thedcitailed  Table  and  analysis  of  skins 

Paao'77.  *  100  sold,  contained  in  the  Appendix  to  the  British 
Counter-Case.  Every  skin  there  included  has  been 
measured  with  accuracy,  and  the  Table  includes  practically 
every  seal  killed  for  market  on  the  Pribylott"  Islands  from 
1873  to  1892  (both  inclusive).  The  subsidiary  question  of 
weight,  and  the  doubt  as  to  place  of  weighing  and  charac- 

Co^n?ter^ca8e^  ^^^^'  ^^  '^^"^  wheu  Weighed,  may,  therefore,  be  dismissed. 

p.  257.  '  The  almost  continuous  decrease  in  sizes  is  the  main  jioint 

in  question. 
United  States     Still  further,  iu  the  statement  made  on  the  part  of  the 

Counter  -Case,  Uj,ij^^,^|  States,  the  average  weight  of  skins  is  taken.  This 
is  little  clue  to  the  nature  of  the  killing  generally,  for 
whereas  in  the  earlier  years  a  sufficient  number  of  skins  of 
medium  weight  (which  are  those  of  greatest  vakie)  may 
have  been  available,  in  later  years  the  average  may  (lack- 
ing these)  have  been  made  up  of  extra  large  and  extra 
su)all  skins. 

The  denial  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  reduction  in 
standard  weights  of  skins  is  therefore  shown  to  rest  on 
unsound  and  incorrect  evidences.  More  than  this,  it  is 
wholly  disproved  by  the  disclosures  of  the  detailed  Tables 
last  referred  to. 

Mr.  Webster's  evidence,  with  other  evidence,  is  quoted 
by  the  British  Commissioners  (para.  677)  in  support  of  the 
statements  of  natives  detailed  in  a  jireceding  iiaragraph, 
respecting  the  decreasing  number  of  seals  taken  at  North- 
east Point.  An  attempt  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  traverse  Webster's  evidence  ah)ne.  But  on  refer- 
ring to  the  paragraph  of  the  Commissioners'  Report  here 
cited,  it  will  be  found  that  the  statement  made  in  the 
Counter-Case  of  the  United  States  is  erroneous.  Both  Mr. 
Webster  and  Mr.  Powler  are  quoted  as  authorities  for  the 
figures  given  by  the  British  Commissioners.  Further,  on 
referring  to  the  Table  specially  compiled  to  rebut  this  evi- 
dence, and  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  United  States 
Counter  Case,  it  will  be  found  that  both  these  gentlemen 
are  fully  justified  in  the  statements  made  by  them  to  the 
Commissioners.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  both  spoke  from 
memory,  and  not  by  the  book,  and  precision  to  units  is 
therefore  not  to  be  looked  for.  Webster  said  that  in  1874 
and  1875,  35,000  to  36,000  skins  were  taken  each  year  at 
North-east  Point.  The  Table  shows  in  these  two  years 
respectively  34,526  and  35,113  skins.  Fowler  said 
101  that  29,000  and  18,000  skins  were  taken  at  North- 
east Point  in  1879  and  several  succeeding  years. 
The  Table  shows:  1879,  29,174;  1880,  25,862;  1881,  17,952; 
1882,  23,303  skins. 
Page 78.  The  Commissioners  further  give  the  skins  taken  in  18S9 

and  1890  as  15,076*  and  5,007  respectively,  classing  these 

*  In  a  Ta1)le  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  United  States  Connter- 
Caee  (p.  422),  the  number  of  seals  killed  here  in  1889  is  given  as  28,794. 
The  difieretice  between  this  statement  and  the  official  statement 
quoted  by  the  British  Commissioners  is  not  explained. 
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as  official  figures.  A  printer's  error  has  placed  two 
asterisks  (*)  iu  the  text  of  this  page  of  the  Coramissiouers' 
Report,  and  has  omitted  the  reference  at  the  foot  of  the 
page  to  which  one  of  them  should  apply.  A  brief  examina- 
tion would  have  shewn  that  the  figures  referred  to  were 
those  in  Mr.  Golf's  official  Report  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  ^  s^stcong.^^d 
for  1890.  The  figures  given  by  the  Commissioners  areDoc!'i<o."i9.*'  ""■ 
indentical  with  those  of  the  Report  in  question.  On 
examining  the  figures  it  will,  however,  be  found  that  an 
eiror  in  addition  has  been  made  in  the  Congressional  docu- 
ment referred  to;  the  total  number  of  skins  derived  from 
North  east  Point  in  1890  should  read  6,592,  instead  of 
5,007.  This  difierence  has,  however,  no  bearing  on  the 
subject  under  discussion. 

In  respect  to  the  question  of  the  driving  of  seals  in  1879  Pages  78, 79. 
from  the  vicinity  of  rookeries  previously  reserved  and 
exempted  from  driving. — Statements  made  on  this  subject 
(and  with  special  relerence  to  Zapadnie  and  Polavina 
rookeries)  by  the  Commissioners  are  denied  by  the  United 
States.  In  making  these  statements  (though  confirmation 
was  obtained  from  other  sources),  reliance  was  evidently 
placed  upon  the  official  Reports  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott.  In 
nis  Report  bearing  date  1880,  Mr.  Elliott,  speaking  of 
Zapadnie  rookery  and  the  hauling  grounds  in  its  vicinity, 
says : 

The  "hollusebickie,"  that  sport  here  on  the  parade  plateau,  and,  Op.  Cit.,  p.  55. 
indeed,  over  all  of  the  western  extent  of  the  English  Bay  hanling- 
gnmnds,  have  tiecer  been  visited  by  the  natives  for  the  purpose  of  seleetiug 
kilUntj  drives  since  1872,  inasmuch  as  more  teals  than  were  wanted  have 
alirays  been  procured  from  ZoHoi,  I.nkannon,  and  Lower  Tolstoi  points, 
which  are  all  very  close  to  the  village. 

102  Respecting  Polavina  he  says  in  the  same  Report: 

For  the  reason  cited  in  a  similar  example  at  Zapadnie,  no  "  hoUus-     Op.  Cit.,  p. 56. 
chickie"  have  been   driven  from  this  point  since  1812,  though  it  is  one  of 
the  ea.sicst  worked.     It  was  in  the  Russian  times  a  petsealiug-grouud 
with  them. 

Mr.  Elliott  investigated  the  circumstances  in  1872-74,  ^B^'^Jfi^'^  c-J.^^; 
and  revisited  the  islands  in  187G.     When  he  again  revisited  iii,  ran  lii. 
the  i.^lands  in   1890,  he  states  that  he  fonnd  that  driving  x\',^J7li^S 
had  been  extended  to  Zai)adnie  and  Polavina  rookeries  in57-5». 
1.S79,  as  quoted  by  the  British  Commissioners. 

During  all  his  stays  ui)on  and  visits  to  the  Pribylotl" 
Islands.  Mr.  Elliott  was  specially  engaged  in  an  ollicial 
cai)a('ity  in  investigating  the  conditions  of  seal  life  there 
tor  the  (Jnited  Slates.  The  Coniinissioners  were  thus  fully 
justified  in  assuming  that  the  statements  made  by  him  iu 
ollicial  Reports  were,  correct. 

But  the  Cnited  States  have,  in  the  Appendix  to  their  Appfn.iiT.  vol. 
Case,  published,  for  the  first  time,  certain  Tables  by  Mr.  I'^^Ji'^^j/^^-^^'- 
Max  lieilbionner.  Secretary  of  the  Alaska  ('omnier<ial 
Comjtany,  relating  to  the  killing  in  each  year  from  the 
various  rookeries.  These  are  now  referred  to  as  contradict- 
ing the  stateinents  quoted  by  the  Commissioners.  It  may 
l)e  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Com]»any  has  possessed  fi  Her 
inloruiation  iu  thi.s  case  than  the  Covcrnmeut  officials,  but 
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it  is  significant  that  the  official  annual  Reports  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  not  here  referred  to.  In  these  Tables  Polaviua 
is  (lesi<;iiated  "  Half-way  Point,"  and  Zai)adnie  appears  to 
be  included  under  the  general  designation  of  "  South-west 
Bay."  As  the  numbers  are  not  in  all  cases  given  sepa- 
rately for  these  two  i)laces,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
make  a  statement  from  the  Tables  of  the  actual  number  of 
United  States '^'-''^^^  taken  ill  cach  in  every  year,  but  the  number  of 
Cise.  Ai>iM  ikHx,  recorded  "drives"  may  be  taken  as  an  index  of  the  increas- 
ing extent  of  driving  from  these  places  in  later  years.  The 
number  of  drives  as  now  stated  by  the  United  States  is  as 
follows: 


vol.ii,pp.n7-127. 


Pages  78,  79. 


South-west 
103                                    Year.                                           Bay  (iii(-liulii)g 

Zapadnie). 

Half-way  Point 
(Polavina). 

187 1 

4 
1 
3 
6 
7 
8 
0 
6 
7 
5 
5 

10 
9 
9 
6 

12 
8 
8 
8 

1 

1872 

1 

I87;j              ...                  

0 

1874     

0 

1875 

1 

1870 

1 

1877 

3 

1878  

3 

1^:79 

3 

1880 

i 

1881  

4 

1882 

5 

1883 

5 

1884 

9 

1885 

s 

1886 

0 

1887 

c, 

1888 

8 

1889 

7 

The  substantial  accuracy  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
British  Commissioners  as  to  the  increased  area  of  driving 
in  later  years,  irrespective  of  Mr.  Elliott's  very  definite 
statements  on  the  subject,  is  further  shown  by  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  H.  H.  Mclntyre,  appended  to  the  United  States 
Case,  though  this  evidence  is  intended  for  another  purpose, 
*.  e.,  to  explain  away  the  alleged  deficiency  in  number  of 
killable  seals  which  occurred  in  1879.    Mr.  Mclntyre  says: 

United  States      In  order  that  the  selection  should  be  made  from  as  larj^e  a  number 
Case,  Apiundix,  jjs  possible,  and  to  satisfy  the  reijuirements  of  the  Treasury  Aj^ents  in 
vol.  11, p. 50.          charge,  who  demanded  that  all  the  rookeries  be  worked  in  regular 
rotation,  we  commenced  in  1S7!>  or  ISSO  to  "drice"  with  (jreater  fre- 
quency from  the  more  distant  and  less  accessible  [/rounds With 

this  exception  there  was  no  change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
business  from  1870  to  1889. 

Professor  Allen  also  says : 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years,  however,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  decline  from  the  former  status  of  the  herd,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  lower  the  age  of  seals  selected  for  killing,  and  also  to  redrive 
portions  of  the  herd. 

The  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States  next  states  that 
'•the  question  of  over-driving  and  redriving  has  already 
been  fully  treated  of  in  the  Case  of  the  United  States." 
It  is  here  passed  over  practically  without  remark,  except 

that,  ^Hf  any  occurred,^^  it  was  directly  due  to  pelagic 
104       sealing.     This  admission  confirms  the  statement  of 

the  British  Commissioners,  to  the  effect  that  the 
"quota"  to  be  taken  on  the  Pribylofif  Islands  had  become 


United    St 
Case,  A]i]H 
vol.  i,    lip 
408. 


ates 
.Ijx, 

4U7, 
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practically  fixed,  and  that  no  regard  to  seal  life  was  had 
in  endeavouring  to  till  the  ''quota." 

If  any  rights  exist  to  seal  on  the  high  seas,  it  is  absurd 
to  charge  the  pelagic  sealers  with  the  results  of  the  over- 
driving practised  to  secure  a  "quota"  on  the  islands. 
Even  if  no  such  rigbt  exists,  it  shows  an  entire  absence  of 
proper  care,  to  have  permitted  damaging  practices  on  the 
islands  in  the  endeavour  to  secure  a  "quota,"  before  the 
question  of  rights  and  protection  had  in  any  way  been 
settled. 

"Pelagic  Sealing." 

It  appears  to  be  assumed  by  the  United  States,  in  deal-  Page  so. 
ing  with  pelagic  sealing,  that  the  statement  that  killing  at 
sea  is  "indiscriminate" — i.  e.,  that  it  includes  both  sexes — 
is  suiiicient  in  itself  to  condemn  such  sealing.  The  sui)i)o- 
sition  that  large  numbers  of  males  alone  might  be  killed 
without  any  prejudicial  effect  on  seal  life,  and  which  arose 
during  the  Eussian  regime,  appears  to  have  still  a  very  ca^e*^^'\ji*^*^^ 
firm  hold ;  while  the  principles  of  "  natural  selection  "  which 
have  come  to  be  recognized  during  the  past  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  with  other  scientific  facts  alluded  to  in  the  Report  of 
the  British  Commissioners  and  in  the  Counter-Case  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty,  appear  to  be  disregarded  in  the  Coun- 
ter-Case of  the  United  States.  Further,  the  commonly 
recognized  fact  that,  even  in  the  case  of  ilomeHtiv  animals, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  wild  animals  artificially  preserved, 
large  numbers  of  females  are  usually  and  necessarily  killed, 
is  ignored. 

Care  is  further  taken,  in  this  first  paragraph,  to  endeav-    '^'jtish  com- 
our  to  prejudice  the  Court  by  characterizing  the  evidence  poit,  paras.  627, 
(juotcd  by  tlie  British  Commissioners  as  "interested."    It '''**• 
will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  British  Commissioners 
have  fully  recognized  and  allowed  for  any  motives  of  self- 
interest  which  may  have  affected  the  evidence  obtained, 
and  that  in  their  endeavour  to  present  the  facts,  they  have 
not  assumed  as  indubitably  correct  all  the  statements  made 

to  them. 
105  It  is  next  stated  in  the  United  States  (counter- 

Case  that  the  "three  pro])ositions,"  forming  the 
"apology"  of  the  British  Commissioners  for  pelagic  seal- 
ing, will  be  treated  "in  the  order  of  their  importance  as 
recognized  in  the  llei)ort." 

No  apology  is  ollered  or  required  for  killing  animals  at 
large  upon  the  ocean,  in  the  absence  of  Internal  ional  Agree- 
ments prohibiting  siudi  killing.  As  to  the  older  followed 
in  the  United  Stiites  Connt(U'  Case,  it  appears  to  be  based 
on  that  r«'ferred  to  in  paragraph  77  of  tlie  Uiilish  Commis- 
sioners' liepoit,  whei(!,  how(ner,  1  wo  projiosit ions, not  three, 
are.  formulated,  and  these,  two  are  theie  statird  to  be  the 
princi|)al  idlegations  of  those  oppose<l  to  jtelagic  sealing, 
not  to  represent  the  order  of  imjxutance  in  fact.  The 
actual  order  and  wording  of  the  headings  found  in  the 
liritishC'inimissioners'  Koport  under  the  chapter  on  pelagic  i'nge,\r,  aie'i. 
sealing  is  as  follows: 

(«.)  Origin  and  Developmcjiit. 
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(6.)  Methods. 

(c.)  Proportion  of  Seals  lost, 
(rf.)  Coinjiositiou  of  Catch. 
(e.)  Futiue  of  the  Industry. 

The  first  subject  selected  for  attempted  rebnttal  is  thus 
expressed  in  the  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States: 

^'1.  That  the  percentage  of  female  seals  in  the  pelagic  catch 
is  not  large.^' 

In  the  opening  paragraph  below  this  heading,  is  found 
one  of  numerous  instances  of  insinuations  as  to  motive  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Commissioners  for  which  (here  is, 
in  fact,  no  justification.  Part  of  the  evidence  printed  by 
the  British  Commissioners  is  characterized  as — 

so-called  "evidence,"  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  from  Indian 
hunters,  ....  and  in  which  there  is  a  careful  avoidance  of 
names  of  informants. 

Page  81.  But  on  the  next  page,  tlie  statement  by  the  same  Oom- 

missioners  respecting  the  possible  existence  of  self-interest 
in  some  of  the  witnesses  examined  by  them,  is  en- 
106      deavoured  to  be  employed  as  a  means  of  minimizing 
the  imi)ortance  of  that  part  of  the  evidence. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  that  the  British  Com- 
missioners did  not  consider  it  their  mission  to  procure 
sworn   evidence  on  all    subjects    investigated  by  them. 
Their  mission  was  purely  scientific  and  practical,  and  on 
British  Com  referring  to  the  first  part  of  their  Eeport,  it  will  be  found 
missioners'  Ro-  that  they  fully  recognized  this  fact.    They  write: 

It  may  be  observed  further,  that  in  obtaining  evidence  from  persona 
of  experience  or  knowledge  of  the  subject,  we  adopted,  in  general, 
the  intormal  plan  of  free  interviews  and  independent  conversation. 
In  this  way  we  acquired  very  distinct  and  trustworthy  knowledge  of 
their  opinions  and  experiences. 

In  SO  doing,  they  followed  the  same  plan  with  that 
adopted  by  their  colleagues  from  the  United  States,  who 
similarly  write: 

TTnited   Statos      Although  the  testimony  gathei-ed  by  us  on  this  and  other  points 
Case,  pp.334, 335.  ^vas  not  given  under  oath,  its  value,  in  our  judgment,  is  not  in   the 

least  lessened  by  that   fact In  short,  the  investigation 

was  conducted  precisely  as  it  would  liave  been  had  the  question  been 
one  of  scientific  rather  than  diplomatic  importance. 

The  only  difference  wliich  must  be  noted  between  the 
procedure  of  the  British  and  United  States  Commission- 
ers, is  that  indicated  in  the  last-quoted  remark,  i.  e.,  tliat 
the  United  States  Commissioners  appear  to  have  regarded 
the  questions  examined  by  them  rather  as  of  diplomatic 
than  as  of  scientific  importance,  though  adopting  a  scien- 
tific method  of  investigation. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  both  cases,  if  further 
particulars  respecting  the  evidence  collected  should  be 
required,  these  can  besui)plied  by  reference  to  the  notes  of 
interviews,  &c.,  held  by  the  respective  Commissioners  at  the 
time;  and  it  is  submitted  that  statements  made  in  good 
faith,  and  respecting  matters  of  fact  or  evidence,  should 
be  accepted  as  true  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief 
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of  the  Commissioners  specially  appointed  to  investigate 
the  subject,  whether  those  of  Great  Britain  or  those  of  the 
LTnited  .^States. 

It  is  i)erhaps  unnecessary  again  to  draw  attention 

107  to  the  manner  in  which  a  few  words,  separated  from    ^^^esi. 
their  context  and  incorporated  in  a  new  sentence, 

maybe  made  to  convey  a  false  impression;  but  another 
instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  particular  page  of  the  United 
States  Counter-Case  here  dealt  with.  The  British  Com- 
missioners write: 

And  while  it  is  not  mainfained  that  the  evidence  of  such  practical  British  Com- 
fiealcTS  is  entirely  uutiuctiired  by  motives  of  personal  interest,  it  must  missiouers'  Ke- 
be  evident  that  these  men  know  more  on  the  subject  than  any  others.  ^"^  '  l'*'^^' 

This  statement  is  employed  in  the  following  manner  in 
the  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States : 

The  second  class  of  testimony  presented  to  sustain  the  position  of  the     United   States 
Report  is  obtained  from  sworn  statements  of  Canadian  sealers,  which  Counter-Case, 
the  Commissioners  admit  are  not  "  entirely  untinctured  by  motives  of  ^'     ' 
personal  interest." 

On  the  next  page  we  fine!  tlie  evidence  cited  by  the 
British  Commissioners  fui'ther  characterized  as  admittedly 
untruHitcorthy. 

Kefei  ring  to  the  proportion  of  females  taken  in  the  pelagic 
catcli,  and  evidence  on  this  point  presented  by  the  British 
Commissioners,  objection  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  that  this  evidence  varies  greatly  in  difterent  cases. 
The  British  Commissioners,  however,  particularly  note  this 
very  point,  writing: 

It  is  only  natural,  and  is  entirely  in  accord  with  what  raij^ht  be    British  Com- 
expected,  tliat  the  proportions  of  seals  by  sexes  and  a_i;cs  sh<;uld  be  ""^sioners'  Ke- 
found  to  dilier  very  considerably  in  ditl'erent  instances,  even  in  3,  ^"5^'   ^"^'      *" 
sjijile  year,  in   conformity  with   the  dates  or  places   in   which  the  648. 
greater  proportion  of  any  particular  catch  was  secured,  and  the  kind 
of  seals  in  each  case  fallen  in  with. 

And  add : 

The  very  fact  that  these  statements,  though  taken  at  different 
times,  aii(i  while  varying  consi(leral)ly  from  the  ])oiiit  of  view  of 
numerical  proportions,  tally  very  well  in  the  main,  one  with  another, 
is  an  inherent  proof  of  their  credibility. 

The  ensuing  argument,  directed  against  this  evidence,    Pages 8i,  82. 
and  in  wliicli   it  is  endeavoured  to  contiast  it  with  the 
statement  tliat  tlie  metlutds  and  ])ractices  on  the  Pribvlolf 
Ishmds  liave  resulted  in  the  existenceof  a  large  sur- 

108  plus  of  I'ciiiiiles,  is  based  on   various  assumptions, 
and  is  ditlicult  to  follow,  as  these  assumidions  are 

not  set  out.  The  nutst  important  of  them  however,  ai)i»('ars 
to  he; — that  the  pro|)oil ion  between  males  and  fenmles  in 
tiie  catch  of  any  vessel  should  represent  the  average  i-ro 
j)ortion  of  males  and  lemales  existing  everywheic,  or  at 
the  least  that  a  mean  of  the  cat<;hes  should  represent  such 
average.  The  explanations  given  in  the  Britisii  Coiunds- 
sioner.s'  Keport  (some  of  whi(di  have  Just  been  (pioted),  are, 
however,  sutlicient  to  show  that  the  first  is  not  a  reasonable 
hypothesis;  while,  as  to  the  secon<l,  it  is  quite  conceivable 
that  pelagic  sealing,  might,  as  a  whole,  be  carried  on  at 
such  1i?nes  or  in  such  places  as  to  include  a  relatively  very 
great  proportion  of  any  particular  age  or  sex  of  seals. 
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pagos:^  Tlie  fuitlier  statement  made  by  the  British  Commission- 

ers, to  the  ettect  that  au  abnormal  abundance  of  females 
obtains  at  tlie  i)reseut  time,  is  characterized  as  not  substan- 
tiated by  facts  advanced  by  the  Commissioners.  The  facts 
relied  upon  are,  it  is  true,  not  recapitulated  in  this  particu- 
lar part  of  the  lieport,  but  in  Chapter  lY  (ij.  114  et  seq.) 
ample  details  on  this  subject  will  be  found. 

But  this  is  still  more  clearly  shown  by  a  comparison  of 

the  possible  number  of  skins  of  bearing  females  contained 

in  the  whole  North-west  catch  for  twenty  years,  as  included 

tef('!le'  ^''''00^'^  ^^^  British  Counter-Case.     This  possible  proportion  is 

ami iilTiV,  i^iro. '  much  lower  than  that  given  in  the  statements  of  sealers 

quoted  by  the  British  Commissioners,  which  statements 

refer  to  the  past  few  years  only. 

Ibid.,  p.  251  et     In  addition,  in  the  Counter-Case  presented  by  the  British 

***■  Government,  notice  is  taken  of  the  great  number  of  barren 

females  now  Ibund  at  sea,  a  fact  directly  bearing  out  the 

evidence  of  other  kinds  already  obtained  on  this  subject. 

Pages 82, 83.        As  to  the  nature  of  the  "proof"  offered  in  the  Case  of 

the  United  States  respecting  the  number  of  female  skins 

contained  in  the  ])elagic  catch,  remarks  have  already  been 

teJ'rlle'^  ^.°'m  ^^'1^6  Jii  the  British  Counter-Case  such  as  to  show  that  this 

etseq.   '     '       is  entirely  iucouclusive  aud  uutrustwortliy. 

To  corroborate  the  assertions  made  in  the  Case  of  the 
United  States,  Captain  Hooper,  M.  Malouavonski,  Mr. 
Grebnitsky,  and  Messrs.  C.  W.  Martin  and  Sons  are  now 

furtlier  adduced. 
109  The  United  States  revenue  cutter  "  Corwin,"  Cap- 

tain Hooper,  w^as  occupied  for  twenty-six  days  in 
hunting  seals  during  the  summer  of  1892.  The  whole 
number  of  seals  killed,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
forty-one,  a  result  so  small  as  to  evidence  either  inexperi- 
enced or  incompetent  hunters.  Of  this  number,  twenty- 
nine  are  stated  to  have  been  females,  a  proportion  which 
does  not  differ  very  largely  from  that  given  by  several  of 
the  pelagic  sealers,  but  which  upon  so  small  a  total  num- 
ber means  little  as  compared  with  the  experience  embodied 
in  their  statements. 
Cmn'tel-rl'Tle'*  ^^  ^^^^^  furthcr  be  observed,  on  turning  to  the  Table  pre- 
Appeiidix,  p?2i7'.  pared  by  Captain  Hooper,  that  nearly  half  (nineteen)  ol  the 
seals  taken  were  obtained  within  L'O  miles  of  the  Pribyloff 
Islands,  and  that  no  data  are  given  as  to  the  time  occupied 
in  the  capture  of  seals  at  different  distances  from  the 
islands,  such  as  to  show  what  the  resi)ective  proportions 
of  males  and  females  might  have  been  in  the  case  of  com- 
mercial sealing.  Neither  is  any  statement  made  to  the 
effect  that  seals  were  taken  impartially,  as  met  with. 
Page  83.  M.  Maloiiavouski  is  ucxt  quotcd  as  aftirming  that  over 

90  per  cent,  of  2,700  skins  taken  from  vessels  seized  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Commander  Islands  were  those  of  females. 
His  evidence  on  this  subject  will,  however,  be  found  to  be 
of  the  most  indelinite  character. 
Ibid.,  p.  374.  Mr.  Grebnitsky  is  next  quoted  as  affirming  that  96  per 
cent,  of  the  seals  taken  at  sea  are  females !  This  gentleman 
has  had  long  experience  as  Superintendent  of  the  Com- 
mander Islands,  and  any  statement  made  by  him  must  be 
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received  with  respect,  but  we  may  be  pardoued  for  doubt- 
ing such  a  statement  as  that  here  attributed  to  him,  par- 
ticularly as  it  is  unsupported  by  any  details  of  fact,  and 
is  entirely  in  opposition  to  other  evidence. 

Messrs"^  C.  W.  Martin  and  Sons  are  next  referred  to  re-  ^^otiVon^uei 
specting  the  sex  of  a  lot  of  1,028  skins  sup^iosed  by  them  tion  with  the 
to  have  been  taken  at  sea,  and  received  from  Petropaul^v-  |eeB°ftishCoun: 
ski.  It  is  stated  that  these  were  part  of  the  2,700  skius  ^er-Ci'^se,_  Appen- 
seized  by  Russian  cruizers  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Pacific,  a'nd^°un?te^ 
and  upon  which  Messrs.  Malouavonski  and  Grebuitsky  .^tatea  case,  p. 
based  their  statements.  Messrs.  Martiu  and  Sons,  how- "  jiritish  coun- 
ever,  give  the  percentage  of  females  at  83.7G;  of  males,  ^'''■'-'■''^'^'P- ^''^• 
1.66;  and  doubtful,  14.58,  though  M.  Malouavonski    p^gess. 

110  had  attirmed  that  an  expert  found  no  difficulty  in  sep- 
arating the  male  and  female  skins  in  the  original 

lot  of  2, 700. 

Lastly,  certain  depositions  of  a  Mr.  Behlow  are  referred 
to  in  this  connection,  in  which  he  professes  to  separate  male 
and  female  skins  contained  in  certain  relatively  small 
catches  brought  to  San  Fraucisco  in  1892. 

It  will  sulisequeutly  be  shown  that  the  statements  and  jj^^^^.^^pp®"'^^^ 
depositions  of  this  witness  are  wholly  untrustworthy. 

Keviewing  the  evidence  brought  forward  on  the  part  of  Pagi;8i. 
the  United  States  in  their  Counter-Case  on  the  subject  of 
the  proportion  of  females  in  the  pelagic  catch,  we  may,  at 
the  least,  set  the  statements  of  the  few  witnesses  cited, 
against  those  of  a  like  number  of  witnesses  rei^resenting  a 
similar  number  of  seals  among  the  numerous  witnesses 
cited  by  Great  Britain.  The  whole  number  of  seals  spoken 
of  by  Captain  Hooper  is  too  small  to  enable  any  just  deduc- 
tion to  be  arrived  at;  while  the  other  witnesses  referred  to 
by  the  United  States  are,  without  exception,  interested  in 
the  industry  of  sealing  upon  the  breeding-islands,  and, 
therefore,  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed,  likewise  interested 
in  decrying  all  sealing  at  sea. 

It  has  already  been  stated  (p.  104)  that  the  killing  of 
femnlt'ii per  se  is  not  admitted  to  be  rejjrehensible,  while  the 
complete  analysis  of  the  skins  resulting  Ironi  the  pelagic 
catcli  during  the  past  twenty  years, shows  conclusively  tliat 
not  over  .'38  per  eent.  of  these  could  by  any  possibility  have 
been  bearing  females.*  It  has  further  been  stated  ^''^t^^^B^il^^.^V^^^™; 
one  of  the  most  imi»ortant  objects  of  any  regulations  which  port,  para.  so. 
may  be  proi)os(Ml  is  that  of  eliminating  the  last-mentioned 
element  from  the  pelagic  catch. 

U^nder  tlie  circumstances  mentioned,  it  can  b«;  of  little 

utility  to  pursue  in  detail  any  contro\ersy  respecting  the 

coni[)osition  of  various  individual  small  lots  of  skins  such 

as  there (;ited  on  tli<^  i)art  of  the  I'nitecl  States,  eiveu 

111  if  the  sexes  included  in  them  had  been  correctly  deter- 
mined, and  the  subject  may  rightly  be  dismissed  here. 

*  At  p.  200  of  the  British  Coiuitcr-CaBO  this  (ij^ino  in  ^Ivcii  at  ."•()  per 
cent.,  but  tlie  fiilciilatioii  there  K'v<'"  '«  hascd  tipmi  ( lie  aHsiimiitiou 
of  only  1")  per  rent,  of  the  rjitcli  heiny  iiialcH,  and  tliiH  ])er(<'ntaK« 
occnrrinj;  iinironnly  thionf^hont  the  whole  Imlk.  Ah  a  iii.it  tt-r  of  fart, 
there  are  20  jkt  rent,  of  the  eat'-h  wliirli  are  too  larj{e  to  he  llie  Hkiiia 
of  l<iii.ile.s.  Tiic  li;;iire  above  given  in  based  on  a  recalculation  admit- 
ting thi.s  (jorrectiou. 
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The  second  proposition  formulated  for  denial  by  the 
United  States  is  iu  their  Counter-Case  presented  as 
follows: 

"2.  That  pelagic  scaling  in  Behring  Sea  is  not  so  destructive 
to  seal  life  as  pelagic  sealing  in  the  North  Pacific." 

British  Com-     The  Statement  here  attributed  by  the  LTnited  States  to 

pjrt,'"p^as.  ^138^  ^^^  British  Commissioners  was  not,  however,  made  by  them. 

648.'  '  '  They  have  stated  that  the  spring  catch  was  more  destruc- 
tive than  any  other  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  skins 
obtained;  but  the  spring-  catch  is  not  the  equivalent  of  the 
entire  catch  made  to  the  south  of  Behring  Sea,  which  em- 
braces much  of  the  summer,  and  lasts  till  about  the  end  of 
June.  The  statement  actually  made  by  the  British  Com- 
missioners, as  employed  as  a  basis  of  argument  in  the 
United  States  Case,  is  therefore  not  only  inverted,  but 
substantially  changed. 
British  Com-     The  circumstauce  that  practically  no  gravid  females  are 

^jr^'paTaV  645- takcu  by  pclagic  sealers  in  Behring  Sea  is  characterized  as 

"^British coun-  ^^  "  assuniptiou  "  of  the  British  Commissioners,  though  it 

ter- Case,  A p- rests  OH  ample  evidence. 

pp?i^2o7"^'  "'  'i'li®  question  as  to  the  killing  of  females  in  milk  in  Beh- 
ring Sea,  and  the  effect  of  this  upon  pups  on  shore,  next 
alluded  to  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case,  will  be  dis- 
cussed in  connection  with  the  more  detailed  treatment  of 
this  subject  found  in  following  pages  of  the  Counter-Case 
of  the  United  States. 
Page  85.  The  argument  advanced   in  this  page  of  the   United 

States  Counter-Case  against  the  general  proposition  at  the 
head  of  this  Chapter,  depends  on  a  series  of  assumptions, 
to  discuss  which  is  unnecessary,  because  they  have  else- 
where been  treated  at  length.  The  fallacy  that  the  killing 
of  females  is  in  itself  reprehensible  appears  to  underlie  the 
statements,  but  it  is  in  addition  ap])arently  assumed  that 
all  females  met  with  at  sea  are  fertile,  i.  e.,  that  there  are 
no  virgin  or  barren  females;  that  in  stating  the  period  of 
British  Conn- gestation  of  the  fur-seal  as  nearly  twelve  months,   full 

251-257 'ijs!'' ^^*'  twelve  months  is  meant;  that,  for  instance,  eleven 

112  months  would  not  be  "nearly  twelve  months,"  that 
all  females  are  covered  on  land,  and  that  a  female 
just  fertilized  may  be  described  as  a  "gravid  female," 
the  injury  to  seal  life  being  equally  great  in  the  killing  of 
each  class. 

It  is  next  asserted  that  the  "designed  implication "  of 
certain  statements  made  by  the  British  Commissioners  is 
to  show  that  "very  few  nursing  females  are  taken  by  pe- 
lagic sealers,"  and  is  based  on  "pure  assumption,"  a  refer- 
ence being  given  to  para.  649  of  their  Keport.  But  in  the 
immediately  preceding  paragraphs  of  the  Keport,  proof  has 
British  Conn-  beeu  adduccd  to  this  effect,  and  further  proof  is  brought 

ter-case,  pp.218,  fyj.^^.jj.j  and  discusscd  in  the  Counter  Case  of  Great  Brit- 
ibid.,  Appen-ain  and  its  Appendices  to  the  same  effect,  and  to  the 

22''2a^°^'  "'  ^^' effect  that  sncli  few  females  in  milk  as  may  be  killed  in 
Behring  Sea  are  often  "  running  dry."  It  is  also  shown 
that  their  jiresence  at  sea  may  be  accounted  for  by  various 
causes  of  distui-bance  upon  the  breeding-islands,  in  most, 
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if  not  in   all   cases.     The  evidence  of  Captain  Hooper, 

referred  to  in  this  connection  by  tlie  United  States  (on  the    TJnited  states 

strength  of  the  foity-one  seals  killed  by  him),  in  showing ^'|,'|,°JjjYix!v!2n. 

that  a  considerable  proportion  of  seals  in  milk  killed  were 

200  miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  goes  far  to  prove  that 

at  least  this  proportion  of  such  seals  could  no  longer  have 

had  any  interest  in  or  regular  connection  with  those  islands,    British  com- 

and  tends  to  substantiate  the  remarks  made  by  the  Biitish  "oh. para^au. *^ 

Conimisssioners,  and  those  in  the  Countei-Case  of  Great ,  British  coun- 

Tv    -^    .  u.^  •  \  ■      4.  terCase,  pp.218 

Britain,  on  this  subject.  219. 

On  this  and  following  pages  of  the  United  States  Counter-  Page  sa. 
Ca.^ie  (to  p.  03),  an  extended  notice  is  given  to  the  invf  .sti- 
gations  of  the  British  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  the 
mortality  of  young  seals  in  1891.  Care  is,  however,  tirst 
taken  to  describe  these  examinations  as  "  cursory."  The 
Commissioners  are  repT'esen ted  as  endeavouring  to  "sup- 
port a  position,"  and  it  is  added: 

It  is  evident,  from  the  efforts  made  and  the  theories  advanced  to 
explain  this  mortality  that  the  (Jonimissioners  considered  the  presence 
of  these  bodies  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  fact  they  endeavour  to 
disprove. 

Introductory  remarks  of  the  above  character  scarcely 
lead  to  the- belief  that  any  impartial  discussion  of  the  facts 
noted  and  commented  on  by  the  British  Commission- 
113      ers  is  intended.    This  is  fully  borne  out  by  what  fol- 
lows.    It  is  stated : 

These  oflBcials  [the  Comraissionersj  have,  through  some  strange 
circumstance,  been  led  into  the  belief  that  they  were  the  first  to 
observe  this  mortality  amonsr  the  pnps  on  the  rookeries,  from  which 
belief  they  draw  tlie  inference  that  "  the  death  of  so  many  yoiiiig  seals 
on  the  islands  in  1891  was  wholly  exceptional  and  unprecedented." 

The  explanation  given  in  para.  310  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners' Report  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  in  so  far  as 
they  could  ascertain  by  iiniuiry  upon  the  islands  in  1S91, 
they  icere  the  first  to  observe  and  comment  on  the  mor- 
tality in  question.  But  if  further  evidence  be  required,  it 
will  be  found  that  Mr.  J.  Stanley-Brown  says: 

liy  th(!  time  the  British  Commissioners  arrived  [28th  .Inly]  the  dead  Unitril  St.nlcs 
pnps  were  in  suthcient  abundance  to  attract  their  attention,  and  they  ^"j*"''.  '\l'l'''"ili^. 
are,  I  believe,  under  the  impression  that  they  tirst  discovered  them.       ^°  '  "'^ 

In  a  foregoing  part  of  the  same  paragraph,  however, 
Mr.  Stanley-Brown  had  said  : 

In  the  latter  part  of  Jul  1/  1891  my  attention  was  called  to  a  source  of 
waste,  the  elficitmcy  [xic]  of  wliich  was  most  startlingly  illustrated. 

But  Mr.  .Milton   Barnes,  special  <'m])l()y(''  of  the  (Jiiitcd 
States  Treasury  on  St.  I'anl  Island,  is  (except  in  regard  to 
(late)  even   more  definite  on   tiiis  point.     In   a  deposilion     ibid.p.ioi. 
fnniislied  by  him,  and  included  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
United  States  Case,  he  says: 

One  day,  during  tin?  latter  part  of  August  or  fore  part  of  ."^rptcmber 
last  ('exnit  date  Curgottnn  j,  (Jolonc.l  .losi'iih  Mnnay.niK!  <if  tiir  I'lcaH- 
ury  Agents,  and  in\  .self,  in  coinjianv  witii  the  I'.iitiHli  (  Ouiniissidncrs, 
8ii  <;e()rg<'  P.aden-I'(»w.li  and  Dr.  Dawson,  by  boat  visited  one  of  the 
seal  rookeries  of  that  island,  iuinwn  as  Tiilstui  or  ICnglisii  IJay  On 
arriving  tberf  our  attfMition  was  at  oncn  attractetl  l)y  the  ex<'<ssive 
number  of  dead  seal  pup.s,  whoso  carcaases  lay  Bcuttercd  profusely  over 
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the  breoding-gioiind  or  sand  beach  bordering  the  rookery  proper,  and 
ox  tending  into  the  bor<Ier  of  the  rookery  itself.  The  strange  night 
occasioned  much  surmise  at  the  time  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  it. 

Mr.  Barnes  tlieii  states  that  some  days  afterwards 
Page  86.  114      be  went  with  Mr.  Fowler  to  Pohivina  rookery,  where 

he  found  similar  coiiditious  with  respect  to  mortality 
of  young  to  prevail.     He  adds: 

United  States  This  condition  of  the  rooheiies  in  this  regard  was  for  some  time  a 
Case,  Appeiidi.v,  c'oninion  topic  of  conversation  in  the  vilhige  by  all  parties,  including 
vol.  11, p.  102.         ^jjg  more  intelligent  ones  among  the  natives,  &c. 

Page  87.  The  evidence  referred  to  on  this  page  of    ^he  United 

States  Counter-Case  to  endeavour  to  show  the  occurrence 
of  an  annually  increasing-  number  of  dead  pups  since  1885, 
has  already  been  treated  in  the  Counter-Case  of  Great 
Britain,  p.  208  et  seq.,  and  has  been  there  shown  to  be 
wholly  inconclusive  in  that  respect,  and  to  rest  on  erro- 
neous statements. 

The  extracts  above  given  are  alone  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  mortality  in  1891  was  unprecedented,  as  stated  by 
the  British  Comnussioners;  and  that  it  had  not  existed,  as 
aflirmed  by  the  United  States,  for  '•  several  years." 

The  statement  as  to  the  existence  of  the  opinion  on  the 
islands  that  pups  had  died  in  former  years  because  of  the 
killing  females  at  sea,  is  endeavoured  to  be  supported  by 
tlie  retrospective  affidavits  already  dealt  with  in  that  part 
of  the  British  Counter-Case  above  referred  to. 

Pages  88,89.  Mucli  strcss  is  here  laid  on  the  discovery  of  two  passages 
ill  previous  Eeports,  in  which  H.  H.  Mclntyre  and  J.  H. 
Moulton  have  made  general  statements  to  the  effect  that 
killingfemalesatsearesultedin  death  of  pups  on  theislauds. 
Ko  facts  or  instances  are  cited  in  support  of  these  state- 
ments, to  which  no  imjiortance  was  attached  at  the  time, 
and  to  which  attention  has  only  now  been  drawn.  They 
are  now  brought  prominently  forward  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  that  the  cause  of  the  mortality  of  pups  in  1891 
al  leged  by  the  United  States  had  long  been  recognized.  It 
is  there  said : 

This  explanation  [death  of  mothers]  of  the  cause  of  death  of  pup 
seals  is  not  recognized  by  the  Report  except  to  contradict  it. 

British  Com-     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  explanation  referred  to  is  dis- 
port.'parrass.*^  cussed  in  some  detail,  and  is  fount!  to  be  untenable  by 
reason  of  the  date  of  the  mortality,  and  on  other  rational 
and  fully  explained  grounds. 
Kespecting  the  causes  of  death  of  young  suggested  as 
probable  by  the  British  Commissioners: 
115  (fl.)  This  isdescribed  in  the  United  States  Counter- 

Case  as  "driving  and  killing  of  mothers."  But  while 
the  British  Commissioners  state  that  it  is  quite  possible 
that  females  were  driven  from  their  yoang,  and — 

though  turned  av?ay  from  the  killing-grounds  ....  never  after- 
v.ards  found  their  way  back  to  their  original  breeding-places,  but 
either  went  oti'  to  sea  or  landed  elsewhere, 

they  do  not  allege  that  the  females  so  driven  were  Idlled. 
Messrs.  J.  Stanley-Brown  and  W.  H.  Williams  are  referred 
to  as  stating  that  no  drives  were  made  (in  1891)  nearer  to 
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one  of  tlie  rookeries  (Tolstoi)  on  and  about  wliicli  dead 
pups  were  specially  observed  by  the  British  Commissioners 
(in  1801)  than  an  estimated  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
No  evidence  is  given  to  show  that  the  collection  of  the 
drives  was  limited  to  this  distance  from  the  rookery,  nor 
is  it  stated  that  either  of  these  gentlemen  ever  saw  one  of 
the  drives  of  1891  collected.  Although  the  drives  taken 
from  the  vicinity  of  Tolstoi  are  recorded  as  drives  from 
"Middle  Hill,"  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  slopes  of 
Middle  Hill  and  Tolstoi  are  continuous,  and  the  drivers 
doubtless  go  where  the  seals  they  were  instructed  to  pro- 
cure could  be  obtained, 

{b.)  Epidemic  Disease. — This,  it  is  stated,  is  treated  of  in  united  states 
the  United  States  Case.  It  is,  however,  in  the  place  ^^*^' i*- ^^'^• 
cited,  merely  stated  that  no  sickness  had  been  previously 
observed  among  the  seals  on  the  Pribylotf  Islands,  and 
that  no  dead  adults  were  found.  The  British  Commission- 
ers themselves  make  a  statement  identical  with  the  first 
(l)ara.  3-1).  As  to  the  second,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
tliat  an  epidemic  fatal  to  young  animals  should  be  equally 
fatal  in  the  case  of  adults. 

(c.)  Crushinfj  of  Pups  in  Stampedes. — The  assertion  made    pageoo. 
by  the  United  States  that  no  evidence  is  given  by  the  Brit-    Hriiisi.  com  - 
ish  Commissioners  under  this  head  is  incorrect.     The  Com-  port,"panf8.  331- 
missioners  quote  statements  from  Bryant  (Allen's  Mono-'"^- 
graph)  and    Baron  Nordenskjiild  as  to  the  facility  with 
wliich  stampedes  may  be  caused,  and  their  results.     If 
further  evidence  as  to  thf  general  timidity  of  the  animals 
IS  required,  this  will  be  found  in  the  British  Counter-Case,    r.ritish  Coun- 

{d.)  Maids. — The  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  raidst^'r^C'ise.p. iia. 
is  not  directly  denied  by  the  United  States,  though      "s*'^'*'*'^  • 
1K'»       statements  are  made  for  the  ])uri)ose  of  minimizing 
their  ])robability.     It  is  further  asserted  that  as  the 
dead  pups  were  found  at  several  rookeries,  several  distinct 
raids  would  be  leqniied  to  account  lor  their  occurrence. 
It  will  be  found,  however,  that   large   numbers  of  dead    British  Com. 
inips  were  dis(;overed  ui»on  two  rookeries  onlv,  both  on  St. '"'^'^'""ers'  ite- 

i>       1    I    1         1  1-11       J.1        i>      I-    I     /I       "      •       •  I""<,  paras.  346, 

raul  Island,  as  exjilained  by  tiie  British  Commissioners,      'ni. 

The  facility  with  whicli  raids  might  be  made  without 
any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  guardians  of  the  islands 
is  idustrated,  however,  by  the  following  la(;ts  referring  to 
raids  made  in  18!H)  and  1S{>1,  when  more  than  ordinary 
l)iecautions  against  raids  were  taken, 

'J'he  master  of  the  "(Jhaileiigii"  aiul  two  of  his  crew  nriiish  conn- 
describe  at  length  a  raid  on  St.  (leoige  islainl,  of  which  ),':'^'''{,';;j  'Vi'i"'|- 
nothing  was  known  at  tin-  time  it  was  ma(i<'.  182,184'.'  "'  ''*' 

One  of  the  crew  of  the  "P>ore;iIis"  gives  an  account  of  ibid.,  p.  lat. 
the  raid  of  that  ves.sel  on  Zapadnie  Ilookery,  St.  Paul 
Island,  while  a  cutter,  whose  lights  conid  be  seen,  was 
anchored  within  L'  miles  of  them.  The  raid  was  .snc- 
ce>srnlly  made  without  anything  being  known  of  it  (»n  the 
islands.  The  same  rookery  w:is  raided  in  the  antninn  of 
ISJM)  by  the  "Ad«ie,"  and  iiotliing  was  known  ol'  the  raid 
by  thoe  on  the  i.slands. 
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United  States  ColoiH'l  Mil  nay,  iu  an  affidavit,  refers  to  tlie  two  first- 
Api^nd^x.v'.sVo,  nioiitioiied  raids  as  if  the  people  on  the  islands  Lad  been 
British  <"ou:i  cociiizant  of  them  at  the  time,  and  as  if  one  vessel  had 
dix.  vol.  ii,  pp.  been  at  once  seized,  and  the  other  but  a  short  time  atter- 
^^see^iso United  wards,  but  a  reference  to  the  passages  cited  will  show  that 
states  Case,  Ap  the  raids  mentioned  only  became  known  to  the  authorities, 
^lendix,  vol.  i,  p.  ijjfjjregtly,  niouths  after  their  occurrence. 
Page  91.  The  bodies  of  pups  examined  by  Dr.  Ackerly  were,  as  lie 

British  Com- ^flii^itted,  too  much   decomposed  for   a  correct  autopsy, 
missioners'  Re- They  wcrc,  fiirtlicr,  those  of  pups  which  had  died  in  Sep- 
port,  paras.  352,  ^gjjj^gj.  j^gg^  when  uo  scaling-vesscls  remained  in  Behring 
Sea. 
Ibid.,  paras.     The  body  of  a  pup  found  dead  by  tlie  British  Commis- 
sioners was  examined  by  Dr.  Giinther.    This  was  in  good 
condition,  preserved  in  alcohol.     Dr.  Giinther  was  unable 
to  decide  whether  the  absence  of  food  or  the  condixion  of 
respiratory  organs  was  the  primary  cause  leading  to  death. 
United  states     Thougli  it  was  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanley-Brown  that 
voi'.'i'i.p.^ig!"'""''  I^i"-  Ackerly's  examination  of  the  dead  pups  was  made  iu 
1891 — and  he  was  the  Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  the 
Pribyloff  Islands  in  1892,  and  admits  that  in  that 
117      year  the  number  of  dead  pups  on  Tolstoi  rookery 
was  beyond  the  normal — no  record  is  found  in  his 
affidavit  of  an  examination  in  1892  of  any  of  the  dead  pups 
by  any  authority.     He  seeks,  however,  to  account  for  the 
Crautl'^'^cfs!e*^*  unusual   mortality  in  1892  by  an  entirely  novel    expla- 
388.  '     nation,  in  which  he  states  that  the  pups  in  learning  to 

swim  had  become  exhausted,  and,  wandering  off  and  ly- 
ing down  to  rest,  were  overlooked  by  their  mothers.  A 
comparison  of  the  1892  photographs  of  Tolstoi  rookery 
with  those  of  1891,  show  that  the  dead  pups  covered 
approximately  the  same  area  in  both  years,  and  were  the 
explanation  now  oifered  by  Mr.  Stanley-Brown  the  true 
one,  it  would  also  account  for  the  mortality  among  the 
young  seals  in  1891.  Mr.  Stanley-Brown,  however,  states 
that^ 

Ibid.,  p.  389.      the  location  and  topographic  character  of  this  rookery  have  no  counter- 
part elsewhere  on  the  island ; 

Briti.sh  couu-  but  as  dead  pups  were  reported  to  have  been  found  in  large 

d?x,^voLifp^.'i46;  numbers  on  another  rookery  on  St.  Paul  in  1891,  and  Mr. 

Ma(!Oun  reports  as  many  on  Polavina  rookery  as  on  Tolstoi 

in  1892,  Mr.  Stanley-Brown's  explanation  can  hardly  be  the 

true  one. 

A  glance  at  the  photographs  which  accompany  the  British 
Counter-Case,  will  show  that  the  ground  on  which  dead  pups 
are  to  be  seen  on  Tolstoi  rookery  extends  along  practically 
the  whole  front  of  that  rookery,  and  at  the  time  the  photo- 
graphs were  taken  nearly  all  the  living  seals,  old  and  young, 
were  behind  this  area,  so  that  Mr.  Stanley-Brown's  state- 
ment that  he  has — 

seen  mother  seals  go  up  the  entire  slope  seeking  their  pups 

may  be  taken  as  strictly  true;  but  as  they  must  have  gone 
up  this  slope  in  any  case,  it  can  hardly  be  taken  as  evidence 
that  the  young  ones  had  wandered  away  and  so  been  lost. 
But  if  it  be  true  that  the  pups  on  this  part  of  the  rookery- 
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gTounfl,  wliich  must  be  passed  over  by  all  seals  going  to  any 
other  i)ait  ol  it — 

lie  down  to  rest,  aud  sleep'and  are  overlooked  hj  their  mothers  return- 
ing from  the  sea, 

no  better  explanation  could  be  given  of  the  cause  of  the 
mortality  among  young  seals  on  those  parts  of  the  rookeries, 
on  some  of  which  it  is  not  as  in  this  case  necessary  for  the 
mothers  to  cross  the  ground  upon  which  the  dead  pups 

occurred. 
118  The  statements  as  to  a  great  decrease  in  the  num-    -p^„^  gj 

ber  of  dead  pups  in  1892,  as  compared  with  1891,    Brftisb  coun- 
made  by   United  States,  are  in  direct  contlict  with  the  ^^ibkir' Appen- 
observations  of  Mr.  Macoun,  and  are  contradicted  also  by  dix,  voLi.p.ue. 
the  pliotographs  taken  in  1892  wheu  compared  with  those 
of  1891. 

Mr.  Stanley-Brown  is  quoted  on  this  page  of  the  United    United  states 
States  Counter-Case  as  saying:  p.ass?'^'^'^    ^^*' 

Dead  pnps  were  as  conspicuous  by  their  iufrequency  in  1892  as  by 
their  numerousness  in  1891. 

This  gentleman,  however,  left  the  Pribyloff  Islands  on 
the  14th  August,  1892. 

JJead  pups  were  first  observed  to  be  numerous  and  pho-    British  Coun- 
tographed  on  Tolstoi  by  Mr.  Macoun  19th  August;  though  dTxf v«i.' i^p.ue: 
photographs  taken  8th  August  by  Mr.  Maynard  show  that 
large  numbers  of  dead  pups  were  lying  on  that  rookery  at 
that  date. 

Mr.  Stanley-Brown  admits  that  in  1892  the  number  of    united  states 
dead  pups  on  this  rookery  was  "beyond  the  nornml."    He c^;j^'"tert;ase,  p. 
devotes  more  than  a  page  of  his  aitidavit  appended  to  the 
United  States  Counter-Case  to  endeavouring  to  explain  it, 
in  the  manner  already  noticed. 

Colonel  Murray,  next  quoted  in  the  United  States  Coun- 
ter-Case, says: 

I  went  over  the  rookeries  carefully  lookiuj?  for  dead  ]>ui)s.  The  ibid.,  p. 378. 
largest  number  on  any  rookery  occurred  on  Tolstoi,  but  here,  as  on  the 
rookeries  generally,  but  few  of  them  were  to  be  seen  as  compared  with 
last  year.  'J'his  was  the  iirst  time  in  my  four  seasons'  vesideuco  on  the 
islands  that  the  number  of  dead  pups  was  not  greater  than  could  be 
accounted  fcjr  by  natural  causes. 

Colonel  Murray  gives  no  date.  That  his  visit  to  Tolstoi 
was  before  the  date  of  the  departure  of  Mr.  Stanley-Brown 
from  the  islands  is  evident,  as  Mr.  Stanley-Brown,  asabos'e 
noted,  descril)es  the  mortality  as  beyond  the  normal. 

Mr.  A.  \V.  Lavender's  statement  as  to  the  i)ractical  i>,,go02. 
absence  of  dead  i)ui)s  on  St.  Ccorge  in  18t>2  coincides  with  j^^.^.^,^  ^^^^^^ 
Mr.  Macoun's  observations.  The  same  circnnistance  was  t.M.Ca«e,  Apimu- 
])articnlarly  observed  in  the  ease  of  the  similar  mortality  """';■"'•*' i'''*"- 
in  1S91.  And  such  mortality  is  n-lern-d  to  in  none  of  the  J^^I^^^^J'p^^','";;"- 
aflidavits  in  Apjx'ndix  to  United  States  Case  which  refer  ^j^.,.J,  ,.^,,j. 
to  St.  (Jeorge  Island  in  that  vear.  This  circumslanee,  in  misHiomTH' k  e- 
faet,  strongly  sni)|)orts  llie  i)elier  that  the  mortabty  i,, '-"•  i"*--"-^^"  *' 
neither  year  ccmhl  iiavc  been  duo  to  the  killing  of  mothers 
at  sea. 

B   Hj  I'T   X 7 
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rage  02.         119  Professor  Evermann's  statement,  next  quoted  in 

the  United  States  Counter-Case,  as  to  tbe  number 

Hiitish  Conn-  of  dead  pups  ou  Polavina  rookery,  refers  to  a  visit  made  by 

dtx.^'or'ifp.'u5.'  him  to  that  rookery  early  in  tlie  season  (2L^nd  July),  in  cora- 

l)any  witii  Mr.  Macoun.     His  statement  of  number  seen  at 

that  time  practically  agrees  with  that  given  by  Mr.  Macoun, 

who  says — 

Ibid  D  146  Professor Evermann,     ....     who  was  with  me  at  this  time,  and 

'   '  who  counted  129  dead  pups,  thouj^ht,  with  me,  tliat,  if  so  many  were 

to  be  seen  at  the  outer  edjjre  of  the  rookery-gi'ouud,  the  whole  num- 

her  must  be  very  great,  and  about  a  mouth  later  (20th  August)  I  had 

ample  proof  that  this  was  the  case. 

Ibid.  Mr.  Macoun,  however,  further  says  that  later  in  the  sea- 

son there  were  nearly  or  quite  as  many  dead  pups  on  Pola- 
vina rookery  as  on  Tolstoi;  and  a  native  who  was  with  him 
at  the  time  of  his  visit  told  him  that  there  were  then  more 
dead  pups  on  Polavina  than  were  on  Tolstoi  in  1891. 

United  States     Professor  Everiuanii  made  but  this  one  visit  to  Polavina 
C"""F/^„Ca8e,  ^22nd  July).     He  visited  Tolstoi  rookery  the  following  day 
"    ■         (2;ird  July),  and  tinally  left  St.  Paul  Island  (24th  July) 
more  than  two  weeks  before  the  time  dead  pups  in  con 
siderable  number  were  first  noted  on  Tolstoi  rookery. 

Page 93.  The  statement  made  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case 

to  the  eftect  that  sealing-vessels  were  not  present  in  Beh- 
ring  Sea  in  1892,  coincides  with  that  specially  adverted  to 
in  the  British  Counter-Case  (p.  213);  but  it  is  maintained 
that  the  recurrence  of  a  like  mortality  of  pups  in  that  year, 
absolutely  confirms  the  deduction  arrived  at  by  the  British 
Commissioners  in  1891,  that  this  could  in  no  way  be  con- 
nected with  pelagic  sealing;  and  tiuit  it  therefore  cannot 
be  interpreted  in  the  manner  now  endeavoured  to  be  done 
in  the  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States. 

The  alleged  increase,  next  affirmed  in  the  United  States 
Counter-Case,  in  number  of  dead  pups  on  the  Commander 
Islands  in  late  years,  is  not  confirmed  by  Mr.  Macoun's 
inquiries  on  these  islands  made  in  1892.  No  such  increase 
was  admitted,  by  those  on  the  islands,  to  have  occurred, 

British^conn  though  pclagic  Sealing  had  then  for  the  first  time  been  prac- 
dlx, v^oT'i,  p^Ms.  tised  to   a  considerable  extent  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
islands. 

Pages  93,94.    120  It  is  uext  Stated  in  the  United  States  Counter- 

Case  that — 

the  destructiveness  of  the  Behring  Sea  catch,  as  compared  with  that 
in  the  North  Pacitic,  is  further  shown  by  the  relative  sizes  of  such 
catches. 

With  the  object  of  endeavouring  to  prove  the  assertion 
just  quoted,  attention  is  drawn  to  certain  Tables  contained 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  United  States  Counter-Case,  com- 
piled from  statistics  given  in  the  British  Commissioners' 
Report.  In  these  Tables  the  annual  totals  of  skins  are  cor- 
rect, and  the  proportions  taken  within  and  without  Behring 
Sea  are  also  correct, — the  number  of  vessels  is  correctly 
given  in  one  instance;  but,  as  the  average  catch  per  vessel 
and  per  day  for  the  total  number  of  years  has  apparently 
been  obtained  by  the  erroneous  method  of  averaging  the 
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anrmal  averages  given  by  the  Commissioners,  none  of  these  ^,,5^^^  g^^^^g 
figures  are  correct.  The  following  corrected  Tables  are  count,  r  case, 
therefore  presented  to  take  the  place  of  those  given  in  the^i'i^^"'^^'^-'^^^- 
United  States  Counter-Case: 

Tables  of  Catches. 
SPRING  AND  COAST  CATCHES. 


Tear. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Number 
of  Skins. 

A  verage 
Number 

per 
Vessel. 

Average 
Number 
per  Day. 

]  S89                                

22 
29 
42 

12, 371 
21.  390 

20,  727 

562 
Til 
493 

4.3 

IHHO                        

0.4 

1891 

H.6 

Totals  and  averages  for  three  years. . 

93 

54, 488 

586 

4.3 

BEHRING  SEA  CATCHES. 


Tear. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Ntamber 
of  Skins. 

Average 
Number 

per 
Vessel. 

Average 
Number 
per  Day. 

1889           

16 

23 
44 

15, 497 

18, 165 

28, 8«8 

968 

789 
656 

16.1 

1890 

13.1 

1891     

10.9 

Totals  and  averages  for  three  years. . 

83 

62, 550 

753  1            12.5 

121  But  when  it  is  attempted  to  deduce  an  average    rages  93, 04. 

take  per  diem  for  each  vessel  from  these  hgures, 
several  imiiortant  considerations  are  lost  sight  of.  It  is 
particularly  to  be  noted  that  the  conditions  are  such  that 
the  sealing  voyages  made  to  the  south  of  the  Strait  of  Fiica 
in  the  winter  and  early  spring  would  not  in  themselves  be  united  states 
remunerative.  They  are  made  because  no  other  occupation"  ApiM-'ldix!  'pp.' 
otlers  for  the  sealing- vessels,  while  a  certain  advantage  is24G,'ji7. 
to  be  gained  by  going  early  to  sea,  and  thus  vsecuring  the 
pick  of  the  j)e]agic  hunters.  The  diagram  lacing  p.  -2  of 
the  British  (.'ommissioiiers'  Keport  illustrates  tliis  very 
clearly.  The  circum.stances  are  further  explaiiH'd  in  i)ara. 
ns.'J,  and  in  ])ara.  ]'.V2  of  the  same  IJepoit,  where  it  is  shown 
that  only  the  months  of  May  and  June  are  those  in  which 
large  numbers  of  skins  have  so  far  usually  been  taken  out- 
side Behring  Sea.  Thus,  a  daily  a\('rage  based  on  the 
whole  time  during  which  a  sealingvessel  is  at  sea,  of  which 
time  some  months  are,  as  a  rule,  barely  remunerative,  does 
not  alford  any  fair  coinparis(»n  of  the  numbei'  of  seals  taken 
in  a  given  number  of  days  without  and  within  liehring 
Sea,  nor  of  the  "<lestructiveness"  of  the  catch  in  the  two 
areas.  Unfortunately,  the  methods  of  conducting  the 
industry  have  not  enalded  data  to  be  obtained  upon  whi(!li 
a  comparative  Talde  of  monthly  calehrs  of  seals  jit  sea  can 
be  drawn  uj). 

The  third  ]»roi)osition   formulated  by  the  United  States    ''nges*- 
for  rebuttal  is: 
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"3.  That  the  waste  of  seal  life  resultinf/  from  pelagic  sealing 
is  insigniJicantJ'' 

rages  94, 05.         Statements  collected  by  the  British  Commissioners,  and 
here  referred  to,  wlii(;li  assert  the  enoinioiis  loss  of  seals  by 
pelajiic  hunters,  form  ])art  of  a  general  discussion  of  losses. 
nu'iom-rs^R™  ^^^^^'  British  Commissioners  exjilain  that  they  liave  been  at 
port, pp. 82',  G14.   pains  to  collect  and  examine  all  the  statements  upon  which 
a  theory  of  great  losses  at  sea  have  been  based  up  to  the 
date  at  which  their  Eeport  was  written.    They  have  sum- 
marized these  in  para.  014  of  their  Report,  thinking  it  bet- 
ter to  trace  such  assertions  back  to  their  sources,  rather  than 
to  depend  on  the  rhetorical  expressions  of  newspapers,  «&c., 
■which  afforded  at  the  time  the  only  other  basis  for  the  alle- 
gations of  extraordinary  losses  at  sea. 
Page  95.  122  In  proceeding  to  set  out  the  testimony  of  persons 

who  have  actually  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing,  the 
Briti.'^h  Com-  Commissiouers  i)oint  out  that  the  interest  of  such  persons 
port,' paras.  615- is  a  factor  to  be  allowed  for;  but  they  also  point  out  that 
^2®-  the  statements  are  given  over  the  signatures  of  those  mak- 

ing them,  in  a  formal  way,  and  are  to  be  considered  of  "  a 
much  higher  order  of  accuracy  "  than  those  before  referred 
to.  Advantage  is,  however,  taken,  in  the  Counter-Case 
presented  by  the  United  states,  of  this  critical  remark  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Commissioners,  to  designate  the 
evidence  as  that  of  "interested  parties." 

The  assertion  is  next  made  in  the  United  States  Counter- 
Case  that — 

the  Commissioners  then  present  [on  the  subject  of  losses  of  seals  at 
sea]  a  number  of  statements  collected  from  inexperienced  individuals. 

A  reference  to  the  paragraphs  of  the  Commissioners' 
Eeport  thus  alluded  to  by  the  United  States  will  show  how 
entirely  incorrect  the  assertion  as  to  "inexperience"  is. 
Page  96,  It  is  scarccly  ueccssary  to  pursue  in  detail  the  discussion 

of  the  facts  respecting  losses  at  sea,  on  this  page  of  the 
United  States  Counter-Case.  A  few  observations  may, 
however,  be  made  upon  it. 

In  introducing  their  Table,  showing  the  actual  numerical 
losses  of  seals  by  a  number  of  sealers,  the  British  Commis- 
sioners do  not  say — 
an  endeavour  was  then  made  to  "elucidate  the  question,"  &g. 

The  statement  made  is  as  follows: 

British  Com-     It  has  been  endeavoured,  however.  stU I  further  to  elucidate  the  qnes- 
missiouers'   Re   tion  here  considered  by  tabulating  all  the  well-authenticated  state- 
port,  para.  627.     ments  referring  to   the   actual   number  of  fur-seals   shot,   and  the 
proportion  lost. 

Again,  the  white  hunters  do  not — 
affirm  that  they  lose  but  4  per  cent,  of  the  seals  they  kill. 

This  percentage  is  a  calculation  based  on  the  numbers  of 
seals  shot  and  lost,  or  shot  and  recovered,  as  stated  by  the 
hunters. 

The  affirmations  as  to  the  proportion  lost  are  contained  in 

the  preceding  statements,  with  respect  to  the  value  of  which 

a  remark  made  in  the  opening  lines  of  para.  627  refers. 

The  numerical  statements  here  combined  and  tabu- 

123      lated  represent  nearly  10,000  seals,  and  no  criterion 
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of  similar  accuracy  bad  heretofore  been  offered  on  tlie  sub- 
ject under  discussion.  If  any  doubt  remained,  in  view  of 
this  Table,  as  to  the  small  pereentaiie  of  seals  actually  lost, 
it  is  entirely  removed  by  the  still  more  extended  Table  of 
the  same  kind  printed  in  the  Appendix  of  the  British  tercale,  Appen- 
Counter-Case.  fl'e^"^  ^  ^^' 

It  is  here  further  stated  in  the  United  States  Counter-  '  ' 
Case  that — 

the  Table  entitled  "White  Hunters"  is  averaged,  while  the  Table 
entitled  "Indian  Hunters"  is  not,  for  fhe  obvious  reason  that  these 
Indians  appear  to  have  lost  twice  as  many  seals  as  the  whites,  which  is 
in  direct  contradiction  of  the  statements  quoted  iu  the  Report,  tfcc. 

The  suggestion  as  to  the  reason  why  the  Table  entitled 
"  Indian  Ilunters  "  is  not  averaged  is  wholly  incorrect.  In 
the  first  place,  it  includes  but  381)  seals  in  all,  being  a  num- 
ber too  small  to  afford  an  average  of  much  value;  while,  of 
this  number,  184  (taken  by  three  witnesses)  are  stated  to 
have  been  secured  without  any  loss.  But  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  if  a  correct  percentage  be  struck  from  this  small 
Table,  it  will  be  found  that  in  taking  389  seals  not  more 
than  14,  or  3.6  per  cent.,  were  lost  by  sinking.  The  state- 
ment made  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case  that  these 
Indians  lost  8  out  of  every  100  has  evidently  been  arrived 
at  by  adding  together  the  few  percentages  that  are  given 
and  dividing  the  total  by  the  number  of  hunters,  a  method 
clearly  erroneous. 

Building  upon  this  error,  it  is  next  attempted  to  show, 
that  if  Indians  lose  8  (3.6)  per  cent,  of  the  seals  they  kill, 
the  white  hunters  lose  five  times  as  many,  or  40  jjcr  cent, 
of  the  seals  they  kill.    In  support  of  this  Captains  Warren, 
Petit,  and  others,  who  say  that  Indians  lose  less  than  1  per 
cent,  while  white  hunters  lose  about  5  per  cent.,  are  quoted; 
but  on  referring  to  the  affidavits  made  by  these  gentlemen,    British    Case, 
it  will  be  seen  tliat  the  loss  by  Indians  mentioned  by  them,  Hi'''*lVu'^;,  j ,^g"|{ 
refers  to  seals  killed  with  tliesi)eai',  and  such  losses  are  not  states  No.  2 
])roi)('r]y  compai'able  witli  those  resulting  from  tiie  use  of  BriUsU  cvimmu- 
the  gun.     The  Table  of  losses  by  Indians  presented  by  the«'""«'''s'.  K^-port, 
British  Commissioners  shows  their  loss  when  using  shot-    ^^^^  ^^,v' -^■ 
guns. 

Attention  is  then  called  by  the  United  States,  on  the    P«ge»7. 
next  piige   of   their   C<uintor-Case,   to   tiie  circumstance 
that  it  is  not  definitely  stated  in  each  case  by  the  British 
(.'oniniissioners  whether  the  seals  lost  are  those  lost 
124      by  sinking  ])efore  recovery,  when  kilh'd,  or  whether 
such  as  may  have  escaped  after  having  been  wounded 
are  included.     Tlie  availabh;  data  were  unfortunately  not 
sufTicicnt  to  determine  this  with  accuracy  iu  all  cases,  but 
iu   view  of   the   statement  advanced   in  the  Case  of  the    ,  „i,,,,,  stHtoa 
United  States,  to  the  <'ffect  tliat  66  jx-r  cent,  of  all  seals  cuh.-,  p.  1%. 
liilled  are  lost  by  sinking  before  reco\'ery,  the  element  of 
uncertainty  thus  introdnced   it  too  minute  to  be  of  impor- 
tance.    As  it  stands,  tlie  'l';il)le  is  sullicient  to  sliow  tliat 
the   statement   made  on   this  subject  in   the  case  of  the 
United  Stat(;s  is  wholly  incorrect. 

In  later  statements  of  sealers  care  lias,  however,  been  BHtmh  co.in- 
taken  to  sej)arate  tlie  two  sources  of  l(»ss  above  mHikmmI  f o,  jix,  vol.  u,  p.  e. 
and  in  eliminating  the  loss  due  to  the  escape  of  wounded 
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seals,  that  lesnltiug  from  sinking  alone  becomes  reduced 
(on  a  mucli  larger  number  of  seals)  to  about  3.1  per  cent. 
See  remarks  iu  A  further  reference  is  then  made  by  the  United  States 
case'^p  m'"^^"^  *®  ^^^  omission  by  the  British  Commissioners  of  any  sta- 
tistics respecting  tlie  loss  of  wounded  seals  which  may 
escape  capture.  This  is  a  subject  upon  which  it  is  evi- 
dently im])ossible  to  obtain  precise  figures.  The  Commis- 
sioners' reference  in  this  connection  to  the  number  of  shots 
found  in  seals  killed  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands  is  next 
criticized.     It  is  said : 

Page  98.  The  notion  that  the  carcass  of  every  seal  killed  on  the  islands  is 

searched  for  encysted  bullets  is  sufficiently  absurd,  but  it  seems  to  be 
assumed  in  the  reasoning  of  the  Commissioners. 

British  Com-     It  will,  howcvcr,  be  fouud,  on  referring  to  this  allusion 
port,parr62a*  by  the  Commissioners,  that  allowance  was  made  for  the 
causes  referred  to  by  the  United  States. 
British  Conn-     111  later  Statements  published  in   connection  with  tlie 
ter-caae,  pp.  192, -gj.|^lgj^  CouuterCase,  carc  has  been  taken  to  obtain  all 
information   possible  on   the  subject  of   seals   shot  and 
wounded,  and  which  escape;  and  though,  as  above  noted, 
di™voi  u^^®°'it  is  a  subject  not  susceptible  of  accurate  numerical  treat- 
ii-i:i)°'    '    ^'  ment,  the  number  so  lost  is  found  to  be  exceedingly  small. 
British  Com-     gtill  further,  as  stated  in  the  British  Counter-Case,  it  is 
ase.p.     .    ^^^  liiiown  that  the  loss  of  a  certain  proportion  of  wounded 
wild  animals  has  ever  previously  been  advanced  as  a  reason 
for  the  disuse  of  the  gun   as    a  means   of  taking  such 
animals. 
United  states  125  Mr.  Towuscnd,  who  was  attached  to  the  steamer 

A""'eudix^"^^^'  "  Corwin  "  during  the  summer  of  1892,  volunteered 

39i,2io.  '  '  to  act  as  seal-hunter,  and  is  quoted  in  support  of  the  asser- 
tion made  by  the  United  States,  that  the  number  of  seals 
lost  by  wounding  is  great.  His  experiments  as  a  "  pelagic 
sealer  "  are  too  few  and  too  unskilled  to  afford  any  useful 
evidence  on  the  subject. 
Ibid., p. 395.  ^  part,  at  least,  of  Mr.  Towusend's  loss  by  wounding  is 
accounted  for  when  he  says,  referring  to  the  wounded  seals 
which  escaped : 

At  tirst  I  blamed  the  ineftectnal  firing  of  the  cartridges,  but  the 
cartridges  proved  all  right  as  soon  as  I  learned  to  aim  at  the  head, 
and  not  at  the  animal  as  a  whole. 

ihid.,  p.  208  et     ^n  analysis  of  Captain  Hooper's  Report,  and  the  Table 

**'^"  accom])anying  it,  shows  that  between  the  27th  July  and 

the  loth  August,  when  one  of  the  seal  hunters  carried  by 

Connt^T^cVs^  t^^  ''  tJorwin  "  was  in  Unalaska,  and  the  other  was  unwell. 

Appendix,  vol.  i',  Mr.  Towiisend  and  a  quartermaster  acted  as  hunters  and 

^'^°^'  took  eighteen   seals,  losing  four  by  sinking.     These  four 

were  killed  from  the  dingy,  a  small,  clumsy  ship's  boat,  in 

no  way  adapted  for  seal-hunting,  in  charge  of  a  man  with 

British    coun-Q„g  (i^y's  exi)i'rience  as  a  seal  hunter.     Between  the  10th 

ter  Case,  Apppn-    .  "^  ,     ',        ,v^     .     .  .     .  i  ^  j 

dix,  vol.  11,  p.  134.  August  and  the  21st  August  eighteen  seals  were  captured 
by  Hodgson  the  seal-hunter;  in  taking  these  he  lost  but 
one  by  sinking,  of  which  he  says:  ''That  one  I  shot  at  a 
long  distance,  from  45  to  50  yards."  Five  other  seals  were 
taken  during  this  time,  but  by  whom  is  not  stated,  presum- 
ably by  Mr.  Townsend  or  the  "  quartermaster,"  and  one 
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was  lost  by  sinldng.    Captain  Hooper  then  says:   "Oar 

total  loss  by  sinking  and  wonnding-  was  36  per  cent."    But 

in  wbat  way  a  knowledge  was  gained  tbat  any  seals  were 

seriously  wounded,  or  wounded  at  all,  and  so  lost,  is  not 

stated.    No  reference  is  made  in  the  United  States'  Conn-  c^uL^fercf^e 

ter-Case  to  the  sealing  operations  carried  on  by  the  United  Appeudix,  p.'234. 

States  ship  "Eush"  during  the  month  of  August,  which 

resulted  in  the  taking  of  seven  seals,  with  none  lost  by 

sinking,  though  five  were  reported  to  have  been  wounded; 

how  this  was  known  is  not  stated. 

In  view  of  such  statements  as  those  above  noticed,  the    ^^s^^^- 
United  States  here  sum  ui>  by  denying — (1)  that  the  per- 
centage of  female  seals  in  the  pelagic  catch  is  not  large; 

(2)  that  pelagic  sealing  in  Behring  Sea  is  not  as 
126      destructive  to  seal  life  as  in  the  North  Pacific;  and 

(3)  that  the  waste  of  life  resulting  from  pelagic  seal- 
ing is  insignificant. 


"Second." 


"Matters  upon  which  the  Report  relies  to  estab- 
lish Conclusions  advanced  therein,  and  to  for- 
mulate THE  llEGULATIONS  RECOMMENDED,  WHICH 
matters  have   NOT  BEEN   DEALT  WITH   IN   THE  CASE 

OF  THE  United  States." 


"Habits  of  the  Fur-seals." 
"1.  That  theAlaslian  Seal-herd  has  a  definite  winter  habitat.''^ 

The  title  above  quoted,  given  to   this   section   of  the    rageioo. 
United  States  Counter-Case,  which  is  stated  to  be  in  dis- 
cussion of  a  proposition  conveyed  in  the  Keport  of  the 
British   (Jomiiiissloners,  contains   the    exi)ressi()n    "Alas- 
kan seal  herd,"  which  it  has  been  jtointedout  in  the  British    British   Conn- 
Connter  Case  is  in  its  terms  wholly  nusleading,  and  is  not ''"•^'''^e,  p.  119. 
admitted  as  an  appropriate  name  for  the  fur-seals  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Nortli  Pacific. 

It  is.  to  be  noted  that  the  migiation  chart  (No.  3)  origi- 
nally i)rcsentcd  with  tlio  United  States  Case  is  incorrect, 
as  is  sh(»wn  by  the  changes  introduced  in  the  new  chart 
now  substituted  for  tlie  first  in  tiie  (Jounter-(Jase  of  the 
United  Stales.  Tiiislatter  chart  approximates  moie  nearly 
to  that  origimilly  iiicsented  by  tlu'  iiiitish  ('ommis>.ioners, 
but  in  the  light  of  <'videii(M' obtained  by  these  Commission- 
ers and  that  aflbrded  by  a<lditional  facts  set  forth  in  the 
British  C«ninter  (^ase,  it  still  recpiires  further  correction. 

It  is  i)articularly  to  be  noted,  that  neither  the  migratiou 
charts  i)rodnccd  by  the  United  States  is  vouched  for  by 
any  scientific  or  exjiert  authority.  They  are  said  nuMely 
to  be  "comy)ilati(>iis  based  on  evidence,"  &c.  Though  both 
charts  (witl>  other  maps  contained  in  the  United  Stat(^^ 
Case  and  Counter-Case)  bear  the  signature  of  T.  C.  Men- 


rage  100. 
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denhall,  Superintendent  of  the  United  States'  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  this  is  purely  formal  and  is  attached 

127  as   a  matter  of  routine  to  maps  issued  from  the 
Department  in  question,  and  not   as  in  any  way 

vouching  the  accuracy  of  the  data  from  which  the  maps 
are  compiled. 

In  this  respect,  the  map  prepared  and  presented  by  the 
British  Commissoners  ditters  widely.  It  is  explained  and 
adopted  by  them  in  their  Eeport  as  correct  to  tlie  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief.  As  the  British  Commissioners 
make  themselves  thus  personally  responsible  for  their 
map,  the  remarks  made  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case 
as  to  the  absence  of  detailed  evidence  upon  which  the  map 
is  based  are  not  justified. 
Pago  101.  The  peculiar  method  of  argument  employed  in  the  United 

States  Counter-Case,  by  which  any  deduction  arrived  at 
by  the  British  Commissioners  is  characterized  as  a  "  theo- 
retical proposition"  or  "position,"  and  is  discussed  before 
the  facts  obtained  are  noticed,  is  again  well  exemplified  on 
this  page. 

It  is  thus  under  this  head,  in  the  first  place,  asserted  by 
the  United  States  that — 

the  theoretical  proposition  of  an  animal  possessing  two  homes  is  contrary 
to  wliat  has  been  observed  in  respect  to  the  habits  of  animals  in 
general. 

British  coun-  As  to  this  propositiou,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
tei-case,  p.  152.  ju^gj-gg^ ju  g  Statement  on  this  subject  made  by  Dr.  Merriam, 
one  of  the  United  States  Commissioners,  writing  as  a  natu- 
ralist; and  it  is  confidently  affirmed  that  no  unprejudiced 
naturalist  wjll  be  found  to  deny  the  existence  of  two 
"homes"  in  the  case  of  a  regularly  migratory  animal. 

Dr.  Merriam's  remarks,  here  particularly  referred  to, 
relate  to  migratory  birds,  the  analogy  between  which  and 
the  fur-seal  has  been  clearly  pointed  out  by  Professor 
vo'mber'iss'g  '^°"  Augell.  If  the  "  home"  of  any  animal  be  merely  its  breed- 
ing resort,  any  rights  which  may  be  supposed  to  flow  from 
the  possession  of  such  "home"  would  rest  in  the  case  of 
many  of  the  migratory  birds,  (and  particularly  of  the 
economically  important  water-fowl)  of  North  America, 
exclusively  in  Canada. 

If,  again,  the  term  "  home"  be  considered  as  equivalent 

to  that  of  "habitat,"  as  technically  employed  by  naturalists, 

it  will  be  found  that  the  most  trustworthy  and  eminent 

authorities  are  united  in  defining  the  habitat  of  a 

128  migratory  animal  as  including  the  whole  of  the  area 
over  which  it  normally  ranges. 

The  statement  made  by  the  British  Commissioners,  as 

the  result  of  their  investigations,  in  respect  to  the  summer 

and  winter  "homes"  of  the  fur-seal,  is  next  found  fault 

with  because  the  names  of  their  informants  are  not  spe- 

British  Com- cifically  detailed.     A  reference  to  the  British   Commis- 

pirt,'°para8.  n5^  ^ioners'  Eeport  will  show  that  they  have  given,  in  what  is 

187.'  believed  to  be  sufficiently  great  detail,  an  account  of  the 

evidence  upon  which  the  "winter  home"  of  the  fur  seals 

has  been  defined  by  them.     It  is  not  true  that  the  names 

of  their  informants  are  not  given.    A  number  of  these 
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informants  are  named,  and  the  detailed  statements  of  some 
of  them  are  iiichided  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report.  The 
facts,  ascertained  in  interviews  with  natives  along  the 
coast,  are  given  in  abstract. 

On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  no  such  imputations  are 
made  respecting  the  basis  of  the  migration-maps  oti'ered 
in  the  Case  and  Counter-Case  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
in  fact  believed  that  the  errors  occurring  in  the  first,  and 
those  which  still  remain  in  the  second,  editions  of  this 
map  are  due  merely  to  imperfect  information,  and  a  refer- 
ence to  the  data  upon  which  these  maps  are  constructed 
fully  bears  out  this  belief. 

How  the  statement  can  be  made  on  this  page  of  the 
United  States  Counter-Case,  that  the  British  Commis- 
sioners "entirely  overlooked"  the  important  fact  that  full- 
grown  bull  seals  are  not  found  to  the  south  of  the  50th 
parallel,  is  inexplicable.  This  fact  was  ascertained  as  the 
result  of  their  own  investigations.  It  is  clearly  set  forth 
in  para.  193  of  tieir  Keport,  and  characterized  there  as  a 
"noteworthy  and  interesting  fact." 

The  further  statement  that  the  Commissioners  do  not 
anywhere  state — 

that  they  ever  heard  of  a  full-grown  male  below  the  56th  parallel, 
the  assumed  noithern  limit  of  the  winter  habitat  which  they  have 
created, 

is  broadly  incorrect,  as  a  reference  to  the  Eeport  will  show.    British  com 
As  the  line  drawn  on  the  new  migration-chart  now  olfered  |JJ'^t',"'i"a'ral  m- 
by  the  United  States  to  represent  the  southern  limit  of  the  iso. ' 
range  of  full-grown  males  is  not  supported  by  any  evidence,      ^^*  ^  * 
it  appears  unnecessary  to  follow  the  argument  based  on 
this,  and  on  the  erroneous  statement  just  referred 
129      to;  but  it  may  be  pointed  out,  that  even  on  the  incor-    page  102. 

rect  assumption  made,  i.  e.,  that  full-grown  bulls  are 
seldom  seen  south  of  Baranolf  Island,  and  that  the  "win- 
ter home,"  reJerred  to  by  the  British  Commissioners,  is 
therefore  not  that  of  the  full-grown  males: 

1.  That  this  does  not  assist  the  further  assertion  made 
to  depend  on  it  that  su(;li  males  have  no  "home"  but  the 
Pribylotf  Islands;  and 

2.  That  whatever  rights  may  flow  from  position,  prox- 
imity of  teiritoiy,  or  food  consumed  by  the  fur-seals,  may 
be  held  equally  on  animals  of  either  sex  or  any  age,  the 
numher  being  the  jirincipal  consideration,  i)articularly  in 
respect  to  the  consumption  of  food  fishes. 

Stress  is  laid  in  tlie  United  States  Counter-(Jase  on  the    Pugoa  102,10:$. 
fact  tliat  sealing  is  combu-ted  to  a  certain  extent  south- 
ward along  the  North  American  coast,  as  far  as  Califoinia, 
and  it  a|)y»ears  to  be  considei-ed  that  this  fact  in\ali(lates 
the  migrationniap  printed   in  the  British  (Commissioners' 
Be])ort.     An  examination  of  this  map  and  of  tlu;  Report    j^riimh  nom- 
will,  howevei-,  show   that  it  has  been  fnlly  recognized,  and  iniHMi<.iiir«^  itP- 
was  considered  and  paif i(  iilaily  mentioned  by  the  (!ommis- ,',"IIi  p^IIh. '  1&B2, 
sioneis.     It  was  veiy  clearly  not  the  |>urpose  of  the  (Com- '*'"'• 
missioners  in  this  map  to  indicate  the  whole  vast  region  of 
ocean  which  might  at  any  time  be  resorted  to  by  any  fur- 
seals,  but  to  distinguish   and   make  i»lain,  as   the  facta 
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obtained  by  tbeiu  enabled  them  to  do,  tbe  principal  resorts 

of  tlie  fur-seal  at  various  seasons,  and  tbe  main  routes  cov- 

Hvitish  Conn-  eied  during  its  migration.     Further  evidence  since  obtained 

In'x^voi'  ^/''"'"'  tends  fully  to  confirm  these  main  facts  as  represented  iu 

43-iou."  '    '      '  the  migration-map  of  tbe  British  Commissioners. 

United  states     It  will  further  be  remembered,  that  iu  tbe  Case  of  the 
Case,  p.  129.        United  States,  evidence  is  brought  forward  to  show  that 
the  Californian  fur-seal  is  an  animal  wholly  difterent  from 
the  northern  fur-seal  proper;  while  tbe  British  Commis- 
sioners, tbougb  not  aware  of  the  conclusions  at  whicb  Fro- 
aixl^TOi. i, p?4oo°' ff  ssor  Allen  was  about  to  arrive  on   this  subject,  have 
British  Com-  themselves  independently  recorded  their  belief  that  the  fur- 
ll!i!^f'",r.'!?I  ^,'on'^t'als  noted  as  breeding  on  the  Californian  coast  could  not 
191.  well  have  taken  part  in  the  mam  migration. 

Page  104.  The  statement  made  on  this  page  of  the  United  States 

Counter-Case,  and  based  on  evidence  quoted  by  the  British 
Commissioners,  that  Captains  Kelly  and  Petit  have  followed 
the  seals  "along"  the  British  Columbian  coast,  has 
Page  104.         130      nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  under  discussion,  for  it 
is  fully  understood  and  explained  in  the  British  Com- 
missioners' Report  that  a  northward  movement  sets  in 
among  the  seals  in  the  spring. 

The  further  statement  that — 

the  distribution  of  the  Alaskan  seal-herd  is  much  more  scattered  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  than  is  implied  by  the  Report,  and  the  range 
of  position  of  the  herd  is  much  further  south  and  west  than  appears 
on  the  Commissioners'  chart  of  migration, 

shows  merely  a  misconception  of  the  nature  of  these  state- 
ments and  of  that  chart.  No  chart,  map,  or  diagram  show- 
ing the  result  of  observations  of  natural  phenomena,  sucli 
as  those  of  migration,  winds,  rainfall,  &c.,  in  a  general 
way,  is  so  framed  as  to  include  all  exceptional  cases. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note,  by  the  statements  made  on  this 
page  of  the  Counter-Case,  that  the  United  States — twenty- 
five  years  after  having  come  into  possession  of  Alaska — 
have  in  1892  for  the  first  time  taken  some  measures  to 
ascertain  the  migration  routes  of  the  fur-seal;  and  though 
the  investigations  thus  carried  out  by  Captain  Hooper,  in 
a  single  vessel,  do  not  aflbrd  evidence  of  a  character  com- 
parable with  that  obtained  by  the  British  Commissioners 
from  the  numerous  pelagic  sealers  and  the  native  peoples 
inhabiting  the  coasts,  they,  nevertheless,  possess  some 
Ijoints  of  interest. 

These  investigations  are  referred  to  in  a  foot-note  to  this 
page  of  the  United  States  Counter  Case,  and  it  will  be 
found  on  consulting  Captain  Hooper's  Eeport,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, thit  w'herever  he  speaks  of  actual  observations, 
his  statements  are  in  accord  with  those  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners.    He  thus  writes: 

United  States      But  a  small  part  of  the  entire  herd  goes  to  the  coasts  of  California 

Coiinter-Caae,  and  Oregon.     Many  seals  reach  the  coast  further  north,  some  of  them 

232'^37()  ^^  coming  out  through  the  passes,  but  going  no  doubt  direct  to  thf  coast 

'       '  of  Washington,  and  even  further  north.     In  188G,  during  apiissage  in  the 

United  States  revenue-steamer  "Rush,"  Jrom  Puget  Sound  to   I  ua- 

laska,  where  we  arrived  on  the  19th  .January,  /  saw  fur-seals  ncarli/ 

every  day,  the  vessel  having  passed  through  the  herd  then   on   its 

migration  from  the  passes  to  the  coast,  and  extending  entirely  across 

the  Pacific  Ocean. 
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Captaiu  Hooper  does   not  state  whether  the  voyage 
referred  to  was  made  outside  or  iuside  Vancouver 

131  and  the  Queen  Charlotte  Ishinds,  but  in  either  case    '^^s^  lo*- 
his  observations  accord  perfectly  with  those  depended 

on  by  the  British  Coinmissiouers. 

He  further  states,  in  two  places,  that  the  arrival  (orco^nt*g^-ca**f 
appearance)  of  seals  upon  the  coast  is  directly  related  to  Appendix,  pp 
that  of  the  coming  of  the  smelts,  herring,  and  ulachan.  ^'^British  Com 
This  statement  may  be  compared  with  those  made  in  the  ™'^^'0"«'"'  R^ 
British  Commissioners'  Report,  and  in  the  British  Counter-  224, 223!*'^'*^' 
Case,  with  which  it  fully  accords.  teS^p.^^iT 

As  the  statements  made  by  Captain  Hooper  appear  to 
be  relied  upon  by  the  United  States  in  connection  with 
that  part  of  the  migration  route  of  the  fur-seal  which  lies 
to  the  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  to  have  been 
employed  in  the  construction  of  the  revised  migration-map 
presented  with  their  Counter-Case,  it  may  be  interesting    united  states 
to  note  that  Captain  Hooper  in  1892  left  Unalaska  on  the^°p';°|,d[jf  ^5; 
10th  November,  and  arrived  in  San  Francisco  some  time  228, 233. 
before  the  21st  November,  when  his  Report  was  made.    On 
the  i)assage  he  saw  but  two  seals. 

Captain  Ferguson  is,  however,  also  quoted  to  express  his  ^*g®  ^^^ 
belief  that  there  must  be  an  "immense  feeding-ground"  of 
fur-seals  between  latitude  40°  and  42°  north  and  longitude 
172°  and  135°  west.  He  saw  no  fur-seals  there  himself, 
but  quotes  the  reports  of  vessels  (not  named)  which  are 
stated  to  have  seen  seals  in  this  region.  From  the  evidence 
printed  in  the  British  Counter-Case,  it  is  very  probable  that  ^^f  [!*gg^  ^°y^' 
Captain  Ferguson  may  be  (correct  in  his  conjecture  that  ai38.  ^^'  ^'  ' 
certain  or  even  a  considerable  number  of  fur-seals  may 
often  be  found  in  the  region  specified,  but  this  in  no  way 
aflects  the  general  facts  as  to  the  migration  of  the  main 
bodies  of  tlie  seals  of  the  North  Pacilic.  So  far  as  it  goes, 
it  assists  to  bear  out  the  evidence  relating  to  the  int<»r- 
mingling  of  the  seals  of  both  sides  of  that  ocean  during 
the  winter  months,  and  also  tlie  statements  as  to  the  essen- 
tially i)elagi(;  habits  of  the  seals. 

The  "data  collected  and  mentioned  above"  are  those 
just  referred  to,  and  their  extremely  scanty  chaiacter  fully 
justifies  the  doul»ts  expressed  as  to  the  trustworthiness  of 
some  of  the  indications  ol"  the  new  version  of  a  migration- 
map  presented  with  the  Counter  Case  of  the  lJnite<l  States. 
It  must  be  explained,  tiiat  the  criticism  thus  iinide 

132  is  not  directed  to  all  the  indicationsof  the  map;  l)ut 
it  is  conlideiitly  maintained  (hat  no  substantial  evi- 
dence has  been  adduced  to  verity  that  part  of  these  indi- 
cations which  shows  the  fur-seals,  alter  having  left  the 
territory  of  the  United  Stales  on  the;  I*ril»ylolV  Islands, 
navigating  in  abody  directly  to  that  ]»art  of  the  west  coast 
of  North  America  which  is  comprised  in  the  territory  of 
the  same  Tower  to  the  south  of  tlM*.  (.lanadian  coast. 

Jt  may  also  be  noted,  that  no  attcMupt  is  made  on  the  ntap 
in  question  to  show  the  general  (listiii)Ution  of  the  seals  in 
Behring  Sea  and  along  the  Aleutian  chain  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

In  this  connection  it  is  fin  ther  iinjxirtant  to  observe,  that 
on  another  map,  which  purports  to  give  details  respecting 
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seals  observed  by  crnizers  in  Behring  Sea  in  1892,  an  im- 
portant error  has  occurred,  in  consequence  of  which  seals 
seen  in  three  places  ivest  of  the  180th  meridian  have  been 
placed  at  corresponding  distances  east  of  that  meridian  (or 
in  west  instead  of  east  longitude).  The  error  is  more 
important  having  regard  to  the  small  number  of  cruises 
made  to  the  west  of  this  meridian.  The  observations  re- 
ferred to  are  those  of  the  "  Yorktown."  No  notes  are  given 
respecting  cruises  made  to  the  west  of  the  180th  meridian 
in  the  same  year  by  two  other  United  States'  vessels,  the 
"Ranger"  and  the  "Mohican." 

The  logs  given  in  the  Appendix  (pp.  400-408)  cover  but  a 
small  part  of  the  cruises  shown  on  Chart  lY  of  the  United 
States  (Jounter-Case. 
coY"i'u*lc*x^se''  -^^^  eighty  affidavits  of  natives  collected  by  Captain 
Api.eudL!c,p!228'.  Hoopcr  iu  the  Aleutian  Islands,  while  engaged  in  investi- 
gating the  range  of  the  fur-seal,  though  these  would  be  of 
material  interest,  have  not  been  produced  by  the  United 
States. 

"2.  That  the  Alaslcan  Seal-herd  has  changed  Us  habits  as  a 
result  of  disturbance  on  the  breeding-islands  and  of  pelagic 
sealing." 

Page  106.  As  in  previous  cases,  the  discussion  of  the  evidence  and 

conclusions  of  the  British  Commissioners  given  under  this 
head  is  introduced  by  imputing  a  motive  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. They  are  represented  as  assuming  a  position,  and 
thereafter  endeavouring  to  support  it.  The  evidence  and 
facts  adduced  by  them  are,  however,  fortunately,  not  thus 

affected. 
13S  In  dealing  with  the  subject  described  in  the  head- 

ing above  quoted,  which  nearly  corresponds  with 
that  discussed  by  the  British  Commissioners  under  their 
chapter,  "(O.)  Changes  in  Habits  of  the  Fur-seal  in  recent 
years,"  a  selection  is  made  of  some  of  the  points  taken  up 
in  that  chapter,  for  reply,  while  others  are  passed  over 
without  notice. 

The  subject  is  further  subdivided  in  the  United  States 
Counter-Case  into  two  subordinate  sections,  denoted  (a) 
and  (b)  respectively.  The  first  of  these  includes  mention 
of  the  Table  of  catches  per  man  and  boat  given  on  p.  74  of 
the  Commissioners'  Report,  of  the  degree  of  connection  of 
seals  found  in  Behring  Sea  with  the  breeding-islands,  of 
the  increased  pelagic  nature  of  the  seals  owing  to  disturb- 
ance, and,  singularly  enough,  of  the  question  of  the  taking 

Britiuh  Com- of  "stagey"  scals  at  sea,  which  is  referred  to  in  another 
I'ort, para. 281.     jt'^i't  ^f  the  British  Commissioners'  Report. 

The  Table  just  referred  to,  constitutes  only  a  part  of  the 
evidence  showing  that  no  decrease  in  seals  has  been 
observed  at  sea  in  late  years.  In  paras.  403-405  of  the 
British  Commissioners'  Report,  abstracts  of  statements 
covering  much  experience,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
years,  are  given.  Neither  is  any  mention  made  by  the 
United  States  of  the  relative  effects  of  the  increasing  wari- 
ness of  the  seals  and  growing  exj)erience  of  the  hunters. 
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On  both  these  subjects  much  additional  evidence  is  now  Bntiah  Coun- 
avaihible,  and  this  is  entirely  confirmatory  of  the  general  .ind  ''Ipijeiuiix,' 
statements  made  by  tlie  Commissioners.  I^ide^^'  ^^^^' 

In  respect  to  the  Table,  the  complaint  is  made  that  it 
includes  but  five  years — 1887-91.  But,  for  all  practical 
l^uiposes,  these  later  years  are  the  most  important,  and 
offer  the  best  test  of  the  matter  under  discussion.  A])art 
from  the  changes  introduced  by  increasing-  wariness  of  seals 
and  growing  skill  of  hunters,  other  important  changes  in 
methods  have  occurred  concurrently  with  the  growth  of 
pelagic  sealing.  The  number  of  vessels  in  these  years  was 
also  larger;  and  for  this  reason,  and  those  above  alluded 
to,  the  years  in  question  appear  to  afford  data  of  a  more 
nearly  comparable  character.  Neither  could  it  be  known 
to  the  Commissioners  that  the  United  States  would  in  their 
Case  fix  on  the  year  1885  as  being  that  of  the  beginning 
of  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals.  As  the  data, 
134      so  far  as  they  exist,  for  the  whole  period  of  pelagic    ^ngeioe. 

sealing,  are  given  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Keport,  the 
suggestion  of  a  wish  to  conceal  the  facts  for  1885  and  J88G 
has  no  validity. 

As  the  number  of  boats  engaged  in  the  fishing  in  1885  is    PagpioT. 
not  known,  it  was  naturally  impossible  to  present  the  aver-    British  com- 
age  number  of  seals  per  boat  taken  in  that  year,  while  in  ",oH,'"'AiJpendil 
lb8(>  several  of  the  sealing- vessels  were  seized  in  Behringp-  ^u^- 
Sea,  and  as  there  was  no  record  of  the  number  of  seals 
taken  by  such  vessels  there,  and  any  averages  based  on 
the  total  catch  of  the  fleet  must  be  inaccurate,  they  were 
omitted. 

A  singular  train  of  reasoning  is  next  entered  into  in  the  Pagoios. 
United  States  Counter-Case  to  justify  the  production  of 
new  Tables,  based  on  the  British  Commissioners'  figures; 
but  in  which  these  figures  are  separated  and  so  manipulated 
as  to  show  a  decreasing  -'coast  catch,"  with  an  increasing 
catch  in  Jieiiring  Sea.  If  the  statements  urged  in  the 
above  argument — to  the  effect  that  the  sealers  only  in  later 
years  became  conversant  with  all  the  resorts  of  the  seals — 
are  correct,  they  aflord  an  excellent  reason  for  the  restric- 
tion of  the  Commissioners'  Table  to  these  later  yeais. 

In  the  Table  ])rinted  on  p.  411  of  the  United  Stales 
Counter-Case,  .'>,5(»5  is  given  as  the  numbei-  of  skins  taken 
on  the  "(roast'' in  I8!ll,and  this  is  nuule  tocori'espond  w  ith 
the ''sjiring"  catch  of  earliei  years.  I'he  fact  that  fourteen 
vessels  are  shown  in  the  llritish  Coinniissioners' Tabh-  t()  ,,,/^!;iI,',^,!',.j,^J/": 
have  transiiipjx'd  their  skins  at  Sand  I'oint,  but  to  iiavei'ort, p.205. 
made  no  return  for  the  coast  catch,  is  ignored  in  the  ])rep- 
aration  of  the  Talile  in  the  United  States  Counter  Case. 
These  vessels  had  taken  G,.'i()4  skins  before  they  readied 
Sand  I'oint,  a  great  many  of  Avhich  were  taken  on  the 
''lower"  or  south<'rn  coast,  and  if  this  number  were  deter- 
minable it  should  be  added  to  the  number,  .'{,5(»5,  us<'d  in 
the  Table  a])peii<h'd  to  the  United  States  Counter  Case. 
The  fact  is  that  many  sealing  vessels,  aCtei'  a  short  cruize 
to  the  southward  of  Cape  I'lattery,  return  to  Vi(;toria  to 
refit,  aiul  there  discharge  their  skins.  These  vessels  con- 
tinue sealing  along  the  British  Columbia  coast,  and  that 


no 
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part  of  their  catch  taken  on  tliis  portion  of  the  coast  should 
also  be  included  under  tlieheading  "  spring  catch  "  or  ''lower 

coast"  catch  in  the  Table  referred  to.     It  is  thusevi- 
Pageios.         135      deut  that  no  proximately  accurate  separation  can  be 

madeof  tlie  "coast"  and  "spring"  catches,  and  that 
any  Table  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  showing  tlie  average 
catch  per  vessel  or  ])er  boat,  should  include  all  the  seals 
known  to  have  been  taken  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
This  has  been  done  in  the  Table  given  below.  Accuracy  is 
claimed  for  the  years  1889, 1890,  and  1891  only,  but  in  order 
to  show  how  misleading  the  Table  printed  in  the  United 
States  Case  is,  the  years  1880,  1887,  and  1888  have  also 
been  included  in  the  Table. 

The  explanation  offered  for  the  inclusion  of  but  one  ])art 
of  the  "coast  catch"  in  the  Table  presented  in  the  United 
States  Counter-Case  (p.  411)  is  tiiat  "prior  to  1889  the 
so  called  'coast  catch'  did  not  include  skins  taken  north  of 
Vancouver  Island,  and  it  therefore  corresponds  to  the 
'spring  catch'  in  the  Table  for  1889,  and  following  years." 
The  British  Commissioners  are  quoted  as  the  authority  for 
this  statement;  but  on  turning  to  their  Eeport  (p.  211),  it 
will  be  found  that  what  they  really  say  is  very  different 
from  what  is  attributed  to  them : 

The  Behring  Sea  catch  for  this  [1888]  and  previous  years  includes 
a  certain  number  of  skins  taken  on  the  coast  of  British  Columbia,  to 
the  north  of  Vancouver  Island,  the  schooners  having  no  opportunity 
of  landing  the  skins  before  entering  Behring  Sea. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  the  exact  number  of  skins  taken 
on  the  "coast"  prior  to  1889  cannot  be  determined,  but  an 
apjiroximate  estimate  maybe  obtained  by  adding  together 
the  total  of  the  catches  made  on  the  coast  in  1889,  1890, 
and  1891,  and  as(;ertaining  what  proportion  they  represent 
of  the  total  catch  for  these  years.  It  is  by  this  means 
found  that  the  number  of  seals  taken  on  the  "coast"  rep- 
resents 40.6  of  the  total  number  taken  in  1889,  1890,  and 
1891. 

In  the  Table  given  below  46.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  catch 
for  each  of  the  years  preceding  1889  is  assumed  to  have 
been  taken  on  the  coast,  this  being  the  best  available  means 
of  forming  an  estimate  for  these  years: 


136          Tear. 
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of 
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Total 
Catch. 
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Catch. 
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per 
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XntnljiT 
of  Boats 
and  Ca- 
noes. 

Average 
per  I5oat 
or  Canoe. 

188G 

16 

17 
20 
22 
30 
43 

24, 344 
20,  266 
24,  :J29 
27,  868 
39,  547 
49,  615 

11.344 
9,4-U 

li,3:i8 

12,  371 
21,390 
20,727 

709 
5.5.5 

567 
562 
713 
482 

101 

123 
165 
179 
246 
327 

113.3 

1887 

76.8 

1888 

68.7 

1889 

69.1 

1890 

8t>.  9 

1891 

63.4 

Page  109.  The  statement  is  made  on  this  page  of  the  United  States 

Counter-Case,  that  the  British  Commissioners — 

EBsert  that  the  seals  found  in  Behring  Sea  are  not  seals  wliich  have 
temporarily  left  the  rookeries  to  feed,  but  are  practically  independent 
pelagic  herds. 
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On  reading  the  paragraph  of  the  British  Conunissioners' 
Report  referred  to  (para.  219),  it  will  be  found  tliat  the 
Commissioueis'  statement  is  not  intended  to  apply  to  all 
the  seals  in  Behring-  Sea,  and  fuither  tliat  the  concluding 
expression  is  not  that  employed  above,  but —  para.^u.'^* 

practically  independent  pelagic  schools  of  a  diffuse  kind, 

an  expression  conveying  a  different  meaning. 

Moreover,  the  mention  made  in  this  particular  paragraph 
of  the  Commissioners'  Report,  is  one  only  incidental  to  a 
discussion  of  the  possible  bearings  of  the  direction  and 
force  of  the  wind  on  the  direction  of  travel  of  the  seals  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Behring  Sea. 

Neither  is  it  true,  as  is  next  asserted,  that  the  results  of 
these  observations  are  the  only  evidence  offered  on  the 
independence  of  a  large  number  of  the  seals  in  Behring 
Sea  of  the  breeding-islands,  as  a  perusal  of  paras.  2U9-2l'2 
of  the  Commissioners'  Report  will  show.*  Additional  facts, 
with  the  same  meaning,  have  subsequently  been  observed    British  Conn- 

,-,,,  terCa.se.  Appen- 

by  Mr.  Macoun.  dix,  vol.  i, p.  145. 

'it  is  further  stated  in  the  United  States  Counter-Case, 
that  the  "alleged  observations"  of  the  direction  of  the  wind 
"ff?-e  not  given,  and,  even  if  true,  are  quite  too  sleiuler  to 
furnish  a  foundation  for  any  conclusion."  It  is  true  that 
the  detailed  logs  transmitted  to  the  Meteorological 
137      Department  of  Canada  for  analysis  are  not  printed    Page  109. 

in  full  in  the  Report,  but  synoi)ses  of  the  results    BritiPh  coni. 
obtained  by  such  analysis  are  given  on  the  face  01  the  maps  ,„„.,,  Maps  iii 
to  which  they  refer.    If  the  United  States  seriously  entertain  audiv. 
dcmbts  as  to  the  existence  of  the  observations,  they  can  be 
submitted  for  their  insi)ection. 

The  assertion  next  made,  that  the  British  Commissioners 
advance  no  proof  of  the  increased  pelagic  nature  of  the 
seal,  is  incorrect,  as  will  be  found  on  examining  paras.  307, 
412, 424, 183-18.3,  205-207  of  their  Report.  The  fact,  stated 
by  them  (para.  402),  that  no  decrease  has  been  noted  in  the 
number  of  seals  at  sea,  though  the  nun)ber  fie(iuenting  tlie 
islands  has  decreased,  is  of  itself  sufhcient  proof  of  the 
increased  j)elagic  nature  of  the  seal. 

As  to  the  lion  occurrence  of  "stagey"  or  "shedding"    I'age.s loe,  107. 
seals  at  sea,  the  Commissioners  may  be  assumed  to  have 
based  their  statement  on  the  best  evidence  available  to 
tliem.     Its  nature  is  exijlained  in  paras.  281,  031,  (i32  of    British  Coun- 

1  -1  •!!     1  !■  1  t<T(;;iBe,  Appcli- 

their  Report.     More  coini)lete  evnlence  will  be  hmnd  on  ,iix.  vol.  ii.  p.  4:1 
tliis   point   in    the    statements   appended   to   the   i'>v'\t\sh  "^ *"i- 
Connt«'r-(Jase. 

It  is  a  fa(;t  generally  recognized,  that  fur  bearing  animals 
living  mucli  in  the  water,  such  for  instance  as  Ihe  otter  and 
beaver,  slied  their  ])ehige  by  degrees,  and  not  so  inai  kedly 
at  any  one  time  as  to  seriously  atlecl  tlie  value  of  their 
skins.  The  same  fact  is  believed  to  exi)lain  the  absence  of 
"stagey"  fur-seals  at  sea,  while  the  creation  of  a  markedly 

"See  also  raptaiii  Bryant,  in  "Mono^jraith  of  North  Aincriran  I'in- 
nijudH,"  p.  411,  (inoted  in  HritiMlj  C<»iiiitfr-(  asf,  Apiioiidix,  vol.  i,  p.  126; 
and  Veuiauiiuov  in  Elliott,  Census  Kejiort,  p.  141. 
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...i^sioiuMs'^'iU'-  "^^t'^igey"  condition  is  supposed  by  the  Biitisli  Commission- 
port,  para.  m.    ers  to  occur  during,  and  in  consequence  of,  tlie  continued 
resort  of  a  portiou  of  the  seals  to  the  land.     It  is  gratify- 
ing to  observe  that  in  this  one  instance  the  explanation 
offered  by  the  British  Commissioners  is  accepted  as  correct; 
but  the  ensuing  deduction,  that  "a  seal  must,  therefore,  of 
necessity  be  on  the  islands  each  year  at  some  i^eriod,"  is  a 
non  sequitur  of  the  most  apparent  kind.     The  proof  is,  in 
fact,  exactly  to  the  opposite  effect,  for  if  all  the  seals  must 
resort  to  the  islands,  and  must  remain  there  during  the 
Brifisii  Com-  '"Stagey"  season,  then  no  seals  should  be  found  at  seadur- 
ponTran.%8?.''  in?'  that  season.    The  "stagey"  season  begins  about  the 
Eiiioit  Censn.  "'''^^^^^'^  ^^  August  aud  lasts  for  some  six  weeks.     Thus, 
Repoi"t,  p.  lef""  according  to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  United  States, 
"MoiiT.frniph  ^of  ^^^  ^e?(\^  should  be  found  at  sea  from  the  middle  of 

Korth  American  138      August  Up  to  aud  after  the  loth  September.    Tliis 
Piiinipeds,"p.  jg^  however,  wholly  negatived  by  the  known  facts 

Pages  106, 107.  relating  to  pelagic  sealing. 

But  not  content  with  the  clearly  cut  position  just  out- 
lined, the  United  States  further  endeavour  (and  in  opposi- 
tion to  it),  to  prove  that  '-stagey"  skins  in  large  quantity 
stffes  cmin*e^^*'^  taken  at  sea.    Affidavits  on  this  subject  are  produced 
Case,  Appcmiix,  fpom  Mcssrs.  C.  Bclilow,  W.  Preiss,  and  W.  E.  Martin. 
pp.d57,d.b,a84.    ]\JpgJ^pg    Behlow  and  Preiss  say  that  all  skins  taken  in 
Behring  Sea  after  about  the  10th  August  are  "stagey" 
and  "  almost  unmerchantable."    The  statement  thus  made 
is  so  sweeping  and  so  entirely  in  opposition  to  other  evi- 
dence as  to  defeat  its  object.     Sealers  would  not  remain 
in  Behring  Sea  after  the  10th  August  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining,  at  much  cost  and  labour,  skins  "almost  unmer- 
chantable."   Mr.  Martin  is  more  judicious;  be  speaks  only 
of  a  certain  percentage  of  "stagey"  skins,  without  stating 
any  amount. 

Page  109.  The  second  section  (&)  of  this  part  of  the  argument  iu 

the  United  States  Counter-Case  is  devoted  to  the  denun- 
ciation of  a  heresy  expressed  as  follows  in  that  Counter- 
Case,  and  attributed  to  the  British  Commissioners: 

That  the  location  of  the  hreediug  rookeries  is  dependent  solely  upon 
the  fact  that  the  seals  while  there  are  not  disturhed  by  man. 

It  will  be  found,  however,  on  referring  to  the  British 

Commissioners'  Beport,  that  the  statement  here  made  is 

not  theirs,  but  one  embodied  for  the  purposes  of  attack  in 

the  United  States  Counter-Case  itself. 

m^sioner.s^  K™      ^^^  Commissioncrs  believe  the  freedom  from  disturbance 

port,  paras.  31."  and  attack  to  be  the  principal  or  ruling  cause,  but  not 

'^BHtish"'^coun-  ^^'^  *'^^^  causc,  of  the  resort  of  seals  to  any  particular  place 

ter-ca8e,p.i46.    at  the  breeding  season.    The  subject  is,  moreover,  further 

treated  in  the  Briti.sh  Counter-Case. 
c^unterCasr     ^^  ^^  "*^^'  ^^'^^'ever,  lu  the  Couiitcr-Case  of  the  United 
pp.  145-148.  ''^  '  States  attempted  directly  to  controvert  the  above  state- 
ment, even  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  presented  in  that 
document;  but  in  discussing  it,  attention  is  turned  to  the 
records  which  exist  of  former  breeding-|)laces  of  the  fur- 
seals  in  the  vicinity  of  the  North  American  coast 
139      to  the  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.     Kefei-ence  is 
made  to  some  of  tlie  statements  on  this  subject  con 
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tained  in  the  Report  of  tlie  British  Commissioners,  and^^^^riti^sh^co^m- 
it  is  then  stated  that  the  Commissioners  have  failed  to  port,  pTras.  447- 
authenticate  these.     This  alleged  "  taihire"  must  of  course  ^^^o^paVi'lai.^^^ 
remain  a  matter  for  decision  on  the  evidence  produced, 
but  the  additional  information  obtained  in  1892  respecting 
Haycock  and  other  islands  and  rocks,  Avith  that  relatiug  to    ^^^.^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
the  taking  of  female  seals  in  milk  oft"  various  parts  of  the  tcr-ca'se'Appen- 
British  Columbian  and  Alaskan  coasts  to  the  south  of  the^^|-^oii'PPi35' 
Aleutian  Islands,  go  far  to  reinforce  the  already  strong 
body  of  evidence  on  this  point  adduced  by  the  British 
Commissioners. 

Attention  is  then,  iu  the  United  States  Counter-Case,    u^nf^/d^^gtates 
directed  to  the  statement  made  by  the  British  Commis- count er-case, 
sioners,  on  the  basis  of  information  gained  by  them  on  the^PP^^^^-P-^^*'- 
Commander  Islands  and  at  Petropavlovsky,  as  to  the  for- 
mation or  attempted  formation  of  new  rookeries  at  various 
places  on  the  Asiatic  coast.     Mr.  Malonavonski  is  quoted 
as  having  visited  (me  such  reported  rookery  on  the  Kamts- 
chatka  coast,  and  as  having  found  the  animals  there  to  be 
sea-lions  and  not  fur  seals.     Upon  this  single  inconclusive 
statement  the  following  remark  is  made: 

If  all  the  incipient  breeding  rookeries  alleged  to  exist  on  the  Asiatic 
coast  were  examined,  donbtless  they  would  be  found  to  be  similar  to 
the  one  above  noted. 

Mr.  Grrebnitzky  is  cited  to  the  effect  that  he  thinks  it  to 
be  wholly  improbable  that  the  Commander  Island  seals 
visit  any  other  land,  but  it  will  be  observed  that  though 
the  United  States  took  pains  to  obtain  a  written  statement    ibici.,p.3G3. 
from  this  gentleman,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  his 
statements  as  quoted  in  the  British  Commissioners'  Eeport,    ibi.i.,p.362. 
he  has  not  in  this  document  contradicted  his  specific  refer-  „,i<,si[,ner.s'  lic- 
ence to  the  formation  of  a  new  fur-seal  rookery  on  the  i»"it, para. 519. 
Kamtschatka  coast. 

The  great  ini])ortance  evidently  atta(died  by  the  United 
States  to  the  denial  of  the  evidence  showing  that  tW  fur- 
seal  on  the  Asiatic  coasts  has  sought  and  found  new 
breeding-places,  evidently  depends  on  the  circumstance 
that  this  evidence  tends  to  substantiate  the  less  com- 
140  plete  details  resi)ecting  the  existen<;e  of  such  breed- 
ing-i)laces  (other  than  the  Pribyloft"  Islands)  on  the 
coast  of  North  Amei  ica. 

On  the  strength  of  the  above  imperfect  discussion,  and 
the  inconckisive  negations  above  outlined,  it  is  then  denied 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  the — 

AlaHkiin  seals  have  any  otln^r  home  than  the  Tribyloff  Islands,  and 
that,  evin  if  constantly  disturbed  by  man  while  on  the  rookeries  they 
would  sei-k  a  new  habitation. 

TIu^  denial  above  snniinarized  is  not  oidy  contrary  to  all 
natnral  facts,  but  biistles  willi  ambignities.  If  the  term 
"Alaskan  seals"  means  oidy  tlie  seals  breeding  on  the 
I'ribvloll'  Ishinds,  it  may  readily  be  admitted  that  they  have 
no  other  breeding  jilaec.  I  (the  breeding  ])laee  is  the  oidy 
"home"  of  such  seals,  if  ofcoiiLse  follows  that  this  "home" 
must  boon  the  Pribyloir  Islands.  Hut  the  use  made  of  the 
term  "home"  is  ii  i)urely  conventional  one,  and  tlnis,  if  the 
territorial  possession  of" the  "home"  is  supposed  to  imply 
B  s,  PT  X 8 
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some  proprietary rijilit  in  the  seals  tbemselves,it  is  a  wholly 
iiiisleadiiig  one.    What  "  habitation,"  as  distinguished  from 
"  liome,"  may  imply  is  not  explained. 
Paso  111.  The  reference  next  made- on  this  page  of  the  United 

teM'nS^S'n' ^^^^^®  ^o^^^*^^'^^^^  ^^  Robbeu  Island  and  its  rookeries, 
rtix,  vol.  ii',i'i'W»,  lenders  it  appropriate  to  point  out  that  in  the  very  years 
^^^'  ill  which  this  island  was  being  contimiously  harassed  by 

raids,  the  seals  began  to  form  new  rookeries  in  other  suit- 
able places.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to  state  that  they 
were  actually  the  same  fur  seals  which  had  formerly  resorted 
to  Eobben  Island,  but  the  presumption  is  in  favour  of  that 
belief. 
Ibid.,  pp.  31, 35.  ju  1892,  evidcuce  of  the  most  conclusive  kind  possible  has 
been  obtained  on  this  particular  subject,  relating  to  the 
formation  or  attempted  formation  of  new  rookeries  on  Moo- 
shir  Eocks,  Raikoke  Island,  and  Shed-noi  Island  of  the 
Kurile  group.  Bittern  Eocks  off  the  north-west  coast  of 
]^ipon  Island,  and  on  the  Island  of  8t.  lona  in  Okhotsk  Sea. 
It  is  thus  no  longer  necessary  to  deal  with  the  discussion 
of  abstract  propositions  on  this  subject  of  the  change  of 
breeding-places,  to  which  we  are  invited  in  the  Counter- 
Case  of  the  United  States. 
141  Occasion  is  next  taken  on  this  page  of  the  United 

States    Counter-Case,  to  contradict  or  modify  the 
evidence  of  one  witness  out  of  three  quoted  in  para.  422 
of  the  British  Commissioners'  Report,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that,  concurrently  with  the  beginning  of  the  United  States 
control  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  (and  i)resumably  because 
of  the  excessive  slaughter  occurring  at  that  time),  fur- 
seals  were  found  in  more  than  usual  abundance  on  the 
coast  of  British  Columbia;   the  evidence  adduced  being 
such  as  to  show  the  injurious  effect  of  disturbance  on  the 
breeding-islands, 
TTnited  Slates     The  matter  has  been  considered  to  be  of  so  great  impor- 
App"elfdis,p^4i:!'.  tance  by  the  United  States,  that  Professor  J.  A.  Alleu  has 
written  a  special  letter  to  the  United  States  Secretary  of 
State,  to  say  that  the  year  should  have  been  1870,  and  not 
1869  (as  stated  in  his  Monograph),  in  which  seals  were  spe- 
cially abundant  on  this  coast.     Instead  of  weakening  the 
force  of  the  Commissioners'  statement  on  this  point,  the 
correction  given  strengthens  it,  and  fully  accords  with  the 
evidence  obtained  by  the  Commissioners  from  other  sources. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suj)pose  that  the  excessive  disturb- 
ance on  the  breeding  islands,  which  reached  its  maximum 
mi^rioneis^iu-^^  1808,  was  couflued  in  its  effect  to  the  next  year.     The 
port,  Diagram  diagram  givcu  by  the  Commissioners,  in  fact  shows  that 
pari.^44,809.^^^"  ^^^  greatly  increased  Indian  catches  along  the  British 
Columbian  coast  actually  occurred  in  1870  and  1871. 
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No.  2. 
EemarJcs  on  the  United  States  Evidence. 

Any  detailed  criticism  on  the  United  States  evidence  must,  of  neces- 
sity, be  reserved  for  oral  argument,  but  there  are  some  observations 
bearing  upon  the  character  and  reliability  of  such  evidence  which  it  is 
deemed  proper  here  to  put  before  the  Arbitrators. 

In  the  first  i^lace,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  assertions  made  in 
respect  to  seal  life  and  other  connected  subjects  in  the  Uuited  States 
Case,  are  entirely  based  on  very  recent  affidavits,  or  on  papers  which 
have  been  siiecially  obtained  or  prepared  in  connection  with  the  present 
discussion,  and  which  are  now  produced  for  the  first  time.  Further, 
that  many  of  these  are  derived  from  persons  who  formerly  occupied 
official  i)Ositions  in  connection  with  the  management  or  supervision  of 
the  Pribyloff  Islands  under  the  United  States  Government  control, 
and  who  were  the  authors  of  official  Keports  and  other  writings  on  the 
condition  of  the  islands;  but  that  such  earlier  and  public  official 
Eeports  are  not  now  reierred  to  in  the  United  States  Case.  The  fol- 
lowing Table  shows  the  names  of  the  Agents  and  Officials  Avhose  sworn 
evidence  appears  in  the  United  States  Apj)endices,  and  which  also 
shows  their  x>revious  Keports  and  writings: 
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nesses. 


Ch.  Brj'ant . 


Keports,  Evidmice,  or  published  Writiugs,  for- 
merly made  by  Witnesses. 


Stci)hon  N.  Uuynitsky 


William  H.  Kail 

Captain  M.  A.  Hcaly 
.John  A.  H.iiri(iii<z.. 

Ablal  P.  Loud 

II.  U.  Mclniyre 


John  M.  Morton I 

Jacob  H.  Moulton | 

JoMPjili  Murray i 

.S.  II.  ^'^•ttl«Jton 

H.O.OtiH 

lii-njamiii  F.  S<  ribnrr  . .' 
Wiiliara  H.  WilliamH    .1 

Milton  Harii'H 

Henry  A.  ()li(blen. . . 
Ch.JJjOtY 


Sen..  41  st  ConR,.  2nd  Sess.,  Ex. Doc.  No.  32;  H.R., 
4]3t  Cong.,  arid  So-^s.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  J2i;;  U.  R., 
42nd  Cong.,  2nd  Sess.,  Ex.  Doc  No.  20;  If.  R., 
44tb  Cong.,  Ist  Sess.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  83;  "Mono- 
graph of  North  American  riunipcds,"  p.  381  et 
acq.;  "On  Eared  Seals,"  p.  381. 

H.  K.,  4l8t  Coug.,3rd  Sess.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  122,  p.  5; 
II.  R.,  Ex.  Doc.,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  Sess.,  No.  83; 
n.  R.,  OOtb  Cong.,  2nd  Sess  .  Rep.  No.  3883,  p.l. 

"Ala.tka  and  its  Resources,"  Cliap.  VI , 


SeD.,4lHt  foDg.,2nd  Sons.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  30;  H.R., 
50th  Cong.,  2nd  .Sess.,  Rc]).  No.  3883,  p.  116. 


n.  R.,  .lOth  Cong.,  2nd  Seas.,  R(^p.  No. 388.'!,  p. 200. 

Sun.,5lHt  Cong.,  2nd  Sess.,  ICx.  Doc.  No.  49 

SeD.,!Jlst  Cong.,  2ud  Sess.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  49 


S.  Falconer  . . . 


Louis  Kimmcl 

'I'.  F.  Rvan 

W.  B.  tavlor 

George  Wardinan. 


n.  II.,  50tb  Cong.,  2nd  Sess.,  Rtiii.  No.  3883,  p.  17. . . 
Son..  Gist  Cong..  2nd  Sens.,  Kx.  Doc.  No.  49;  letter 

to  Mr.    ^^'iudoul,  Biitish  Counter-Case,  App., 

vol.  i,  jip.  84,  85. 
H.  II.,  42rid  Cong.,  2nd  Sosb.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  20,  p.  2; 

H.R  .44th  Cong.,  1st  Schs.,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  83. 
II.  K.,  50th  Cong.,  2nd  Sess.,  Rop.  No.  3883,  p.  207 

Ibid.,  p.  211 

Ibid.,  p.  41 

Ibid.,  p.  29 


Where  Reports  if^f«i°f, 


reierred  to  in 

United  States 

Case. 


United  StafcB 
CUHB,  p.  153. 


to  Pri  by- 
loft- 
Islands. 


1877 


1872 


1880 
1891 
1809 
1889 
1880 

1878 
1884 
1«91 
1891 
1881 
1880 
1801 


1885 
1890 


1876 

1883 
1880 
1881 
1885 
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It  is  also  to  be  remarked  that  altlioagh  the  above  named  gentlemen 
had  not  since  the  dates  above  mentioned  (in  some  cases  fifteen  to 
twenty  years  ago)  visited  the  Pribyloflt"  Islands,  and  had  not,  therefore, 
any  further  personal  information  on  the  subject,  yet  the  oijiuions 
expressed  in  the  testimony  now  put  forward  in  many  instances  differ 
materially  from  that  formerly  exjjressed  by  them  in  their  oflicial 

Eeports,  as  the  following  few  examples  will  show: 
145  StepheJi  N.  Buynitsky. — As  to  the  existence  of  fish  near  the 

Pribyloffs : 

They  (tbe  uatives)  subsist  mostly  on  At  the  time  I  was  on  the  islands  I  do 
cod  and  halibut,  and  every  description  not  think  there  were  any  lish  at  ii  11  with- 
of  tish  they  can  find.  They  dry  and  i^re-  in  3  miles  of  the  islands,  and  that  the 
serve  it  for  winter. — (H.  R.,  50th  Congress,  seals  to  feed  had  to  go  farther  than  that 
2nd  Session,  Report  No.  3883,  p.  12.)  from  land.   The  belief  is  founded  on  state- 

ments made  me  by  natives  on  the  islands, 
and  also  from  the  fact  that  fresh  tish  were 
seldom  eaten  upon  the  islands. — (United 
States  Case,  Apiiendix  II,  p.  21.) 

H.  H.  Mclntyre. — As  to  the  movements  of  seals  while  on  the  islands : 


The  fact  is  that  the  bachelor  seals  may 
be  found  to-day  upon  a  certain  rookery, 
and  at  another  time  upon  another  place. 
The  result  is  the  same  animals,  in  many 
instances,  have  been  counted  two  or  three 
times. — (H.  R.,  50th  Congress,  2nd  Ses- 
sion, Report  No.  3883,  p.  116.) 


As  to  the  scarcity  of  bulls : 

There  are  at  present  (1888),  in  my  opin- 
ion, too  few  bull  seals  to  keep  the  rook- 
eries up  to  their  best  condition. — (H.  R., 
50th  Congress,  2nd  Session,  Report  No. 
3883,  p.  117.) 

When  we  are  left  only  exactly  the  num- 
ber of  bulls  we  need,  and  a  few  even  of 
these  are  killed,  it  completely  upsets  our 
calculations,  with  the  result  of  leaving 
too  few  of  this  class  of  animals  to  secure 
the  full  productiveness  of  the  rookeries. — 
(H.  R.,  50th  Congress,  2nd  Session,  Report 
No.  3883,  p.  130.) 


Yet  their  (the  seals')  habits  are  so  well 
defined  and  unvarying  that  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  determine  whether  they  increase 
or  decrease  from  year  to  year,  because 
they  always  occupy  the  same  portions  of 
certain  beaches,  and  simply  expand  or 
contract  the  boundaries  of  the  rookeries 
as  they  becon>e  more  or  less  numerous. — 
(United  States  Case,  vol.  ii,  p.  48.) 


While  I  was  located  upon  the  said 
islands  there  was  at  all  times  a  greater 
number  of  adult  male  seals  than  was  nec- 
essary to  fertilize  the  females  who  hauled 
up  on  said  rookeries,  and  there  was-  no 
time  when  there  were  not  vigorous  bulls 
on  the  rookeries  who  were  unable  to 
obtain  female  consorts. — (United  States 
Case,  vol.  ii,  p.  45.) 


Henry  A.  Glidden. — As  to  raids  and  sales  of  skins: 


Q.  I  would  ask  whether  there  are  not 
trading-vessels  which  buy  skins? — A. 
Yes,  Sir,  and  steal  skins;  that  is  the 
great  trouble  we  had,  to  Avatch  maraud- 
ers. That  was  more  trouble  than  any- 
thing else.— (H.  R.,  50th  Congress,  2nd 
Session,  Report  No.  3883,  p.  26.) 


Raids  on  the  rookeries  by  marauders 
did  not,  while  I  was  on  the  islands, 
amount  to  anything,  and  certainly  seal 
life  here  was  not  affected  to  any  extent 
by  such  incursions.  I  only  knew  of  one 
raid  upon  St.  Paul  Island  while  I  was 
there.— (United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  111.) 


J.  H.  Moulton. — As  to  the  increase  of  seals  on  islands: 


I  think  during  the  first  five  years  (1877- 
82)  I  was  there  there  was  an  increase, 
and  during  the  last  three  years  (1883-85) 
there  was  no  increase. — (H.  R.,  50th  Con- 
gress, 2nd  Session,  Report  No.  3883,  p.  255.) 

Charles  A.  Goff. — As  to  driving: 

We  closed  the  season  by  turning  away 
86  per  cent,  [of  the  seals  driven],  a  fact 
which  proves  to  every  impartial  mind 


While  on  St.  Paul  Island  (1881-84)  I  do 
not  think  the  number  of  seals  increased, 
and  in  the  last  year  (1884)  I  think  there 
was  a  slight  decrease. — (United  States 
Case,  Appendix,  vol,  ii,  p.  71.) 


A  few  seals  are  injured  by  redriving 
(often  conflicted  with  over-driving,  and 
sometimes  so  called),  but  the  number  so 
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that  we  were  redriviug  tlie  yearlings, 
and,  considering  the  niimher  of  skins 
obtained,  that  it  was  impossible  to  secure 
the  number  allowed  by  the  lease;  that 
we  were  merely  torturing  the  young 
seals,  injuring  the  future  lite  and  vitality 
of  the  breeding  rookeries,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  lessees,  natives,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment.— (Senate,  50th  Congress,  2nd 
Session,  Ex.  Doc.  Xo.  90,  p.  5.) 


146 


As  to  causes  of  decrease; 


It  is  evident  that  the  many  preying 
evils  upon  seal  life,  the  killing  of  the 
seals  in  the  Pacitic  ()cean  along  the  Aleu- 
tian Islands,  and  as  they  come  through 
th(!  passes  to  the  Behring  Sea,  by  pirates 
in  these  waters,  and  the  Indiscriminate 
slaughter  upon  the  islands,  regardless  of 
the  future  life  of  the  breeding  rookeries, 
have  at  last,  with  their  combined  destruc- 
tive power,  reduced  these  rookeries  to 
their  present  impoverished  condition. — 
(Senate,  50th  Congress,  2nd  Session, Ex. 
Doc.  No.  90,  p.  5.) 

The  prosperity  of  these  world-renowned 
rookeries  is  fast  fading  away  under  the 
present  annual  catch  allowed  by  law,  and 
this  indiscreet  slaughter  now  being  waged 
in  these  waters  will  only  hasten  the  end 
of  the  fur-seals  of  the  Pribylotf  Islands. — 
(Letter  from  Mr.  Golf  to  Mr.  Wiudom, 
dated  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska,  31st  July, 
1889.) 

W. B.  Taylor. — As  to  raids: 

These  vessels  will  take  occasion  to  hang 
around  the  islands,  and  when  there  is  a 
heavy  fog  to   go  to   the  rookeries  very 

often As  it  is  to-day,  these 

vessels  come  and  kill  5,000,  10,000,  and 
15,000  seals  every  year. — (H.  R.,  50tii  Con- 
gress, 2nd  Session,  Report  No.  3883,  p.  54.) 


injured  is  inconsiderable,  and  could  haA'e 
no  appreciable  effect  upon  seal  life 
through  destroying  the  virility  of  the 
male. — (United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  113.) 


I  believe  that  the  sole  cause  of  the 
decrease  is  pelagic  sealing,  which,  from 
reliable  information,  I  understand  to  have 
increased  greatly  since  1884  or  1885. — 
(United  States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  112.) 


There  was  but  one  raid  on  the  rookeries 
while  I  was  there,  and  that  took  place  on 
Otter  Island. — (United  States  Case,  vol. 
ii,p.  177.) 


Georfje  Wardman. — As  to  increase  in  number  of  seals: 

I  made  careful  examination  of  the  rook- 
eries each  year,  and  after  the  first  year  I 
compared  my  yearly  observations,  so  that 
I  might  arrive  at  some  coTicliision  as  to 
whether  it  was  possible  and  exjiedient  to 
increase  our  portion  of  the  quota  of  .skins 
to  be  tak«!non  St.  George  Island  without 
injuriously  affecting  seal  life  there.  I  am 
satisfied,  from  my  observations,  that  the 
breeding-grounds  on  St.  (ieoigo  covered 
greater  areas  in  ISSl  than  in  1881,  and 
that  seal  life  materially  increased  Ix-tween 
those  dates. — (United  States  Case,  Ap- 
pendix, vol.  ii.  p.  178.) 

Charles  Bryant. — As  to  the  date  of  cows  leaving  their  pups: 


After  having  told  the  Committee  in 
1888  that  he  had  measured  all  the  rook- 
eries carefully.  \\'ai(liruin  was  asked — 

Q.  Do  you  ]»ut  it  (the  niiml)er  of  seals] 
attheKameniiinbeisanniiiilly  ? — A.  About. 
I  think  the  breeding  seals  on  tlu;  rook- 
eries come  in  about  the  same  numbers. — 
(H.  K.,  r>i)th  (,'ongress,  2nd  Session,  Report 
No.3883,  p.  39.) 


The  females  go  into  the  water  to  feed 
when  the  pujis  are  some  six  weeks  lAd. — 
(Senate,  4Ist  Congress,  2nd  Session,  Ex. 
Doc.  No.  .32,  p.  ^  * 


The  pup  is  nursed  by  its  mother  from 
its  birth  ;is  long  as  it  rem:iins  on  the 
islands,  the  mother  leaving  the  islands  at 
different  intervals  of  t  ime  after  tiie  pup  is 
three  or  four  dnyn  obi. — (United  States 
Case,  Appendix,  vol,  ii,  p.  5.) 
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As  to  time  spent  by  pup  on  land : 

"When  once  iu  the  water  the  young 
seals  soon  appear  to  delight  iu  it,  spending 
most  of  their  time  there  in  play,  tumbling 
over  each  other  like  shoals  offish. — ("Mono- 
graph of  North  American  Pinnipeds,"  p. 
§87.) 


14'i 


As  to  slaughter  of  pups  in 


Again,  during  the  season  of  1870  the 
natives,  to  purchase  supplies  aud  for 
their  own  food,  killed  85,000,  mostly  1- 
aud  2-year-old  seals. — ("Monograph  of 
North  American  Pinnipeds,"  p.  398.) 


By  the  Ist  September  nearly  all  the  pups 
have  learned  to  swim,  aud  until  the  time 
of  tlieir  departure  from  the  islands  spend 
their  time  both  on  land  and  in  the  water, 
but  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  their  time 
is  spent  on  land. — (United  States  Case, 
Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  5.) 

1870: 

In  1869  about  85,000  seals  were  taken 
by  the  natives.  I  never  stated  that  any 
such  number  were  taken  in  1870.  The 
full  number  taken  in  1870  was  less  than 
25,000. —  (United  States  Counter-Case, 
Appendix,  p.  414.) 


As  to  relation  of  fur-seals  to  the  breeding  islands; 


The  fur-seals  resort  to  the  Pribyloff 
Islands  during  the  summer  months  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  reproduction.  Those 
sharing  in  these  duties  necessarily  remain 
on  or  near  the  shore  until  the  young  are 
able  to  take  to  the  water.  During  this 
considerable  period  the  old  seals  are  not 
known  to  take  any  food. — ("On  Eared 
Seals,"  p.  95.) 


Providing  the  conditions  were  the  same 
on  the  islands  the  year  round  as  they  are 
in  the  summer,  and  providing  the  food 
supY>ly  was  sufficient  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  islands,  I  think  the  seals 
would  remain  on  or  about  the  islands 
during  the  entire  year.  The  seals  evi- 
dently consider  these  islands  their  home, 
and  only  leave  them  by  reason  of  lack  of 
food  and  inclement  weather. — (United 
States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  5.) 


As  to  date  of  fertilization  of  cows: 

At  this  stage  they  [the  female  pups] 
leave  the  island  for  the  winter,  and  very 
few  appear  to  return  to  the  island  until 
they  are  3  years  old,  at  which  age  they 
seek  the  males  for  sexual  intercourse. — 
("Monograph  of  North  American  Pinni- 
peds," p.  401.) 

As  to  supply  of  breeding  bulls; 

A  residence  of  seven  successive  seasons 
on  the  island  in  charge  of  these  animals 
has  furnished  me  with  the  desired  oppor- 
tunity for  determining  this  surplus 
product  by  actual  study  of  their  habits 
and  requirements,  and  the  result  is,  the 
killing  of  100,000  per  annum  does  not 
leave  a  sufficient  number  of  males  to 
mature  for  the  wants  of  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  females.— (H.  R.,  44th 
Congress,  Ist  Session,  Ex,  Doc.  No.  83,  p. 
175.) 

The  stock  of  breeding  bulls  has  de- 
creased by  loss  from  age  and  other  causes 
so  much  faster  than  there  has  been  young 
seals  grown  to  replace  them,  that  its 
present  condition  is  only  equal  to  the 
present  demand,  and  the  stock  of  half- 
bulls,  or  those  to  mature  in  the  next  two 
years,  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  increase  in  the  females.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
recommend  that  for  the  next  two  years 
the  number  of  seals  to  be  taken  for  their 
skins  be  limited  to  85,000  per  annum. — 
(H.  R.,  44th  Congress,  Ist  Session,  Ex. 
Doc.  No,  83,  p.  178.) 


It  is  probable  that  the  females  of  this 
age  (2  years)  are  fertilized  by  the  bulls, 
and  leave  the  islands  in  the  fall  preg- 
nant.— (United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  6.) 


The  whole  time  I  was  there  there  was 
an  ample  supply  of  full-grown  vigorous 
males  sufficient  for  serving  all  the  fe- 
males on  the  islands,  and  every  year  a 
surplus  of  vigorous  bulls  could  always 
be  found  about  the  rookeries  awaitiug 
an  opportunity  to  usurp  the  place  of 
some  old  or  wounded  bull  unable  longer 
to  maintain  his  place  on  the  breeding- 
grounds. — (United  States  Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii,  p.  7.) 


ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN.  119 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  a  considerable  number  of 
United  States  officials  who  having  occupied  posts  aftord- 
ing  special  opportunities  for  studying  seal  life,  have  from 
time  to  time  frequently  reported  aud  written  on  tlie  sub- 
ject to  their  Governments,  but  neither  their  testimony  nor 
previous  Eeports  are  in  any  way  referred  to  in  the  United 
States  Case.  Of  these,  Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott,  Mr.  Washluu'n 
Maynard,  Mr.  W.  J.  Mclntyre,  aud  Mr.  George  K.  Tingle 
are  the  more  important. 

The  absence  of  all  reference  to  the  writings  or  opinions  of   Mr.  h.  w.  ei- 
Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott  forms  a  particularly  noticeable  omission.'"'"' 

From  a  date  not  long  subsequent  to  the  acquisition  of 
Alaska  by  the  United  States,  Mr.  Elliott  has  been  known 
as  the  principal  exponent  and  official  and  unofficial  writer 
on  the  subject  of  the  Pribj'loff  Islands  aud  the  seals  resort- 
ing to  them. 

Who  Mr.  Elliott  is,  is  best  told  in  the  words  of  his  testi- 
mony given  before  the  Congressional  Committee: 

A.  My  experionce  covers  three  seasons  on  the  Seal  Islands.  In  the  .  44th  Cong.,  1st 
winter  of  1872-73  a  Bill  was  pending  before  Congress,  framed  by  Mr.  ^^^g'  ^"  ^"  ^^^' 
Boutwell,  providing  for  the  establishment  of  iour  Treasury  Agents  on 
the  Seal  Islands.  Professor  Baird,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
148  was  very  desirous  that  some  one  should  be  sent  from  the  Smith- 
sonian to  study  the  life  and  habits  of  the  seals.  He  saw  Mr. 
Boutwell,  and  obtained  from  him  permission  to  nominate  a  man  whom 
he  should  appoint  as  one  of  the  Assistant  Agents.  Professor  Baird 
selected  me.  I  received  the  appointment  from  Mr.  Boutwell,  and 
landed  on  the  Island  of  St.  George,  28th  April,  1872.  I  went  up  there 
with  the  special  charge  of  studying  the  life  and  habits  of  tlie  seals. 
The  question  was  an  exceedingly  interesting  one,  about  which  scien- 
tific men  had  no  special  data,  and  therefore  Professor  Baird's  interest 
in  it.  I  immediately  went  to  work  on  the  grounds  from  the  date  of 
my  landing,  and  I  soon  found  that  the  subject  was  one  which  could 
not  be  settled,  as  I  thought  it  could,  satisfactorily  to  myself,  in  one 
season.  I  accordingly-  remained  over,  and  spent  the  season  of  1873  on 
the  sealing-grounds  on  the  Island  of  St.  George  in  order  to  compare 
my  observations  of  that  season  with  those  of  the  season  previous.  I 
at  once  saw  that  whatever  I  stated  in  regard  to  this  matter  would  be 
8ul>ject  to  criticism,  and  I  thought  it  necessary  to  be  very  thorough 
in  my  examination  of  the  subject  before  I  nuule  a  report  upon  it. 
.  In  the  winter  of  1873  1  expressed  to  Mr.  Jvichardson  and  my 
friends  here  a  great  desire  to  go  to  the  coast  of  Asia  to  visit  the 
Russian  Seal  Islands  in  order  to  complete  and  extend  my  woric  begun 
on  our  own  islands.  Mr.  Richardson  said  that  he  had  no  authority  to 
send  me;  that  I  could  go  only  by  authority  of  Congress.  Accordingly 
I  drew  up  a  I'.ill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  'Ireasury  to  gatlier 
authentic  information  on  that  subject,  and  it  was  introduced  by  my 
friends,  was  referred  to  tliis  Comniittce,  before  whicli  I  aiijiiared  (Mr. 
Dawes  being  the  Chairm.in  at  the  time),  and  referred  also  to  llie  Com- 
tnittee  on  Commerce,  belore  wliich  also  I  appeared,  was  reported 
ravoura1)ly  to  tbe  House,  and  approv(;d  on  tlie  22nd  A]»ril,  1S7I.  I 
immediately  received  my  commission,  and  set  out  in  May  with  an 
a.ssoeiate,  provided  for  l)y  an  amendment  in  the  Hill,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  putting  tlie  revenue-cutter  "  IJeliauce"  at  our  joint  dis- 
j)Osal.  We,  ill  visit ing  other  places,  jiaiil  sjiecial  atteiilion  to  tlio 
Seal  Islands  .'igaiii  this  year.  I  esjiecially  wanted  to  visit  them  at  the 
height  of  the  breeiliiig  season.  \Ve  were  there  twenty-eight  days, 
until,  Lieutenant  .Maynard  liaving  expressed  himself  tlioronglily  satis- 
tied  with  his  invest  ij;alion  on  the  subject,  westitsail  for  St.  Mattlmw's 
Island,  and,  after  exploriii;;  tiiat  and  St.  L.'i\vr(;nce  Island,  w<^  rc(  nrned 
by  way  of  Oiinalaska  to  Sail  Francisco,  and  submitted  our  ]{e])orts  to 
Secretary  I'ristow.  A  few  days  after  mine  w.is  submitted.  Lieutenant 
Maynarfl  submitted  his  IJejiort,  the  contents  of  wliich  I  knew  nothing 
of  until  lately,  when  it  was  sent  to  Congress,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  the  House.     .     .     . 
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51st Cons. 2nd  It  sliouUl  1)6  afUlecl  that  as  l;ite  as  1800  this  gentleman 
sess.,  H.K.7903.  .^g-.  j„  yisited  aii(l  investigated  the  breeding  resorts  on  the 
Pribylofl'  Islands  as  the  tiusted  Agent  of  the  United 
States,  and  again  under  the  mandate  of  a  special  Act  of 
Congress,  but  that  the  Eeport  known  lo  have  been  made 
on  the  results  of  that  examination  has  not  been  published 
or  produced  to  Great  Britain,  although  the  British  Agent 
made  a  special  demand  for  its  production,  and  is  not  any- 
where found  among  the  documents  cited  in  or  appended  to 
the  Case  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  Mr.  Elliott's  Eeports 
and  writings  on  the  subject  of  seal  life: 

1.  Report  on  the  Pribyloff  fjroup  or  Seal  Islands  of  Alaska. — (Wash- 
ington Government  Printing  Office,  1873.) 

2.  Report  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  concerning  the  waste  of  seal 
oil,  and  the  "  natives  "  of  the  Pribyloiit"  Islands,  and  the  brewing  of 
quass. — (H.  R.,  44th  Congress,  1st  Session,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  83,  pp.  103 
and  104.; 

3.  Report  upon  the  condition  of  aftairs  in  the  Territory  of  Ala,?ka. — 
(Washington  Government  Printing  Office,  1875.)  • 

4.  "Ten  years'  acquaintance  with  Alaska,  1867-77." — (New  York. 
Harpers  Brothers,  1877;  vol.  iv,  No.  330.) 

5.  "The  Seal  Islands  of  Alaska." — (Washington  Government  Print- 
ing Office,  1881.) 

6.  Report  on  the  Seal  Islands  of  Alaska. — (Washington  Government 
Printing  Office,  1884.) 

7.  "Our  Arctic  Province." 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  five  out  of  the  above  seven  publi- 
cations were  printed  and  circulated  by  the  United  States 
Government,  and  that  besides  the  above  works  Mr.  Elliott 
has  contributed  to  newspapers  and  magazines  many  arti- 
cles and  papers  too  numerous  to  give  a  list  of. 

Mr.  Elliott  has,  without  doubt,  always  been  considered 
the  leading  authority  on  the  fur-seal  question. 

While  it  is  conceivable  that  some  of  the  Eeports  of 
Agents  appointed   by  the  United  States  to  control  the 
Pribyloff  Islands  may,  for  many  reasons,  have  been  con- 
sidered by  the  advi.sers  of  the  United  States  as  undesira- 
ble subjects  for  publication,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  on 
what  grounds  all  of  the  Eeports  have  been  ignored,  and 
particularly  why  thp  principal  official  investigator  of  the 
natural  history  of  the  fur-seal  should  not  be  even  referred 
to,  and  his  Eeport,  made  in  pursuancr  to  a  special  Act  of 
Congress,  should  be  suppressed. 
Mr.A.w.Lav      Another  noteworthy  circumstance  connected  with  the 
evidence  put  forward  by  the  United  States  is  as  to  the  decla- 
rations which  purport  to  have  been  made  before  one  '<A.W. 
Lavender."    These  are  very  numerous,  some  being 
149      taken   at   Sitka,  others  at  Washington,  others  at 
Kadiak,  Nicholas  Bay,  Dixon   Entrance,  Victoria, 
San  Francisco,  and  Lynn  Canal. 
TTrited  States     Ou  reference  to  the  declarations  it  will  be  found  that  this 
voi!*^ii"^pp!°24l  gentleman  purports  to  have  attested  de(;laratious  at  these 
^^ii)i(i     332       ^''*i''ous  places  all  on  the  same  day.    Thus,  on  the  14th 
ibid,'%p.  406,  April  he  attests  the  declaration  of  three  Indians  in  or  near 
^*-  Lynn  Canal  or  Chatham  Sound,  and  also  the  evidence  of  J. 

Johnson  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  while  on  the  very 
same  date  he  purports  to  attest  the  declaration  of  Martin 
Benson  and  James  Griffin  at  San  Francisco. 
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Other  examples  may  be  found,  as  to  the  26th  April,  at 
pp.  257,  357,  and  306;  as  to  the  30th  April  at  pp.  250  and 
485;  as  to  the  3rd  May  at  pp.  323,  349,  308,  and  445;  and  as 
to  the  12tli  -Alay  at  pp.  269  and  283  of  the  same  Appendix. 

Mr.  Joseph  Murray,  another  United  States  Agent,  ap- ^^^r.  Joseph 
pears  to  have  been  able  to  attest  affidavits  iu  two  places  at  ""''^' 
once.  For  instance,  on  the  13th  April  he  attested  the  dec- 
laration of  Isaac  Leonard  at  Kadiak,  and  on  the  same  day 
the  declaration  of  E.  W.  Littlejohn  at  San  Francisco,  the 
distance  between  the  two  places  being  not  less  than  1,680 
miles  by  sea.  (See  pp.  217  and  457,  United  States  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii.) 

]S^o  less  than  twenty-three  affidavits  from  various  Makah  ^^^  Makah 
Indians  who  inhabit  Neah  Bay  and  district  api)ear  in  the 
United  States  Appendix.  None  of  these  witnesses  have 
been  seen  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain,  nor  has  their  evi- 
dence been  subject  to  the  test  of  local  inquiry,  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  the  declaration  of  Arthur  Belyea  (see 
British  Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.ii,  p.  176),  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  in  November  1892  he  visited  Neah  Bay, 
with  a  view  to  making  the  necessary  inquiries,  but  although 
the  Indians  were  i)erfectly  willing  to  talk  to  him  and  give 
evidence  to  him,  the  United  States  Government  Agent,  one 
John  P.  ^IcGlinn  (who  it  will  be  noticed  has  witnessed 
nearly  every  single  deposition  taken  amongst  these  people), 
refused  to  allow  him  to  examine  any  ot  the  witnesses, 
although  he  oftered  to  do  so  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
John  P.  McGlinn. 

Mr.  Belyea,  however,  saw  the  natives,  and  tried  to  get 
them  to  give  evidence  in  spite  of  Mr.  McGIinn,  but  he  was 
told  by  them  that  they  dare  not  disobey  this  Agent,  and 
that  he  had  forbidden  them  to  talk  about  seals  to  any 
stranger  who  came  there  without  his  permission.  Whilst 
he  was  making  these  inquiries  lie  was  followed  by  a  x>olice- 
man  under  the  orders  of  McGlinn,  and,  as  he  believed,  for 
the  ])urpose  of  preventing  the  Indians  from  talking  to  him. 

The  jjolicenian  actually  followed  him  into  the  house  of 
one  of  the  Indians,  and  used  threatening  language  to  the 
Indifjn,  wliicli  caused  him  to  cease  speaking  to  Mr.  Belyea. 
He,  however,  got  hold  of  one  Indian  named  Jackson,  who 
made  a  statement  to  him,  which  appears  in  the  British 
Counter-Case,  A])i»en(lix,  vol.  ii,  p.  178.  The  witness, 
amongst  other  things,  told  him  that  Mr.  McGlinn  would 
issue  an  order  that  would  send  any  one  to  gaol  who  gave 
evidence  to  Mr.  lielyefi. 

The  United  States  evidence  comprises  some  eiglit  decln-  ...^[i""  J' ''*■■' ''^ 
rations  by  one  Charles  J.  P>ehlow  as  to  accurate  cxamina 
tions  pmrporting  to  be  made  by  liim  of  certain  cargoes  of 
seal  skins  taken  from  pelagic  sealers. 

In  these  dejtositions  he  i)roressea  to  give  the  result  of 
the  examinations,  reporting  in  each  case  an  extremely 
small  numljer  of  male  skins,  and  also  re])orting  that  the 
female  skins  showed  that  almost  all  of  tliem  were  in  pup 
when  taken.  Incpiiries  lead  to  the  discovery,  however, 
that  Mr.  Behlow's  ins]»ection  of  the  cargoes  in  question 
was  so  slight  as  practically  to  amount  to  no  inspection  at 


licliluw. 
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all.  One  example  will  suffice  to  sliow  Mr.  Belilow's  method. 
In  tlie  case  of  the  "  Emma  Louise,"  Mr.  Behlow  reports 
(United  States  Case,  Ai)i)endix,  vol.  ii,  p.  402)  that  he 
examined  1,342  skins  from  this  ship,  and  he  purports  to 
give  an  accurate  result  of  his  investigation,  showing  4 
bulls,  123  males,  98  pups,  and  1,112  cows.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  aftidavits  of  Charles  B.  J.  Barber,  Charles  D. 
Ladd,  and  J.  A.  Belodo  (British  Counter-Case,  vol.  ii,  p. 
173  et  seq.)  that  the  examination  of  this  large  number  of 
skins,  which  in  ordinary  course  would  take  a  great  many 
hours  to  examine,  did  not  occupy  Mr.  Behlow  more  than 
five  minutes,  and  that  he  stated  to  them  that  it  did  not 
pay  to  inspect  them,  as  he  was  only  paid  5  dollars  a-day 
for  doing  it. 

The  skins  were  subsequently  forwarded  to  London — to 
Messrs.  Lampson — and  their  Eeport  on  them  will  be  found 
on  p.  112,  vol.  ii,  British  Counter-Case,  Appendix.    This 
Eeport  shows  that  no  less  than  503  skins  were  too  light 
to  be  those  of  bearing  females,  and  306  of  them  are  too 
heavy  to  be  females  at  all,  leaving  a  balance  only  of  469 
which  could  have  been  bearing  females. 
T^iis^^  ^*^**"'     "^^^  various  statistical  Tables  used  throughout  the  United 
States  Case  and  Counter-Case  contain  many  regrettable 
errors,  which  will  at  the  proper  time  be  pointed  out.    It  is 
sufiQcient  here,  as  an  example  of  these  errors,  to 
connter-cisi!!^^      draw  attention  to  the  now  admitted  serious  inaccu- 
^rpendis,voi. ii!  racies  in  Messrs.  Lampson's  Tables  (United  States 

^'     '  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  582),  and  to  the  extraordinary 

Tables  appearing  at  p.  3G9  of  the  United  States  Counter- 
Case  Appendix.  This  latter  Table  has  been  examined  by 
an  actuary,  with  the  result  that  he  reports  that  every  sin- 
gle calculation  of  averages  shown  thereon  is  erroneous. 
This  Table  is  particularly  relied  upon  in  the  United  States 
Counter-Case  (p.  77),  on  the  question  of  the  average  weight 
of  seal-skins  in  various  years. 
Contradictory  In  a  great  number  of  cases  deponents  giving  evidence 
declarations,  f^j,  ^^le  United  Statcs  have  been  seen  with  reference  to 
their  afiBdavits,  and  almost  invariably  it  has  been  found 
that  the  statements  made  in  the  original  deposition  were 
capable  of  considerable  modification  and  explanation  not 
contained  in  the  original  afiidavit.  Fresh  affidavits  have 
been  obtained  from  some  of  these  deponents.  In  many 
cases  the  witnesses  directly  contradict  their  former  state- 
ments, and  others  even  deny  that  they  made  them.  The 
following  few  examples  will  show  with  what  caution  the 
evidence  put  forward  by  the  United  States  should  be 
received: 
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Statements  in  Depositions  ia'ken  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States. 


Statements  of  same  Witnesses  in 
Depositions  taken  on  behalf  of 
Great  Britain. 


Tliorwal  Mathason. — As  to  number  of  females  in  coast  catcli: 


We  caught  over  1,000  seals  off  the 
coast;  most  all  females,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  had  young  pups  in  them. — 
(United  States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  339.) 

As  to  number  of  seals  lost: 

It  talces  anywhere  from  one  to  twenty 
shots  on  the  average  to  secure  a  seal,  and 
I  think  we  got  about  three  out  of  five 
tliat  we  killed. — (United  States  Case, 
Ajipendix,  vol,  11,  p.  339.) 


Henry  Brown: 

A  long  deposition  on  sealing  matters 
purporting  to  be  made  by  this  witness 
a]>]n'ars  in  the  United  States  Case,  Appen- 
dix,  vol.  ii,  p.  317,  in  which  he  states  he 
was  emploved  on  the  schooner  "  Minnie," 
18;'0,the  "'Mascotte,"lS91,  and  the  "May 
Belle,"  1892. 


I  told  hira  [the  United  States  Agent] 
about  three  out  of  five  were  females. — 
(British  Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  167.) 


He  [the  United  States  Agent]  did  not 
ask  me  how  many  seals  were  lost  by  sink- 
ing, but  if  he  had  I  would  have  told  him 
very  few  were  lost.  Last  year,  out  of 
243  seals  taken  by  the  boat  I  was  in,  5 
were  lost  by  sinking;  this,  142  were 
taken,  and  3  were  lost  by  sinking.  This 
is  about  the  usual  percentage  lost.  .  .  . 
The  first  shot  kills  the  sleeping  seal  if 
the  hunter  is  any  good. — (British  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  167.) 


In  1890 1  was  a  seaman  on  the  "Minnie." 
In  1891  a  seaman  on  the  "Mascotte."  In 
1892  I  was  a  seaman  on  the  "May  Belle" 
until  the  18th  April. 

I  have  never  given  any  statement  to 
any  person  on  sealing  matters  either  at 
Victoria  or  any  other  place.  I  am  posi- 
tive that  I  was  not  in  Victoria  in  the 
month  of  April  last,  and  did  not  then  or 
at  any  other  time  or  place  make  any  state- 
ment to  any  person  about  scaling. -^(Brit- 
ish Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p. 
171.) 


Alfred  Dardeau. — As  to  proportion  of  females: 


Of  the  seals  that  were  caught  off  the 
coast,  fully  90  out  of  every  100  had 
young  pups  in  them.  .  .  .  [In  Hcliring 
Sea]  most  all  of  them  were  females  that 
had  <;iven  birth  to  their  young  on  the 
Mlanils. — f  United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  322.) 


I  consider  half  the  seals  caught  by  the 
schooner  "E.  B.  Marvin"  [the  only 
sealing-vossel  he  was  ever  on]  during  the 
time  I  was  aboard  of  her  were  fcnuilos, 
ami  a  large  pro]iortion  of  these  female 
seals  were  barren. — (British  Counter- 
Case,  Appoiulix,  vol.  ii,  p.  181.) 


William  Sliort. — As  to  proportion  of  females; 


When  cruizing  along  the  coast  our 
principal  catfli  was  female  seals  in  pup. 
.  .  .  Fully  itOporeent.  ofsealsobtainod 
by  us  in  BeliringSea  were  cows  in  milk. — 
(United  States  Case,  Ai>i)endix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  348.) 


I  told  him  that  in  some  places  wo  got 
most  males,  and  in  others  most  females. — 
(British  Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  182.) 


ir>]  fieorge  Dishow. — As  to  number  of  females: 

A  larfje  proportion  of  all  the  se.'ils  taken 
are  females  in  imp. — (I'nited  States  Case, 
Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  323.) 


Sometimes  I  got  more  males  than  fo- 
m.'iles,  .and  sometimes  more  femahis  than 
ni;ilrs.  Taking  the  years  togetln^r,  I 
think  the  catch  was  about  half  and 
half. — (IJritish  Countcr-Caae,  Ap]iendix, 
vol.  Ii,  p.  57.) 
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As  to  nursing  cows  in  Behring  Sea: 


Most  of  the  seals  taken  in  Behrino-  Sea, 
are  I'eniales.  Have  taken  tliem  70  miles 
from  the  islands,  that  were  full  of  milk. — 
(United  States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  323.) 

As  to  close  season : 


A  few  cows  there  [in  Reliving  Sea] 
would  be  in  milk. — (J?ritish  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  57.) 


I  think  a  closed  season  should  be  es- 
tablished for  breediniT  seals  I'roni  the  1st 
January  to  the  15th  Auojust,  in  the  North 
Paiitic Ocean  and  Behriug  Sea. — (United 
States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  :W;l) 

Niels  Bonde. — As  to  proportion  of  females 


I  told  him  [United  States  Agent]  I 
thoufiht  the  Sea  oui-ht  to  be  closed  till 
about  end  of  July,  and  then  let  us  go 
in. — (British  Counter-Case,  vol.  ii,  p.  57.) 


The  seals  caught  along  the  coast  after 
the  Ist  April  are  mostly  pregnant  fe- 
males, and  those  canght  in  Behring  Sea 
were  females  that  had  given  birth  to 
their  young. — (United  States  Case,  Ap- 
pendix, vol.  ii,  p.  316.) 

As  to  number  of  seals  lost: 

A  green  hunter  will  not  get  more  than 
one  out  of  five;  and  I  have  known  one 
hunter  on  our  vessel  who  shot  eighty 
shots  and  got  only  four  seals. — (fuited 
States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  316.) 

John  Morris. — As  to  scarcity  of 

Seals  are  scarcer  now  than  in  former 
years.  .  .  .  The  seal  herd  will  soon 
become  exterminated. — (United  States 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  340.) 


I  would  say  that  about  60  per  cent,  on 
the  coast  were  females,  and  about  50  iier 
cent,  females  in  Behriug  Sea. — (British 
Counter-Case,   Appendix,  vol.   ii,  p.  94.) 


The  poor  hunter  missed  half  of  those 
he  fired  at;  he  wounded  a  few,  which 
escaped;  he  sunk  a  few. — (British  Coun- 
ter-Case, Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  94.) 


seals : 

Each  year  1  have  found  the  seals  on  the 
coast  about  in  the  same  numbers; 
.  .  .  .  taking  it  oneyear  with  another 
they  don't  change  much,  if  at  all. — (Brit- 
ish Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  170.) 


There  is  no  getting  out  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  more  males  taken  than  females. 
If  any  one  says  that  I  ever  told  him  that 
more  females  were  taken  than  males  he 
says  what  is  not  true. — (Britisli  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  170.) 


As  to  the  i)roportion  of  females: 

We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery, 
.  .  .  .  and  captured  aliout  800  seals 
along  the  coast.  There  were  not  over  10 
males  in  the  whole  lot.  .  .  .  About 
the  last  of  April  1883  I  sailed  from 
Victoria,  on   a   sealing  voyage,    on   the 

"Onward,"    Morris,     master, 

and  captured  about  J 00  seals  while  I  was 
on  her.  They  were  all  females  with  pup, 
excepting  the  yearlings,  which  were 
about  one-half  male  and  one-half  female. 
In  February  1885  I  sailed  from  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  in  the  schooner  "76," 
Potts,  master,  ....  and  cauu;ht 
about  20  seals,  all  of  which  were  pregii;int 
females. — (United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.ii,  p.  240.) 

James  Eobert  Jamieson. — As  to  number  of  seals  lost 


The  ordinary  white  hunter  will,  on  an 
average,  lose  over  half  that  he  kills  and 
wounds. — (United  States  Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii.  p.  331.) 


I  think  the  average  hunter  would  miss 
cue-third  the  seals  shot  at.  .  .  .  Not 
over  one  seal  in  twenty  escapes  after 
being  shot  by  the  hunter. — (British  Coun- 
ter-Case, Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  180.) 
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As  to  proportion  of  females  and  pregnancy : 


In  hunting  along  the  coast,  I  think 
about  80  per  cent,  of  those  we  caught 
were  females,  and  most  of  them  were 
carrying  their  young. — (United  States 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  330.) 


Not  over  one  in  forty  of  the  female 
caught  on  the  coast  en.  ronfe  to  Behring 
Sea  were  with  pup  iuside.— (British  Coun- 
ter-Case, Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  180.) 
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Herbert  Shelley  Beviugton. — As  to  prohibition  of  pelagic  sealing: 


The  deponent  further  said  that  .  .  . 
the  continunl  supply  of  fur-seal  skin, 
which  it  is  important  should  be  constant 
and  regular  in  su])ply,  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  luaintcnance  of  this  in- 
dustry  

He  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
best  way  to  acconiidish  that  object  would 
be  to  prohibit  absolutely  the  killing  of 
all  seals  except  upon  the  islands,  and 
furthermore  to  limit  the  killing  of  seals 
in  the  islands  to  the  male  species  at 
particular  times,  and  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  the  males  to  be  so  killed.  If,  how- 
ever, the  rights  of  individuals  are  to  be 
considered,  and  sealiui;  in  the  open  sea  is 
to  be  allowed,  then  deponent  thinks  that 
the  number  of  vessels  to  be  sent  out  by 
each  country  ought  to  be  limited,  and 
tile  number  of  seals  which  may  be  caught 
by  each  vessel  should  be  specified. — 
(United  States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  553.) 

Herbert  Shelley  Bevington. — As  to  intermiii sling: 


I  am  not  in  favour  of  its  [North-west 
catch]  total  suppression. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  North-west 
catch  is  a  useful  element  in  the  market, 
and  I  think  the  trade  would  object  to  its 
disapjiearance.  Its  tofal  suppression,  in 
my  opinion,  would  tend  to  create  a  mo- 
nopoly, and  would  place  the  whole  busi- 
ness in  the  hands  of  the  persons  for  the 
time  being  owning  the  islands,  and  this 
I  should  object  to.  (British  Counter- 
Case,  Appciulix,  vol.  ii,  J).  2-19.  ) 


That  the  ditVerences  between  the  three 
several  sorts  of  skins  last  mentioned 
[Ahiska,  Copper,  and  North-west]  are  so 
marked  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled  in 
the  business,  or  accustomed  to  handle  tlie 
same,  to  readily  distinguish  the  skins  of 
one  catch  from  those  of  another,  esjjc- 
cially  in  bulk,  and  it  is  a  fiict  that  when 
they  reach  the  market  the  skins  of  eacli 
class  <-ome  se[)arately  and  are  not  found 
mingled  with  those  belonging  to  the 
otiier  classes. — (United  States  Case,  Ap- 
pendix, vol.  ii,  jj.  551.) 

L^on  R(5villon,  member  of  the  Arm  of  R6villon  Freres,  of  -Paris. — As 
to  prohibition  of  i)elagic  sealing: 


In  uiy  oi)inion,  at  least  25  per  cent,  of 
the  skins  found  amongst  Copper  Island 
skins  are  undistinguishable  irom  Alas- 
kas,  and  in  the  same  way  at  least  25  per 
cent,  of  the  skins  found  amongst  Alaskas 
are  undistinguishable  from  Coppers.  In 
both  consignments  I  have  noticed  also  a 
considerable  (juantity  of  skins  which  in  a 
less  marked  manner  resembled  the  other 
class,  but  I  consider  the  bulk  can  be  dis- 
tinguished.— (British  Counter-Case,  Ap- 
pendix, vol.  ii,  x>-  249.) 


We  lirnily  believe  tliat  if  the  slaughter 
of  the  North-west  coast  fur-seals  is  not 
stopjifil  iir  rrf/itlated,  the  Alaska  fur-seals 
will  di.'.ai)jiear  entirely. 

[The  marginal  utjte  to  this  ])ara  graph  is: 
"  If  jielugic  sealing  is  not  stopped.  Al.iska 
fur-seals  will  ilisappear."] —(  United 
States  Case,  Apiiendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  590.) 


5.  Q.  The  next  point,  M.  R6villou,  is  as 
to  the  last  paragraj)!!  of  your  de])ositiou, 
of  which  the  marginal  note  reads:  "If 
jx'lagic  sealing  is  not  sto])i)ed,  Alaska  fur- 
scmIs  will  disappear."  Does  that  mar- 
ginal note  fairly  represent  what  you 
meant  to  convey  if — A.  No;  I  do  not  think 
it  does.  I  did  not  intend  to  convey  that 
I  was  in  favour  of  any  particular  way 
of  rcgulaling  tiu:  (lucstiou.  All  that  I 
niiant  was  that  if  what  I  iieard  was  true, 
I  thought  SOUU5  sitrt  of  Kegulatiou  was 
necessary  l"or  the  i)r()tection  of  the  sepals. 

0.  <.).  Woulil  not  th(i  total  suppression 
of  all  i)e]:igic  Healing  ha\e  the  clVcct  of 
giving  lll(^  Coiiipauy  leMsiug  tin*  islands 
nu  absolute  monopoly  of  the  Imsiness  in 
this  cl.'iss  of  seiils? — A.  This  might  be  so; 
I  do  not  know. 

7.  ii.  Well,  aHsumiug  that  it  would  be 
80,  do  you  think  it  would  lie  a  rc^sultthat 
Would  bo  Ix'nelicial  to  tlM^  fui'-s<ial  busi- 
ntisH? — A.  It  (l(!pends  upon  how  the  mo- 
nopoly is  mau:ig<^d,  but,  siteaking  gen- 
erally, I  am  .'igainst  monopolies,  and  iii 
favour  of  a  free  market.  I  think  mono|>o- 
lii's  injure  the  |)rogre8H  of  business. — 
(I'rilish  Counter-Case,  Ajipendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  260.) 
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H.  Poland. — As  to  intermingling: 

That  the  tliree  classes  of  skins  above 
nieutioiied  [Alaska,  Copper,  and  North- 
west] are  easily  distinguishable 
153  from  each  other  by  any  person 
skilled  in  the  business  or  accus- 
tomed to  handling  skins  in  the  raw  state. 

That  the  deponent  has  personallj'  han- 
dled sani])lesof  the  skins  dealt  in  by  this 
lirni.  and  would  himself  have  no  difficulty 
iu  distinguishing  the  skin  of  the  Copper 
Island  catch  from  the  skin  of  the  Alaska 
and  North-west  catch. — (United  States 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  571.) 


I  admit  that  amongst  the  Copper  Island 
catch  there  is  a  certain  percentage  of 
skins  which  are  for  the  most  part  undis- 
tinguishable  from  the  Alaska  (or  Priby- 
loff  Island)  catch,  although  that  percent- 
age would  be  difdcult  to  ascertain.  At  a 
guess  I  should  say  that  it  was  not  more 
than  30  per  cent.,  but  of  course  the  fur  of 
some  of  these  would  be  less  dense.  I  have 
also  noticed  in  the  Alaska  catch  that 
there  are  in  some  particular  years  skins 
which  are  undistinguishablc  from  Cop- 
j)er  Island  skins. — (British  Counter-Case, 
Appendix,  vol,  ii,  p.  250.) 


William  Charles  Blatspiel  Stamp. — As  to  intermingling: 


That  skins  of  these  several  catches 
[Alaska,  Copper,  and  North-west]  are 
readily   distinguished  from  each  other. 

The  differences  between  Copper  and 
Alaska  seals  are  difficult  to  describe  so 
that  they  can  bo  understood  by  any  per- 
son who  has  no  practical  knowledge  of 
furs,  but  to  any  one  skilled  in  the  busi- 
ness there  are  apparent  differences  in 
colour  between  the  Copper  and  Alaska 
skins,  and  a  difference  in  the  length  and 
quality  of  the  hairs  which  compose  the 
fur,  and  there  are  also  apparent  sliglit 
differences  in  the  shape  of  the  skin.  The 
difference  between  the  skins  of  the  three 
catches  are  so  marked,  that  they  have 
always  been  expressed  in  the  different 
prices  obtained  for  the  skins. — (United 
States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  575.) 

William  Charles  Blatspiel  Stanij). — As  to  prohibition  of  pelagic 
sealing : 


In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  absolute  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  Copper 
Island  skins  and  Alaskas,  and  in  inspect- 
ing the  consignments  made  each  year 
from  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  through 
Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.,  I  have  found 
a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which  were 
facsimiles  of  Copper  Island  skins,  and  in 
the  same  way,  inspecting  consignments 
of  Copper  Island  skins,  I  have  seen  skins 
which  had  I  seen  them  elsewhere,  I  should 
have  classed  as  Alaskas,  and  also  a  cer- 
tain nniiiber  of  the  intermediate  degrees 
of  similarity.  —  (British  Counter-Case, 
Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  245.) 


That  the  continued  existence  of  the  fur- 
seal  business  is  dependent,  in  deponent's 
judgment,  upon  the  preservation  of  the 
seal  herds  frequenting  the  North  Pacific 
region,  and  is  also  a  most  important  ele- 
ment in  the  industry,  that  the  supply  of 
seal-skins  coming  into  the  market  each 
year  should  be  regular  and  constant. 

*  ;<  «  # 

That  some  Regulations  are  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  seal  herds  fre- 
quenting the  Northern  Pacific  region. — 
(United  States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  571.) 


I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  suppression  of 
the  North-west  catch.  In  my  opinion  it 
would  be  neither  just  nor  practicable.  It 
would  not  be  just,  because  I  consider  that 
the  Canadians  have  a  right  to  catch  the 
seals  frequenting  the  sea  adjoining  their 
own  shores,  and  which  feed  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  food  there  found,  provided 
they  do  so  in  a  prox)er  manner. 

I  think  it  would  be  impracticable,  be- 
cause the  only  effect  of  entire  prohibition 
would  probably  be  to  cause  the  Canadian 
schooners  to  register  under  the  flags  of 
other  n.ations.  I  am  of  opinion  also  that 
the  North-west  catch  is  a  very  important 
element  in  the  market  in  keeping  the 
priceof  the  articles  within  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  consumer. — (British  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  245. 'k 
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Emile  Hertz,  member  of  the  firm  of  Emile  Hertz  and  Co.,  Paris. — As 
to  intermiugliug: 

That  the  said  tirm  can  distinguish  very  I  have  from  time  to  time  seen  among 
readily  the  source  of  production  of  the  the  consignments  of  Alaska  seals  oftered 
skins  when  the  latter  are  in  their  un-  for  public  sale  by  Messrs.  Lampson  and 
dressedstate. — (United  States  Appendix,  Co.,  of  London,  skins  resembling  Copper 
vol.  ii,  p.  588.)  Island  skins,  and  among  the  consignments 

of  this  latter  sort  skins  resembling  the 
Alaska  kind,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  impos- 
sible to  affirm  absolutely  that  these  doubt- 
ful skins  belong  to  one  or  other  of  these 
two  localities. — (British  Counter-Case, 
Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  242.) 


Norman  Hodgson. — As  to  sorting 

I  have  handled  a  great  many  seal-skins, 
and  can,  upon  examination  of  the  pelt, 
distinguish  the  sex  of  the  animal,  except 
in  the  case  of  animals  under  2  years  of 
age;  these  cannot  always  be  distin- 
guished. I  examined  carefully  this  day 
420  seal-skins  on  board  the  British  seal-_ 
ing-schooner  "  Henrietta,"  which  skins, 

according  to  log  and  sealing-book  of 
154      said  vessel,  were  taken  in  Bering  .Sea 

during  the  mouth  of  August  1802, 
and  find,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  to 
be  as  follows: — Females,  361;  males,  33; 
young,  the  sex  of  which  could  not  be  dis- 
tinguished, 26. 

(Signed)  N.  Hodgson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at 
Sitka,  Alaska,  this  2l8t  day  of  September, 
1892. 

(Signed)  C.  L.  Hooper, 

Xotanj  I'ubJie,  District  of  Alaska, 

— (United  States  Counter-Case,  p.  369.) 


As  to  seals  sinking : 

The  white  hunter  secures  on  an  average 
about  60  or  65  per  cent,  of  all  fur-seals 
shot  in  the  season. — (United  States  Case, 
Appendix  ii,  p.  .367.) 

Charles  Campbell : 

Experienced  hunters  lose  very  few  seals 
that  are  shot,  but  begiimers  lose  a  great 
number. — (United  States  Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii,  p.  256.) 

Majority  of  seals  taken  are  females, 
witli  young. — (United  States  Case,  Ap- 
pendix, vol.  ii,  p.  256.) 

Clat-ka-koi. — As  to  hunting  on  co; 
He  does  not  hunt  seal  in  schooners. 

This  season  this  villat.^e  got  Hf!  sciils, 
and  four  canoes  were  manned  from  this 
village. 


male  from  female  skins: 

At  Unalaska  I  was  placed  on  board  the 
seized  vessel  "Henrietta"  with  Lieuten- 
ant Johnson,  of  the  "Corwin,"to  proceed 
with  her  to  Sitka.  She  had  at  the  time 
of  seizure  about  400  skins,  and  on  our 
arrival  at  Sitka  I  was  asked  to  inspect 
these  to  determine  the  sex  of  the  seals 
from  which  they  had  been  taken.  Cap- 
tain C.  H.  Hooper,  of  the  "Corwin, "asked 
me  to  do  this.  I  told  him  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  ascertain  this  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy,  but  he  said  to  go  on  anyway 
and  do  my  best,  and  I  did  so.  I  gave  him 
a  statement  of  what  I  thought  they  were ; 
he  wished  me  to  swear  to  it,  but  I  told  him 
I  could  not  do  so,  but  the  statement  I  had 
given  him  was  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge. After  the  skins  are  salted,  I  con- 
sider it  impossible  to  define  the  sex  of 
the  smaller  skins  up  to  3  years.  With 
the  old  cows  and  old  bulls,  of  course,  an 
expert  can  tell,  but  I  consider  it  quite 
imjiossible  for  any  one  to  say,  after  skins 
have  been  salted,  that  any  particular  skin 
was  that  of  one  that  had  been  carrying 
young  and  from  which  the  pup  bad  l)een 
cut. — (British  Counter-Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  134.) 

Lose  very  few  seals  by  sinking;  from  5 
to  10  per  cent,  will  cover  my  total  loss  in 
that  respect. — (British  Counter-Case,  Ap- 
pendix, vol.  ii,  p.  13^1.) 


I  am  no  linnter,  l)ut  this  year  I  killed 
15  sealH-,  and  lost  1  only. — (British  Coun- 
ter-Case, Appendix,  vol.  ii,  i>.  77.) 

The  prinoii)al  part  of  my  catch  was 
young  miilcH;  thfif*  wore  more  of  tln-m 
than  fcniales. — (lUitish  Counter-Case, 
Aj)pendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  77.) 

ist: 

I  have  htmted  both  from  shore  and 
from  schooner. 

I  told  him  fUnited  States  Agent]  that 
this  year  our  tribe  h.nl  got  7.50  seals  with 
nineteen  canoes  fisliing  from  the  sliore, 
and  th.it  wo  had  got  more  last  year.  I 
told  him  that  one  canoe  owned  by  a  man 
named  Kennedy,  of  the  same  tribe  as  I 
am,  had  got  86  seals  from  the  shore  [in 
1891]  last  year. 
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Sometimes  a  few  seals  follow  schools  of  I  told  him  [United  States  Agent]  Ihad 
herring  into  [Barclay]  Sound  and  go  out  seen  seals  inside  of  Barclay  Sound,  and 
hurriedly.  <^n  such  ocfasions  a  few  are  had  kille'd  thcni  as  far  up  as  "Turn 
killed.— (United  States  Case,  p.  305.)  Point,"  and  even  farther  up  the  canal.     I 

told  him  that  when  the  bait  Avonld  come 
in  sometimes  I  would  go  out  and  get 
three  seals  in  a  little  while,  and  have 
gone  a  mile  and  a-half  OTitside  of  Village 
Island,  when  the  herring  have  been 
plenty,  and  seen  lots,  and  that  I  have 
seen  a  canoe  get  from  15  to  20  a  day 
there Seals  come  into  Bar- 
clay Sound  every  year,  sometimes  more 
than  others;  the  more  fish  that  come  in 
the  more  seals  come. — (British  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  150.) 

Other  questions  referring  to  numbers  of  seals  lost  by  sinking,  composition  of 
catch,  »fcc.,  were  asked  Clat-ka-koi  by  the  United  States  Agent,  but  his  replies  do 
not  appear  in  the  United  States  Case, — (See  British  Counter-Case.) 

"Dick,"  or  Eheucliesut. — As  to  liuuting  on  coast: 

To  his  knowledge,  no  seals  ever  came 
inside  Barclay  Sound,  and  that  he  never 
caught  any  inside,  and,  moreover,  he  and 
his  friends  never  heard  of  any  entering 

these  waters. 
155  He  states  that  during  the  last 

five  months  twenty-fi^'e  canoes 
belonging  to  the  village,  manned  by  fifty 
men,  have  been  engaged  in  sealing  off  the 
coast  of  Vancouver  Island.  They  ob- 
tained in  this  time  10  skins  per  capita,  in 

all,  500  skins The  fifty  men 

who  went  out  from  this  village  joined 
schooners,  two  in  number,  and  the  seals 
were  caught  about  20  miles  to  southward 
and  westward  of  Cape  Flattery.  Of  the 
number  caught,  300  were  caught  and 
killed  by  the  natives  of  this  village. — 
(United  States  Case,  pp.  306,  307.) 


I  told  him  [United  States  Agent]  we 
'got  skins,  every  season  inside  of  Village 
Island,  in  Barclaj'  Sound;  I  could  not 
have  told  him  anything  else,  for  I  told 
him  I  had  got  them  as  far  up  as  Ecool. 

I  told  him  [United  States  Agent]  that 
our  tribe  and  the  Opichissets  manned 
thirty  canoes  to  hunt  seals  from  the  shore 
this  last  season.  He  never  asked  me  how 
many  skins  the  whole  tribe  had  got,  but 
how  many  one  canoe  would  get  from 
the  shore  in  a  season,  and  I  told  him  30. 
He  then  asked  how  many  one  canoe  would 
get  from  a  schooner  in  a  season,  and  I 
said  about  40  hunting  off  the  coast  in  a 

schooner I  did  not  tell  him 

I  have  been  hunting  oft'  Cape  Flattery 
this  year,  i'or  I  have  not  been  sealing 
there  for  three  years  or  more. — (British 
Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  155.) 

Ehenchesut  further  testifies  as  to  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals,  composition 
of  catch,  ifec,  and  that  questions  were  asked  him  on  these  points  by  the  United 
States  Agents,  but  no  reference  to  them  appears  in  the  United  States  Case.  He  is 
stated  in  the  United  States  Case  to  be  a  Chief,  but  testifies  that  he  never  was  one, 
and  never  said  he  was.  He  was  paid  5  dollars  for  his  evidence  by  the  United  States 
Agent,  and  each  of  the  men  with  him  1  dollar. 

Imihap. — As  to  liuntiDg  on  coast : 

Certifies  as  to  evidence  given  by  Ehen- 
chesut to  United  States  being  true. — 
(United  States  Case,  p.  308.) 

Ohileta. — As  to  hunting  on  coast. 

Certifies  as  to  evidence  given  by  Ehen- 
chesut being  true. — (United  States  Case, 
p.  308.) 

[See  testimony  of  Ehenchesut  above.] 


Certifies  to  evidence  given  by  Ehen- 
chesut to  Great  Britain  being  true. — 
(British  Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  1.56.) 


Told  the  United  States  Agent  that  in  a 
season  a  canoe  would  get  about  100  seals. 
He  told  him  that  about  300  seals  had 
been  taken  by  sealing  off  shore.  "I 
never  told  the  old  man  that  seals  did  not 
come  in  to  Barclay  Sound,  for  we  kill 
them  every  year  away  up,  as  far  as  Bird 
Rocks." — (British  Counter-Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii,  p.  145.) 
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John  Margathe  (Margoticli). — As  to  seals  in  Barclay  Sound.: 


States  that  fur-seals  are  rarely  seen  in 
Barclay  Sound,  and  are  usually  found  oflf 
the  coast  at  a  distance  of  from  5  to  15 
miles.  They  are  found  in  clear  water, 
and  never  close  to  the  land. 


He  is  also  agent  for  five  sealing-vessels 
owned  in  Victoria. — (United  States  Case, 
pp.  308,  309.) 


I  told  him  [United  States  Agent]  that 
the  seals  came  in  every  year  amongst  the 
islands,  and  were  also  found  off  the  coast 
every  year.  I  said  youug  pups  were 
caught  about  the  Sound  and  coast  every 
year;  some  years  more  and  some  years 

less I  could  not  have 

told  the  captain  that  seals  never  came 
into  the  Sound,  for  I  have  been  twenty- 
five  years  on  this  coast,  and  have  always 
Been  the  seals  come  into  the  Sound  every 
year. 

Never  said  I  was  agent  for  five  sealing- 
vessels,  because  I  am  not  agent  for  any. — 
(British  Co\mter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  154.) 


Wackenunesch. — As  to  seals  in  Barclay  Sound: 


States  that  seals  do  not  come  in  close 
to  shore  in  this  locality  [Barclay  Sound]. 
Seals  are  caught  off  the  coast  at  from  5 
to  20  miles.  Formerly  Indians  hunted 
them  for  food,  hut  nowadays  white  men 
and  Indians  hunt  them  for  their  fur,  and 
they  are  rapidly  diminishing  in  number. 
Last  year  there  were  fewer  than  ever 
before.  This  year  the  natives  caught 
about  one-half  as  many  as  last.  In  his 
oi)inion  the  seals  will  soon  be  externii- 
niited,  and  in  three  years  there  will  be  no 
more  sealing. — (United  States  Case,  p. 
311.) 


I  was  asked  [by  United  States  Agent] 
many  questions,  and  said  there  were  not 
many  seals  in  the  Sound  and  along  the 
coast  this  year,  but  last  year  (1891)  there 
were  plenty.  Said  the  reason  was  that 
this  year  white  men  had  come  in  and 
hunted  them  away  with  guns  and  made 

them  wild He  told  me  that 

the  Indians  formerly  hunted  the  seals  for 
their  food,  but  now  they  hunted  them  for 
their  skins.  White  man  asked  me  how 
long  I  thought  it  would  be  before  there 
would  be  no  skins,  and  I  said  that  would 
be  impossible;  tliere  would  always  be 
lots  of  skins,  but  they  would  be  harder 
to  get,  because  the  seals  were  wilder. — 
(British  Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  158.) 
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Charlie  Hayuks. — As  to  hunting  on  coast: 


Certifies  to  truth  of  what  Wackenu- 
nesch said. — (United  States  Case,  p.  312.) 


A  year  ago  last  spring  ....  we 
took  over  1,000  seals  at  Barclay  Sound 
from  the  shore.  None  of  us  Indians 
think  the  seals  are  any  fewer. — (British 
Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  146.) 


William  Bendt. — As  to  decrease,  protection,  &c. ; 


In  Appendix  to  United  States  Caae, 
vol.  ii,  pp.  401,  405,  testiliiis  as  to  decrease 
in  number  of  seals,  protection  necessary. 


Have  never  been  out  seal-hunting 
myself,  and  personally  kuow  nothing 
whatever  about  the  loss  through  sinkage 
of  seals  that  are  shot,  nor  have  I  any 
knowle<lge  personally  as  to  whef  her  the 
seals  are  decrca.sing  or  where  tln'v  are 
caught. — (British  Counter-Case,  vol.  ii,  p. 
18G.) 


William  ITormann. — As  to  loss  huntinc:; 


One  Hoal  aerurcd  to  two  lost. — (United 
States  Case,  Apiiendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  445.) 

B  S,  PT  X 9 


I  would  not  lose  more  than  5  seals  in 
100  til  at  I  would  hit. — (liritish  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  118.) 
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G.  Miner. — As  to  loss  hunting : 

33  per  cent,  of  the  seals  sbot  with  the 
8hot-<,n)n  are  hist.— (Unitecl  States  Case, 
Appeudix,  vol.  ii,  p.  4GlJ.) 


As  to  proportion  of  females: 

A  large  majority  of  the  seals  killed  in 
the  North  Pacific  are  cows  with  pups, 
and  in  Behriug  Sea  cows  with  milk. — 
(United  States  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p. 
4G6.) 


He  asked  me  the  average  number  of 
seals  destroyed.  I  replied,  "  Not  more 
than  10  per  cent."  In  this  I  included 
those  that  I  know  were  killed  and  would 
sink,  and  those  that  were  badly  wounded 
and  I  thought  would  die  afterwards. 

The  actual  number  I  see  sink  is  much 
smaller  than  that.  Last  year  not  more 
than  one  of  nine  sank.  This  year  I  got 
384  skins,  and  10  seals  sank  and  were 
lost. — (British  Counter-Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  97.) 


There  is  a  majority  of  females  as  a  rule, 
both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea, 
but  this  year  our  catch  did  not  contain 
more  than  10  per  cent,  of  females,  I  thiuk. 
I  took  about  10  per  cent,  of  females. — 
(British  Counter-Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii, 
p.  97.) 


Charles  Lutjens. — As  to  loss  hunting: 


We  get  80  per  cent,  of  those  we  shoot. — 
(United  States  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  458.) 


In  my  opinion,  5  per  cent,  will  cover 
the  lost  seals  by  sinking  after  being 
shot.  ....  Of  course  a  poor  hunter 
will  not  do  so  well. — British  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  122.) 


Frank  Moreau, — As  to  loss  hunting ; 


We  lose  about  2.5  per  cent,  of  those  we 
shoot. — (United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  467.) 


As  to  proportion  of  females: 

90  per  cent,  of  skins  taken  were  cows, 
and  75  per  cent,  of  cows  taken  were  with 
pup. — (United  States  Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  467.) 


The  loss  from  sinkage  through  being 
killed  or  mortally  wounded  would  not  be 
greater  than  8  per  cent.,  which  would 
cover  the  whole  loss. — (British  Counter- 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  135.) 


States  that  80  per  cent,  are  females,  of 
which  75  per  cent,  are  in  pup,  and  in 
Behring  Sea  about  the  same  percentage 
in  milk. — (British  Counter-Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii,  p.  135.) 


James  Carthcut. — As  to  loss  hunting: 


I  think  on  the  average  I  got  one  out  of 
every  three  killed,  but  some  of  my  hunt- 
ers did  not  do  as  well. — (United  States 
Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  p.  409.) 
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As  to  decrease  of  seals : 


Seals  were  not  nearly  so  numerous  in 
1887  as  they  were  in  1877.  ...  I  do 
not  think  it  possible  for  seals  to  exist  for 
any  length  of  time  if  the  T)resent  slaughter 
continues. — (United  States  Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii,  p.  409.) 


I  never  was  out  in  a  boat  with  a  seal- 
hunter,  but  have  seen  hunters  killing 
near  the  vessel,  and  know  that  hunters 
do  not  lose  many  by  sinking  and  a  really 
good  hunter  loses  very  few,  not  over  5  in 
100. — (British  Counter-Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  138.) 


Always  sealed  along  the  coast  and  in 
Behring  Sea,  and  noticed  no  difference  in 
the  number  of  seals  from  the  first  to  the 
last  year. — (British  Counter-Case,  Appen- 
dix, vol.  ii,  p.  138.) 

States  that  he  first  went  sealing  in 
1883. — (British  Counter-Case,  Appendix, 
vol.  ii,  p.  138.) 
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As  to  proportion  of  females : 

85  per  cent,  of  my  catch  of  seals  along  About  60  per  cent.  I  think  vronld  he 
the  coast  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  were  about  the  average  run  of  females,  and  it 
females.— (United  States  Case,  Appendix,  would  run  about  the  same  in  Behring 
vol.  ii,  p.  409.)  Sea. — (British   Counter-Case,  Appendix, 

vol.  ii,  p.  139.) 

It  is  unnecessary  to  give  any  ftirther  examples,  although  if  this  should 
be  required  the  above  could  be  easily  multiplied. 

Sufficient  examples  have  been  ^iven  to  show  the  unreliable  character 
of  a  great  proportion  of  the  evidence  produced  by  the  United  States, 
and  with  what  caution  it  ought  to  be  received. 
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Cases  cited  — 

J'og.  p.  Keyn 

Le  Louis 

Cope  p.  Doherl  y 

Jelfreys  v.  I'oosoy 

J' lain  re  Sa«  ers 

Macleod  v.  A  cent  (leneral   for  New  South  Wales 

*'Ciirolp,na."     Seizure  of 

CaHpiaii  Sea.     So.-il  fisheries  in 

CesHion  of  Alaska — 

lliglitM  nrwj Hired  by  United  States 

fiiit«d  Slnt<vs  .Statiit/<3s  dealing  with 

Ceylon  i)«iirl  llsheries  legislation 

Chile  seal  fishery  legislatiou 

Claim  of  Uiiiti-d  State* — 

Different  forins  in  which  it  is  prcHPiit^-d 

'i'o  protection  iipnrt  from  projierty 

Colombian  pearl  fishories 

Coiiipennatioii — 

liritish  claim  for 

Unite<l  States  claim  for 

160       Contentions  of — 

Great  Uritain 

United  States  Government  

Conventions.    Legislation  by 

Coral  fisherien 
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Damages — 

liiitish  claim  for 

("asL's  quoted  in  reference  to 

Question  of  juosjieLl i ve  earnings 

United  States  claim  for 

Dawson,  Judge.  Decision  of,  in  cases  of  "  Thornton"  and  "  Duljil 
Distinction  alleged  between  skins  of  seals  on  two  sides  of  Pacific. 

Domestic.    Fur-seals  cannot  be  classified  as 

"Dolphin."    Case  of 


Exceptions  to  law  of  nations 

Exclusive  rights  of  United  States  are  lost  when  seals  are  on  high  sea. 


Falkland  Islands.    Seal  fishery  legislation 

I'eice  natxirce — 

F ur-seals  are 

Laws  of  Great  Britain  and  United  States  as  to,  identical. 

Fishery  Conventions.    Arguments  to  be  deduced  from 

Fish- 
Common  right  of  all  men  to  take  on  high  sea 

Food  of  fur-seal 

Food  of  fur-seal  derived  from  the  sea 

Foreifjn  seal  fishery  legislation.    Conclusions  from 

Freedom  of  the  sea  defined 

French  fishery  laws 

Fur-seal — 

Cannot  be  classified  as  domestic... 

Duration  of  stay  on  shore 

Food  of,  derived  from  high  seas 

Is  pelagic  in  habit 

Not  provided  with  food  by  man 

Undoubtedly /eroE  naturoe 


Great  Britain.    Contentions  of 

Greenhow  includes  BehringSeain  Pacilic. 
Greenland — 

Fisheries.    Protection  of. 

Seal  fisheries.    Legislation  for 


Handford,  Judge.    Decision  of,  in  case  of  "J.  G.  Swan" 

"Herd."     Term  only  applicable  to  seals  when  on  islands 

High  sea.     Claim  to  protect  seals  in 

Home  of  fur  seal  as  applied  to  Pribyloff  Islands  inadmissible. 
Hovering  Acts — 

United  States  Argument  based  on 

Do  not  extend  limit  of  territorial  waters 

Intermingling  of  seals — 

Between  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  Islands 

In  Korth  Pacific 

International  law — 

Cannot  create  new  principles 

Derived  from  practice  of  nations 

Sources  of 

Irish  oyster  fisheries  legislation 

Italian  coral  fisheries 


"  James  G.  Swan."    Case  of  the 

Japan  seal  fisheries  legislation 

Jurisdictional  questions — 

Cannot  be  lightly  dismissed 

Fully  discussed  in  British  Case  and  Counter-Case 

Stated  by  United  States  to  be  of  secondary  importance. 

Kent.    On  sourcesof  international  law 


Laws  of  other  nations.    Objects  of  United  States  Argument  derived  from,  discussed. 

Legal  principles.    Examination  of 

"Le  Louis."    Case  of 

"Lisifere"  as  distinguished  from  north-west  coast 

161      Lobos  Islands.     Seal  fishery 

Low-water  mark.    Limit  of  territory 

Malice  not  alleged  against  pelagic  sealers 

Manaj;ement  does  not  constitute  possession 

Mexican  pearl  fisheries 

Modus  Vivendi  for  1892.    Agreement  for 


Nations  can  only  legislate  for  their  own  nationals  on  high  seas - 

Katurali-sts  admit  no  distinction  between  seals  on  two  sides  of  North  Pacific. 
Newfoundland  seal  fishery  legislation 


ARGUMENT    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 
Index  to  British  argument — Coutiniicd. 


135 


New  Zi-aland —  i 

Se al  li sb ery  legislation 41 

Mis-statement  in  United  States  Case  as  to '  42 

Norih -west  coast —  : 

Kx tended  to  Behring  Strait I  19 

Includes  whole  north-west  coast  of  Korth  America ;  21 

Limited  meaning  placed  on,  by  United  States  incoiicct ;  19 

Norwegian  whale  tisheries :  53 

Notice  issued  by  United  States  in  1845 21 

"  Onward."    Seizure  of 1 

Pacific  Ocean — 

Commonly  used  to  include  Behring  Sea 19 

Included  Behring  Sea  in  Treaty  oi'  1825 |  21 

"  Pearl ."     Case  of  t lie I  18 

Pearl  tisheries  legislation — 

Australian 52 

Ceylon 51 

Colombian 54 

^Icxican - C4 

Pelagic  sealing — 

Cnited  Stales  have  no  legal  right  to  impose  regulations  on 9 

"           "      maintain,  must  be  prevented  everywhere |  63,64 

Phelps,  Mr.     On  rights  of  property j  34 

Pollock  and  "Wright.    On  animals /eree  naturas 31 

Possession — 

Conditions  of,  do  not  exist  except  at  moment  of  capture |  33 

Examples  of \  32 

Right  of,  ceases  when  seals  leave  the  islands 27 

Preface 1 

Pribyloff  Islands.    Description  of 15 

Projierty  and  po8Sfs;sion  of  wild  animals  applied  to  seals 33 

Property,  claim  of,  by  United  States <j 

Sot  connected  with  Regulations !  37 

Summary  of :  39 

Unfounded 34 

Protection — 

Abstract  right  of,  cannot  exist '  37 

Ajiari  from  proiu-rty,  claim  to |  36 

Claim  admitted  to  be  novel 7 

Right  of,  docs  not  exist  in  Behring  Sea 27 

Rights  of  a  Government  as  to 36 

Quarantine  Act,  1825 62 

(Questions  at  issue  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  United  States 8 

"        raised  by  Article  VI  stated 11 

Kaids  are  a  violation  of  possession  rights  of  United  States 32 

Regulations- 
Argument  addressed  to  qnestion  of 63 

For  seal  tisheries— 

Argentine  Republic 48 

Canada 43 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 43 

Chile i  48 

Falkland  Islands 41 

Greeidand  (.Jan  Meyaii) 45 

Japan '. 48 

Newfoundland 41 

New  Zealand 41 

Russia 46 

Uruguay 48 

Her  Majesty's  Government  willing  to  Join  In 4,63 

Involve  curtailment  of  rights 61) 

162      Limited  to  easteni  half  of  Behring  Rci 65 

Must  apply  U>  breeding  islands  as  well  as  pelagic  sealing 70 

Mr.  Wharton's  proposal  for 6') 

]ktuHt  be  JuHt  to  all  concerned '•' 

I'osition  of  United  States  Government  ns  to 9,  63 

Should  be  binding  on  all  nations 9. 'w 

AVaters  to  bo  alliclcd  bv 64 

Revised  Statutes  of  Initi  cf  States.    Powers  of 6 

Rights  claimed  by  United  Slates  have  no  analogy  to  other  Ashing  rights 28 

Rights  of  United  States  not  violated  by  taking  seals  in  high  sos 33 

Ru8^^ia  — 

Alleged  claims  of 15 

Did  not  claim  right'*  nssrrlod  by  United  States 5 

I>id  not  oxernse  jurisilidiou  over  Behring  Se.i 12 

Seal  fishery  legislation 47 

Bt.  Helena  Act,  1815 61 
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ScoTcli  lierriiig  fisheries  legislation 

Sealing  schooners.    Alleged  interest  of  United  States  citizens  in 

Seals- 
Animals  /«/■«  naturce 

Laws  for  protection  of,  cited  by  TJiiited  States 

Partly  controllable  ou  land,  but  quite  uncontrollable  at  eea 

Said  to  be  a  product  of  the  soil 

Seizures  of  British  vessels — 

In  188ij 

Not  analogous  with  vessels  seized  under  Hovering  Acts 

Sitka.     Trial  of  British  crews  at 

Skin.s.    Tliosc  from  Pribylofif  Islands  often  classed  as  from  Commander  Islands  and  vice  verf:d 

Swimming  animals.    Claim  to  property  in,  not  analogous  with  that  in  pearl  or  oyster  beds. 

Territorial  Waters  Jurisdiction  Acts,  1878 

•'  Thornton."    Case  of  the 

Treaty— 

Oi  1824.    Discussed 

"  Included  Eehrin g  Sea 

Of  1825.    Analysis  of .". 

' '  Discus.sed 

"  Proves  Behring  Sea  is  a  part  of  the  Pacific 

Treaties  of  1841, 1843,  and  1859  prove  that  North- west  coast  included  shores  of  BehriugSea. 

Treaties  show  Russia  never  claimed  rights  asserted  by  United  States 

Treaty  of  1807— 

United  States  Arguments  based  on 

Did  not  aequire  rights  over  non-territorial  waters 

Translation  of,  incorrect 

Tribunal,  decision  of,  must  follow  laws  of  both  parties 

Ukase  of  1799.    Character  of 

Ukase  of  1821— 

Character  of. 

Not i  fication  of,  to  Great  Britain 

Protests  against,  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 

"Withdrawal  of  Russian  claims 

United  States — 

Ariiument  derived  from  laws  of  other  nations 

Claims,  general  view  of 

Claims,  varying  contentions  in 

Contentions  as  to  fishery  laws  of  other  nations 

Cout en tions,  varying  nature  of 

Position  as  to  Regulations , 

Statutes  dealing  with  Alaska 

Uruguay  seal  fisheries  legislation 

"Water  boundary-line.    Meaning  of 

"West,  Sir  L.  S.,  protest  by,   against  seizures 

"Wharton,  Mr.,  on  Regulations 

"White  Sea  seal  fisher j'  legislation 

"Winter  home  of  fur-seals 

Zone.    Proposals  for,  by  Mr.  Blaine 
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